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From the Editor:

The last edition of Trackside was a big learning
curve for me. I did make a few mistakes, fortunately
not big ones, and hopefully I have corrected them this
time. I must say a big Thank You to Nic Doncaster
who guided me through the production process and
helped out on the phone to sort out problems which
arose along the way.

I should also thank Paul Vonhoff for proofreading
and also to Ben Critchley for supplying address labels.

Last month was also a big learning curve in another
aspect as I took my MT14 (QR number 655) on its
first ASSCO trip. I won't say too much as yet as I have
an article in preparation about the whole event for
future publication. I would say that everyone was very
supportative, and very helpful throughout the event and
the days and weeks leading up to the event.

I look forward to many more years riding the rails
with ASSCO.

The next issue of Trackside will be published in
early 2007 and material for that edition is now sought.
Pauls article on Forsayth and Normanton will take up
some space and hopefully an article on the recent
Warwick/Stanthorpe/Wallangarra run will be available
soon.

With regard to submissions of photographs for
Trakside please only email small low-res images for
consideration. I will ask for high-res images after I
review the samples. Alternatively you can mail a CD
of high-res images to my home address at any time.

Frank Tybislawski

Material for this edition of Trackside came from Richard Andrews,
Brian Hunting and Paul Rollason.

Proof read by Paul Vonhoff.

PDF prepared by Frank Tybislawski using an Acer laptop set up
in 12 point Times New Roman  font for printing on A3 size paper.

Printed by Snap Printing, Bowen Hills, Queensland.

Edited by Frank Tybislawski on behalf of the Australian Society
of Section Car Operators Inc. P.O. Box 2024, Strathpine
Queensland, 4500 for the information and use of members.
Editorial comment and content does not necessarily reflect the
policies and opinions of the Society.

Information contained herein is provided on the understanding
that it is subject to change, and therefore members should consult
with the management committee before acting on this information.
Publication of advertisements on behalf of members or others in
no way constitutes an endorsement or asurance as to the quality
or reliability of the service or item advertised.
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New Engine for 8W17
By Richard Andrews
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This came about from the idea of always keeping
a spare engine and gearbox powerpack for the Yarra
Valley Tourist Railway’s passenger trolley fleet.  The
YVTR runs a fairly intensive service and it has proven
valuable to always keep both a spare running trolley
and a spare engine and gearbox powerpack.  This can
be installed by removing the faulty powerpack which
only involves 6 nuts and bolts.

To make up the powerpack a suitable Wisconsin
AENLD engine block and Granite State Machine
model 5101E gearbox was obtained from the YVTR’s
store.  The engine block selected was an older style of
AENLD engine.

The engine was dismantled to check all parts
were there, and for free movement of the crankshaft.
There was very little wear in the block and the

crankshaft was noted to have no end play in the
bearings.  The engine block is a heavy iron casting,
and so is the flywheel.

The valves were removed, and the valve seats
lightly grinded by hand with a cutting paste.  Once
the valves were checked to be seating properly,
they were installed in the block and adjusted for
clearance.  This is easy as the engine uses a locknut
method of adjusting the clearance to the pushrods,
through the inspection cover located in the side of
the engine block.  See fig. 26 (next page).

The piston and conrod was removed next.  The
conrod was checked for straightness, and the gudgeon
pin for excessive clearance.  These were both found to
be satisfactory.  The piston bore was linished with a

Above: 8W17 at Lilliput on the Yarra Valley Tourist Railway.
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 ‘dunny brush’, which cleans the carbon off the bore
and leaves a cross hatch pattern to help pick up the
engine oil to lubricate the bore and provide
compression.

The piston was cleaned of carbon build up in the
ring grooves, and on top of the piston.  It was checked
in the bore and found to be a good fit.  New rings were
fitted from Diesel and Machinery in South Melbourne.
(The only supplier I know of in Victoria for Wisconsin
engine parts).  The piston and conrod was reassembled
to the crankshaft with new locknuts.  This was an older
style of assembly with a babbit cast big end bearing,
and spacers are used to get the clearance.  It was
checked for clearance of 0.0007" free play, and found
to be satisfactory.  The newer style of AENLD engine
uses separate shell bearings on the big end.

The oil pump was checked and found to be
working ok.  The Wisconsin is unique in using an oil
pump in the AENLD engine.  Most engines and even
other Wisconsin’s use a scraper to pick up the engine
oil.  The pump and sump was reassembled and the
engine stood upright.

The cylinder head was cleaned of carbon and
fitted with a new gasket, and torqued down in the two
stage process of torqueing.

The tin shrouds were cleaned of dirt and fitted.
The screen over the flywheel was checked that it didn’t
scrape.

The carburettor was dismantled, cleaned with
compressed air and fitted with the throttle operating
lever connected to the governor.  A remote choke cable
was fitted to the top of the engine.  The main jet mixture
was set at the standard 2 turns out, to be tuned after
running the engine.

The Fairbanks Morse model FMX-1B7U
magneto was cleaned, points gapped and tested.  This
was done by fitting a spark plug and cable and rotating
the drive gear by hand.  A good blue spark was
generated when the impulse coupling snapped.  The
magneto is timed to the engine by removing a screw
on the block and turning the crankshaft by hand until
the X mark on the flywheel was lined up with the timing
hole in the engine shroud.  The magneto also has an X
mark on the drive gear tooth, which can be seen through
the hole in the engine block after fitting with a new
gasket. See fig. 13 (below).

A separate ‘off’ switch, to shut down the motor,
was fitted to the top of the engine.  A new NGK spark
plug was fitted.  A new lead made up by Performance
Ignition Services in Nunawading was fitted.  The lead
is made of the old style of copper covered wire.  The
modern silicon granule radio suppression type lead is
not necessary and does not work as well with the
magneto.

Above: Fig. 26 showing the method of valve adjustment
through the inspection cover.

Above: Fig.13 showing the location of the inspction
hole used to view the mark on the flywheel for timing
purposes.
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The fuel tank had been pickle cleaned and
pressure tested by a radiator shop, and repainted.  This
was fitted and a new ¼” fuel line connected to the
carburettor.  The dry element air cleaner was fitted and
connected to the engine block breather pipe.

With the engine now assembled, it was primed
with an amount of oil through the spark plug hole and
rotated by hand.  It was fairly hard to turn over with
the heavy flywheel and a tight fitting piston and new
rings.  So there is the potential for good compression.

The gearbox was dismantled to check for wear
and the state of the clutch faces.  They were found to
be good so the gearbox was assembled to the engine.
A remote throttle is fitted to a metal stalk attached to
the gearbox and a cable to the governor lever.

The engine and gearbox assembly now weighs
over 90kgs and was assembled onto 8W17’s chassis.
The drive sprockets on the gearbox and wheel axle
were cleaned and checked and found to have very little
wear on them.  It is normal to wear out a few chains
before the sprockets need replacing.  A new 10B single
roller chain was fitted and adjusted to tension.  The
engine and gearbox were filled with new SAE30 oil
and the chain sprayed with motorcycle chain oil.  The
fuel tank was also filled.

The trolley was then slowly pushed by hand to
check the chain tension over a full revolution.

Now comes the fun part. Time to fire up the
engine for the first time.  The trolley was pushed started
and fired very quickly.  The main jet was running too
rich and was screwed in by hand very slowly until the
mixture leaned out and the engine was no longer
blowing black smoke.  The mixture screw is number
13 in the diagram below.

The motor was allowed to run at idle for an hour
to run in the new piston rings, which was after 7.30pm
on a Sunday evening.  It helps that it was daylight
saving, and there are no residents close by.

The seat, body panels and hand rails were
reassembled, and the trolley returned to the workshop.

The following Sunday after running, it was
brought out and refuelled.  The engine was started and
8W17 was coupled to 8W14 and taken out for a load
test to Tarrawarra station site and return, about 20kms.
8W17 was able to easily push a load of 8 crew and
8W14, which was idling, up the 1 in 40 grades to the
tunnel and back.  The engine has good compression
and plenty of power.

After returning, 8W17 was coupled to the rest
of the trolleys and returned to the stabling shed.

Below: Diagramatic cross section of carburetter.
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I have since
obtained a pull starter
mechanism, which will
be fitted to 8W17’s
engine when it arrives.
Trolley 8W18 has been
trialing a pull starter and
it has been found to
work well.

The engine will
start very easily if it is
tuned right – apart from
having to overcome the
compression and that
big flywheel, when
pulling on the handle.

This saves having
to start the engine by
pushing the trolley,
which is hard on the

clutches and almost impossible on wet track, when the
engine usually locks up on compression.

Above: View of engine from fuel tank side. Above: View of engine from magneto side.

Above: Sister unit 8W14.



Trackside December 2006 Page 7

My Backyard
By Brian Hunting

On a sunny weekend early in the year, I thought
I would go and see if I could photograph and document
section car sheds in my region of Queensland, and
maybe even a “putt putt” on duty – ok a section car?  I
live in the Lockyer Valley which is about 70klms west
of Brisbane – up here in Gods country.

The main western railway from Brisbane to
Toowoomba, runs right through the middle of the
valley, then climbs the range up to Toowoomba.  I
decided to start working my way from the east to west
so it was off to Grandchester which is the oldest station
in Queensland.  It was the end of the line on the first
section of railway built in Queensland from Ipswich
to Biggs Camp, which is now named Grandchester.

The original station building (built 1865) still
stands and is listed on the National Trust.  The trolley
shed is still here but how old I don’t know, but maybe
some one can help find out.

Shed Description – Grandchester
It is a typical 3 bay shed with the slated rolling

doors but attached to one side is a much older gangers
shed with rounded roof and hinged doors.  I don’t know
how old it is but seems to be much older than the bigger
shed.  It was wonderful to see MT14 417 still in the
shed.

The line climbs out of Grandchester and up and
over the Little Liverpool Range through the Victoria
Tunnel and winds its way down to Laidley.  There are
still some of the old Semaphore signals here in use.
(Laidley is a gang depot).  The trolley shed is located
at the eastern end of the platform.

Shed Description – Laidley
It is a more modern structure and is used today

for the storage of oils and grease etc.  It has a pitched
roof typically common in most backyards.  It’s about
12x6m, with two roller doors on each side and made
out of Colourbond trim deck.

The next towns heading west are Forest Hill and
then Gatton, but sadly the trolley sheds are long gone.
Gatton’s trolley shed was located on the eastern end
of the steel bridge that crosses the Lockyer Creek under
the mango trees that still occupy the area.  It was a
typical 3 bay shed and was removed approximately 2
years ago when Gatton yard was rationalized. But a
short drive to the local historical village you will find
an old ST2 tucked up beside the old Grantham station.
The railway is dual line from Laidley all the way across
the valley until Helidon.  It’s not until I reach Murphy’s
Creek that I encounter another shed still standing.
Grantham, Helidon and Lockyer have all had their

Above: The Grandchester trolley shed located on the northern side of the line just west of the platform.
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trolley sheds removed.  The old water tank and station
still remain at Murphy’s Creek.

Shed Description – Murphy’s Creek
This shed is nestled under a big shady tree on

the eastern end of the station. It is the usual design but
a five bay shed with sliding doors, the western end
door has been sheeted over. I was thinking of the old
days when many a steam loco would have watered out
of the tank before starting its battle with the grades
and tunnels on the climb up to Toowoomba.  There are
a few sidings and stations on the way up the range.
The first is Lockyer, then Holmes and Spring Bluff
followed by Ballard, Rangeview and Harlaxton.

Shed Description – Holmes
Holmes shed is a three bay with wide slat hinged

doors, with a small tank on a stand. Spring Bluff,
famous for its gardens and flowers was a good spot
for a bit of lunch and a walk around the gardens and
restored station and yes the section car shed still stands.

Shed Description – Spring Bluff
Good to see another shed still standing this one

is also of the typical QR design but a three bay with
slated swinging doors, and a little oil shed next to it

There is also another Fairmont here, it’s a MT14
with the number T863, and can be found in the park
beside an old BBV brake van.

It’s a short run from Spring Bluff up to the top of
the range to the city of Toowoomba.  So where do you
start to look for a section car shed in a busy city with
various railway depots?  I know, the railway station.
The beautiful old Toowoomba Station building is
always a pleasure to see or even catch a meal in the
refreshment rooms that still operate and use all the
original cutlery and crockery from the bygone era –
ok what’s this got to do with section cars well, I am
getting there.

If you take a stroll along the long platform past
the refreshment rooms and down near the dock
platform, you will find an older type of putt putt.  I
have enclosed a photo.  I don’t know all the technical
or historical facts on this pearla but I am sure one of
you out there does and may be able to fill us all in with
a report in the next Trackside – this would be good.
To find out even the type of engine, which was unusual.
There are also a couple of pumper trikes on display.

Shed Description – Toowoomba
Well I almost forgot, where’s the trolley shed?  I

don’t know how many sheds are in Toowoomba, but
one still remains about 100m west of the station, tucked
away and has had it’s doors sheeted over as the vandals
have had their usual destructive way. This shed is a
five bay with sliding doors very similar to the one at
Murphy’s Creek.

Well that’s my backyard and I love it.  Steeped
in history and the scenery is not bad either.  Best of all
it was good to see some section cars about and a few
sheds still left.  Just imagining the sound of Fairmont’s
on the Toowoomba Range gets my feet tingling.

Catch ya.

Brian

Above: The remains of the engine in T101 on
Toowoomba stations main platform.
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The Forsayth and Normanton Adventure
By Paul Rollason

On 22nd February 2004 , ASSCO had a general
members meeting where members decided on what
runs they would like to do over the following two
years.  One of those events was to travel to North
Queensland and travel the Forsayth and Normanton to
Croydon branch lines.

In November 2005 a sub committee was formed
of 4 people (Paul Rollason, Frank Tybislawski, Brian
Hunting and Jerry Jirasek) to organise the event.
Consequently the huge task of organising this event
then began.

Basic preparations were made in early 2006
however the majority of the preparations and
organising were preformed in earnest in June 2006
where the following was organised:

• Conceptual Operating Plan (COP) was
prepared

• Pre-meeting Review Notes
• Consultation with QR and Queensland
Transport

• Meet Fees

• Timetable (taking into consideration other
train movements and safe working requirements)

• Accommodation and meal options
• Tour options
• Transport (truck and bus)

Applications were sent to members on the 9th July
2006 and final preparations were then made in the
ensuing months until departure.  The event was to see
13 section cars (Paul Rollason’s M15 368, Peter and
Anna Burden’s M15 316, Keith Hendrick’s M15 229,
John Moody’s M15 392, Paul and Tania Vonhoff’s M15
VSC013, Darren and Selena Standfast’s MT14 654,
Bruce McCracken’s ST2 229, Don Anderson’s ST2
conversion 215 , Malcolm Dunn’s ST2 893, Ian
Williams’ ST2 982, Tom Callow’s ST2 907, Keith
Batley’s ST2 891 and bringing up the rear Brian
Hunting’s M15 244.

After 600+ man hours to prepare for this event,
the day came to prepare to leave on this epic journey.
The weekend of the 7-8th October saw both Peter
Burden and myself prepare our section cars (M15 368

Above: The ASSCO fleet led by M15 368 pose beside the famous Gulflander railmotor at Normanton.
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and M15 316) for this once in a life time adventure
whilst my wife Sherie and Anna Burden purchased the
food for our little group.  As Peter and I prepared the
cars we hoped that we had got everything right and
sorted out the bugs that have plagued us for a little
while.  We also had to take enough spare parts, tools,
fuel, oil and other items to get us through the 6 days
on track and for us to be able to repair most things
should we have a major break down.  With a garage
load full of extra gear to take we were both very grateful
that we were taking a semi-trailer.

The morning of the 9th October saw us up at the
crack of dawn and we headed off to get the semi-trailer
and load it for our 3 day journey north.  The 45 foot
tautliner with Volvo FM12 prime mover had a few little
bugs to sort out before we could go to the loading
facility.  We originally thought that 1-2 hours would
be ample for this whole process but we were gravely
mistaken.  Three hours later the truck was loaded and
the five section cars secured.  Thankfully this process
was down to 45 minutes by the end of the trip.  We
departed Brisbane at 3.45pm and travelled to
Maryborough even though the original plan was to get
to Gladstone.

The following morning was yet again an early
rise, which would end up being the norm for the entire
trip, and a quick drive to Rockhampton to pick up
Darren Standfast’s MT14.  We lost two hours here and
a further two hours getting 4 illegal tyres changed on
the trailer.  The aim today was to get to Townsville but
once again we didn’t achieve this and only got to
Mackay.

Mackay to Cairns was the next leg and we were
met by some driving rain.  Pity Brisbane wasn’t getting
this lot but on the other hand we were worried about
rain whilst on track over the next couple of weeks.
We made Cairns late that afternoon before we got an
early night’s sleep.

On Thursday morning we met the guys flying
into Cairns and loaded them into the mini bus before
heading off up the Kuranda Range enroute to Almaden.
For me this was unchartered territory and particularly
in a semi-trailer it was truly an adventure.  Almaden
was a little smaller, in fact very very smaller, than we
had expected.  With only 12 buildings in town most of
us suddenly realised that we were on our own as you
couldn’t just nip down to the local shops to pick up the
little bits you had forgotten (even food).  We all poked
around Almaden Station, checked out the track
machines that the project team had stowed for the
upgrade of the line, the old Mungana (Chillagoe)
Branch, the large water tank and we planned where
we were going to unload the truck (not as easy as you
.

think).
Our accommodation was at Tamarind Gardens

in the old school, now motel and van park, and the
hospitality and food was simply out of this world.  We
were quick to learn that even though we were quite a
way from the conveniences we were all use to, the
country hospitality certainly made up of it and more.
By dinner time everyone had arrived ready for the start
of the actual event.

DAY 1
The following morning, emotions were high as

we wandered up to Almaden Station (0km) to unload
the 13 section cars from the truck and individual
trailers.  Following a pre-meet inspection and pre-trip
briefing everyone was ready to go.  Our Safe Worker,
Wayne DeLoran from Cairns Kuranda Steam Ltd,
briefed everyone and we were all set to go.

As the nerves mixed with the adrenaline from
excitement kicked in, we all hoped like there was no
tomorrow that our cars started.  When my 368 kicked
over I was more than relieved I can tell you.  We set
back onto the main line for our trip over the Etheridge
Branch to Mt Surprise some 216km round trip.  We
departed at 0840 hrs about 40 minutes later than
planned but that’s life.

The journey to Ootan (12.86km), an old siding
for a lime mine, was a treacherous one.  The Wallaroos
sleeping in the culverts were rudely awakened by the
section cars and they (usually 2-3 at a time) hopped
out blindly (dazed by the sunlight after sleeping in the
culverts) right in front of the lead two cars and some
near misses got the heart racing once again.

The line was built on 41¼ pound rail supported
by a mixture of wooden and steel sleepers.  There was
no ballast, as was the case for 99% of the line, and the
track was rough (due to lack of tamping).  The line
was up and down like a roller coaster and some of the
curves were very tight (5 chain being the tightest).  This
sort of terrain would prove to be the norm for the
remainder of the trip with a few creeks and bridges in
to boot.  The land was dry and in places very sandy
and it is a wonder anything could grow out there.

From Gelaro (30.72km), some of the creek
crossings were very interesting with steep inclines in
and out of the creeks and a spectacular array of different
bridge constructions to make life interesting.  The
steepest climb was a 1 in 16 grade which made life
quite a challenge if you didn’t get it right and god for
bid if you stopped on the grade.  Double Barrel
(41.85km), Single Barrel (42.55km) and Bullock
Creeks (51.99 km) were prime examples of these.
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Above: Looking back from the lead car, Peter & Anna Burdens M15, and Paul Vonhoffs M15 depart Almaden
station.

Below: Again looking back from the lead car, the following two cars pass through one of many disused sidings.
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Wayne, along with the other safe workers, were
kind enough to supply trip notes to point out points of
interest enroute.  One of the stops this day was at
Devil’s Playground (59km) were a number of natural
rock formations took on various shapes such as a map
of Queensland, family of frogs, the family, koala,
Barney Rubble, Stonehenge etc.  At this point I received
the dreaded radio message from Paul Vonhoff that he
had a breakdown which would prove to be terminal
and he needed a tow.  Peter Burden kindly set back to
rescue poor Paul (who busted his backside to get his
car ready for this event).  It was to be a loose valve
seat that caused Paul’s woes.  Peter towed Paul’s Fessl
(M15 VSC013), commonly and affectionately known
now as the “Fessl Vessel”, to Lyndbrook where Bruce
McCracken with his ST2 229 kindly towed Paul for
the rest of the day.

After we travelled through Lyndbrook (69.43km)
we were now in basalt country (lava flows
everywhere).  The stretch from Fossilbrook (77.88km)
to Frewhurst (88.20km) was 11 km of long and straight
track which was to prepare us for the very long trip
over the Normanton line.  Cattle also meandered across
the line at many points and contrary to our SMS, horns
had to be used along with waving flags to get the cattle
off the line.  The cattle up there don’t move otherwise.

As was the case for most of the sidings along
the way, sidings were old stations and loading platforms
for cattle.  Frewhurst was a prime example of this.
Most of these sidings have either been removed, points
taken out or the points spiked over.  Camel bush and
Madagascar rubber vine also spread out either side of
the line all the way to Mt Surprise (108.06km).  On
the approach to Mt Surprise yard a family of Emu’s
were spotted crossing the line.

Our arrival into was Mt Surprise was one hour
behind schedule at 1300hrs.  We ran through the
Savannahlander shed and then turned the cars on the
angle.  Mt Surprise Station is quite spectacular and is
like an oasis with its well watered lawn which spread
over the whole station site including rail head to rail
head.  A quick lunch and refuel was the order of the
day if we were to get back to Almaden on time.  Several
cars used a substantial amount of fuel this day and more
concerning was my car that used an incredible amount
of water probably as it was still running in and running
a little richer than it should.

Below: Having just arrived at Mt Surprise, Pauls M15
and Peters M15 pose for a quick photograph beside
the trolley shed. The shed still houses QR section cars
used by local gangs.
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As we prepared to depart Mt Surprise, the
Savannahlander arrived with their passengers quite
amused by those silly men in their yellow machines.
It seems that many people we encountered had the same
opinion but never the less they took photos, smiled
and waived whilst shaking their heads in disbelief.

As agreed from day one, photo stops would be
provided for on the return journey each day, time
permitting.  The first stop was at Fossilbrook Creek
(76.81km).  This creek has a continuous flow and a
one meter freshwater crocodile inhabits this water hole.
A discovery of section car wheels in the water delighted
all the enthusiasts however no one, even Mark Swaby,
was game to fish them out of the water with the croc
looming.  Pretty gutless as it was a fresh water croc
and harmless.  No Steve Irwin’s or Crocodile Dundee’s
amongst our team.   A great photo opportunity existed
with a shot of the waterhole and the bridge with section
cars travelling across was certainly a highlight.

Our arrival back into Almaden was very late in
the afternoon (1830hrs) which was 1½ hours later than
planned.  A quick meeting and loading of section cars
was in order so that we could make dinner on time.
This was only day one and everyone was exhausted
but overwhelmed by the day’s events.

DAY 2
Day 2 was a planned rest day.  This was essential

for the purpose of train movements and satisfying safe
working requirements.  A majority of the group headed
for Chillagoe to explore the spectacular Chillagoe
Limestone Caves, marble mines, vintage car and
vintage machinery collections, the old Chillagoe
Smelter site, Mungana (old terminus of the Chillagoe
Branch) and of course the Chillagoe Railway Station.
Dinner was once again a delight and after dinner some
members enjoyed the football on the big screen whilst
three of us star gazed via an onsite observatory.  I
thoroughly recommend the Eco Lodge at Chillagoe as
their hospitality was fantastic.

DAY 3
Up and early once again we drove back to

Almaden (about 30km away) for the second day on
track.  Today’s adventure would take us from Almaden
(119.89km) to Mutchilba (31.75km) which would see
us climb over the Bismark, Lappa and Featherbed
Ranges.  Our safe worker was Mike Lee, Operations
Manager of Cairns Kuranda Steam Ltd.

Below: Darren Standfasts MT14 crosses Fossilbrook
Creek.
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After our briefing we set off at 0840hrs and the
first obstacle was the project team replacing the old
wooden sleepers with steel ones and generally
upgrading the line.  The line that was built and
originally operated by the Chillagoe Railway and
Mining Company.  It was designed to connect the
Chillagoe smelters with the Port of Cairns through the
Government railhead at Mareeba. This line was started
in 1898 and was competed to Chillagoe in 1901.  The
line was built in “good” times and features stone
culverts, steel bridges, and for the time, heavy rail.

We climbed to the peak of the Bismark Range
and down into Pea Creek (109.00km).  The line was in
relatively good condition however there were some
tight curves (6 and 8 chain) and the straight section of
line had some unexpected kicks in it.  The section
contained some deep cuttings, some of these were rich
in manganese oxide.  The 101.8km mark saw us
commence our climb up the Lappa Range.  This area
was littered with small to large mining camps in days
gone by.  The climb was a long 1 in 50 grade and
momentum and persistence was the key to tackling
the range.

Our arrival at Lappa Junction was at 0944 for a
mandatory safeworking stop.  The line reached here in
October 1900 and the station building and the old
Espanole hotel that dates from 1901 still remain. This
is the junction to the branch to Mt Garnet, which was
built between 1901 and 1902 and closed in 1961. About
500 metres of this track still exists towards Mt Garnet,
leaving the junction on a 1 in 33 climb. Members had
about 15 minutes here to water their cars and explore
the old pub (Courtesy of Mike Lee).

As we departed Lappa Junction and started our
decent down the range, we entered a series of sharp
curves and cuttings.  I was rudely shocked to see a
very large rock right in the flangeway and had all I
could do to pull up 368 in time.  It would have been a
nasty experience had we hit it.  Mike Lee immediately
jumped out to flag Peter Burden and I radioed others
of the sudden stop on the blind curve.  If I wasn’t awake
before I was certainly now.

At the 86km mark there was a large horseshoe
curve where the group split in two and took the
opportunity to take photos of each other on opposite
sides of the horseshoe.  A very deep cutting at 84.4km
was originally planned to be a tunnel but due to the
thin roof was made into a cutting instead.

Petford (81.50km) was the next little town we
passed through and the remainder of the track gang
were here awaiting our arrival. They were to work back
towards Almaden whist we were out that day, tamping
and levelling the line.

Emu Creek Bridge (79.8km) was the next point
of interest.  The steelwork was recycled from the old
Victoria Bridge in Brisbane. This was the first
permanent structure to span the Brisbane River and
was built in 1874. There are other spans of this bridge
in use on the railway, another crosses the Walsh River
beyond Mutchilba. These are possibly the oldest lattice
girder spans in Queensland. Stone piers, rather than
concrete structures support the bridge.

The Featherbed Range (78km) was the next
obstacle.  Named as such by the construction navvies,
many of whom were recruited from the Cairns Railway.
After the shaly and crumbly geological formation of
the Kuranda Range, the hard and uncompromising
nature of this route was deemed, in their ironic and
facetious humour, to be as soft as a feather bed by
comparison.

Cape Horn (75.90km) is another interesting
section of line with old derailed ballast hoppers, old
home sites for pumping of water for steam locos, rock
wallabies, Australia’s shortest telegraph pole and many
other pieces of interest in such a short section of track.

TO BE CONTINUED........

Above: Mike Lee from Cairns-Kuranda Steam Ltd.,
who,with other staff members, provided invaluable
assistance preparing for, and during this trip.
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Coming Events

Please check the ASSCO website, your email and
mail box for updates on proposed events.

Calliope and Monto:
Saturday 10th February 2007
 Calliope to Monto with an overnight stop at Monto
and possible group BBQ.
Sunday 11th February 2007
Monto to Calliope.

Inglewood and Dirranbandi:
Saturday 28-4-2007
Inglewood to Dirranbandi with an overnight stop
at Dirranbandi.
Sunday 29-4-2007
Dirranbandi to Inglewood.

Dickabram Bridge and Kingaroy:
Saturday 2-6-2007
Goomeri to Kingaroy and return.
Sunday 3-6-2007
Goomeri to Dickabram Bridge and return.

Contact Group Coordinator for information or
download expression of interest form from website.

http://www.assco.org.au/events.htm
http://www.assco.org.au

All events are subject to change, alteration or cancellation
after Trackside is printed. On track events are run in

accordance with the groups Safety Management System.
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For Sale - Set of 4 new old stock QR style M15
wheels, NOS drive belts (various sizes), NOS cast
brake blocks to suit MT14 / ST2, NOS axle taper
insulating fibre sleeves and washers - three sizes to
suit M15, MT14, ST2.

Contact Peter Burden (07) 3289 2322 or
email pafac@powerup.com.au

For Sale - Two MT14 bodies, one with wheels, one
without and ready to be sandblasted. $100 for both.
Rockhampton area.

Contact Group Coordinator Ph 0414464215

For Sale - Wheel profile gauge set with gauge line
marked. Set of 2 for $20.00 plus $2.00 postage and
packaging. (photo below).

Contact Jennifer Pearce (07) 3267 7582 or
mobile 0439 413 548

Wanted -  Volunteers to assist with operations, in
particular members wishing to train as crossing
keepers in Queensland.

Please contact the Group Coordinator.

For Sale - 6 man Fairmont Quad for sale. Tutt &
Bryant broad guage. Engine number 101068.
$1300 O.N.O. also 40 foot signal mast for sale
$500 O.N.O.
email lionrail@bigpond.com

Wanted to Buy or Sell

Back Cover: On the return journey from Mutchilba the convoy pauses for a lunch break at the superbly restored
and appointed Dimbulah station. Tea, coffee, souvenirs and a host of historic memorabilia were a welcome
surprise. The convoy consists of M15-368 (Paul Rollason), M15-316 (Peter & Anna Burden), MT14-654 (Darren
& Selena Standfast, ST2-229 (Bruce McCracken), ST2conv-215 (Don Anderson), ST2-907 (Tom Callow), ST2-
891 (Keith Batley) and M15 244 (Brian Hunting)
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Group Coordinators News Shorts
This will be held over until next issue due to space
constraints.

(Gee I never thought I'd be saying that. FT)




