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From the Editor:

Trackside is now well and truely back in production
but the challenges still continue. The price to get
Trackside printed escalated significantly for the
December edition and is expected to increase further
for this edition if the same printer is used.

Hopefully quotes from other printing firms will
deliver a lower and more consistent price.

Paul Vonhoff has now started to take charge of the
ASSCO website and some details about this are
included on page 14. As Paul correctly states it is the
website for the members and by the members. Please
assist Paul and see what content you may be able to
offer to refresh and expand our website.

Back issues of Trackside will be available as PDF
files from the website at a future date.

The next issue of Trackside will be published
around May 2007 and material for that edition is now
sought.

With regard to submissions of photographs for
Trakside please only email small low-res images for
consideration. I will ask for high-res images after I
review the samples. Alternatively you can mail a CD
of high-res images to my home address of 13A Elms
Street, Bundamba, QLD 4304, at any time.

Frank Tybislawski

Material for this edition of Trackside came from Paul Rollason,
Peter Matthews-Fredrick, Paul Vonhoff and Andrew Simpson.

Proof read by Paul Vonhoff.

PDF prepared by Frank Tybislawski using an Acer laptop set up
in 12 point Times New Roman  font for printing on A3 size paper.

Printed by Snap Printing, Bowen Hills, Queensland.

Edited by Frank Tybislawski on behalf of the Australian Society
of Section Car Operators Inc. P.O. Box 2024, Strathpine
Queensland, 4500 for the information and use of members.
Editorial comment and content does not necessarily reflect the
policies and opinions of the Society.

Information contained herein is provided on the understanding
that it is subject to change, and therefore members should consult
with the management committee before acting on this information.
Publication of advertisements on behalf of members or others in
no way constitutes an endorsement or asurance as to the quality
or reliability of the service or item advertised.
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The Forsayth and Normanton Adventure
Part II      By Paul Rollason

At the 74.2km point there is a culvert with an
interesting history for section car operators. This
culvert over 3 Mile Creek was once a timber bridge. A
worker on a section car arrived at the bridge to discover
it had been burned out and was not able to stop until
he was in the middle of the drooping rails over the
ravine. Enough sleepers and transoms had remained
to keep the rails from spreading and dropping the
worker to an uncomfortable conclusion. It was about
5 hours before a rescue was effected.

Boonmoo siding (56.30km) was also an area with
great history.  It was once an important station with an
angle for turning locos. This was once the transhipment
station for transferring goods to the 2' gauge Stannary
Hills and Irvinebank Tramway. There are some stumps
on the right hand side that are the foundations of the
old transhipment sheds.

We passed through Dimbulah at 1205 and we
would return here for lunch.  This area is full of fruit
trees, and as we got closer to Mutchilba more and more
sugar cane was present which is crushed at Arriga
Sugar Mill.  At Mutchilba we had to stop short of the

BLB/Stop Board, as the loop is in DTC territory.  The
cars were turned on the turntable, 368 was off tracked
and shuffled to the front again before we returned to
Dimbulah for lunch at 1250, which meant we were
back on time.

After the cars were refuelled, watered and
everyone had a good look through the museum it was
back on track for the journey home, with only one photo
stop on the Emu Creek Bridge.

We all arrived back at Almaden at 1640, twenty
minutes ahead of schedule.  A very good result for the
whole team.

That night we were treated to another fantastic
meal at Tamarind Gardens.

DAY 4
Day 4 was yet another rest day and movement

to Mt Surprise via road.  We headed back to Mareeba
to fuel up and then drove to Ravenshoe where we
visited the Ravenshoe Railway for a section car ride
to Tumoulin behind a converted MT14 (hydraulic

Above: M15 368 has reached the end of the line, in this case, at the Mutchilba Block Limit Board.
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drive).  We had a quick lunch and then drove to Undara
Lava Tubes for yet another spectacular optional tour.
These caves have to be seen to be believed.  A quick
shower and refreshing meal at the local pub in Mt
Surprise rounded out a great day.

DAY 5
This was our 3rd day on track and would be a

shorter day than the rest.  Today’s movement was Mt
Surprise to Einasleigh and back.  The section is
undulating with only a few short steep climbs at river
crossings.

We departed
at 0900hrs and we
were quick to realise
that the line here was
not as good as the
previous two days.
Today’s safe worker
was Matt Fenn from
Cairns Kuranda
Steam Railway and
S a v a n n a h l a n d e r
driver and guide.

J u n c t i o n
Creek (116.10km)
had steep grades
either side of the
creek.  The creek
was quite wide and
the bridge
construction was
once again quite
different with peers being secured in the large rocks in
the creek bed.

The Newcastle Range (127km) was the next
slight range to climb.  As we approached Sandy Creek
(130km) there was an old site of the Cobb and Co
changing station and Chinese market gardens.

Lighthouse Creek (139.90) was yet another large
creek crossing and we had started to become use to
these.

As we came into Einasleigh we crossed over the
Copperfield River (160km) on the bridge that was
washed away in 2002.  The town was originally called
Copperfield due the rich copper deposits and mining
that took place.  Einasleigh is now nearly non existent
with only a few buildings and the local pub.  The town
is flat and very dry.

As the clouds rolled in we turned the cars and
shuffled them on the loop, and had a quick bite to eat
before heading back to Mt Surprise.

Once again photo opportunities were taken at
the Copperfield River Bridge and Lighthouse Creek
Bridge.  Photos of most of the cars were taken from
the creek bed, and it was a good time to watch the rest
of the fleet.  One stop was at Café Bloodwood where
the Savannahlander stops for morning tea, however
we were there for a quick group photo stop.

Our late return to Mt Surprise (1430 instead of
1300hrs) saw us pack the truck and trailers quickly,
grab a bite to eat and then head off to Forsayth where
we were welcomed by another fantastic meal at the

Above: Four M15's at Einasleigh during the lunch
break.

Forsayth Van Park.  However the rough road from
Georgetown to Forsayth was a little to be desired as it
shook the living daylights out of everyone.  The thought
of travelling back along this road in 2 days was not a
thought anyone wished to entertain.

ASSCO’s AGM was held in Forsayth and then
immediately deferred upon request of the committee.

DAY 6
Today’s trip was to be the highlight for many

participants as we were finally in Forsayth, the end of
the line.  The usual ritual of unloading of the truck
occurred but this morning there was a slight change in
the air.  Was it the wine we all drank the night before,
or was it that we were now over half way through the
trip already?  DL2 “Forsayth” was also parked in a
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shed in the adjacent park.  Rumours are that the loco
was started sometime earlier in the year.

Senior Constable Dave Rolfe dropped by that
morning and conducted a random breath test on all
participants during the briefing.  Dave got a little
carried away and the RBT became and ABT (All Breath
Test).  That’s right everyone was breathalysed.  Even
the safe worker Matt.  I guess that Dave performed
more RBTs that day than he had all year.

The other pleasing fact was that Paul Vonhoff
managed to have his M15 motor fixed and he was back
on track.  The whole team was
glad to have him back
operational.  It was a credit for
all those that assisted Paul to get
him back on track.   Goes to show
the true Australian spirit and
friendship still exists.

Our departure at 0840hrs
meant that we were away ahead
of time for once.  The unloading
process was now down to a tee.
A quick vehicle inspection was
also called for as we were now
half way through the trip.

The section of Forsayth to
Einasleigh is arguably the most
picturesque on the Etheridge
branch. The climb up through the
Delaney Gorge is steep with
many tight chain curves with no
check rails. One interesting feature of the section is a
short length of line that runs along the bed of the river.
The line then traverses what is known locally as the
tableland before dropping down the other side of the
Newcastle Range to Einasleigh.

Upon departure from Forsayth we passed the
local gangs’ section car shed.  The section cars here

Left: Selena takes her turn to blow in the
breathalyser. Result 0.00.

Below: A very happy Paul Vonhoff with the
Fessl vessel back on track.

are used on a regular basis, as we found
out later that morning as we passed the
gang, who had an MT14 off tracked at the
worksite.  From here we descended across
a large wooden trestle bridge and we started
to head towards Delaney Gorge.

Just prior to travelling up the Gorge,
the track bed (224km) was now in the river
bed and most of the sleepers are steel as
the local termites seem to like the riverbed.

The trip up the Gorge was unreal with the twisting
curves looking a little bit like a wild mouse
rollercoaster.

We passed through Wirra Wirra
(208.50km) where an old angle exists.  This is where
trains were split in two divisions for the steep run back
to Forsayth.  At the 197.60km mark there was a grid
and fence which marks the top of the range, which is
about 2500 feet above sea level, and is the highest point
of the line between Cairns and Forsayth. It is  reportedly

the second highest elevation of line in Queensland,
second to the Summit near Stanthorpe.

At this point we were still climbing the
Newcastle Range, but now it flattened out to some
extent, and some long straights were a sure change
from the Gorge.  At the 184.4km mark we passed yet
another Cobb and Co Station.  There must have been
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thousands of these
scattered across Australia
and it is hard to believe
that anything could exist
out there in those
conditions.  The whole
area was scattered with
old mines and settlements
all which have since
disappeared.  Some towns
had a population of 1500
people or more.

Passing through the
Pearly Gates (182.16km),
meant that we were now
about to descend the
Newcastle Range down
into Einasleigh.  The
Pearly Gates are a cattle
grid and it signified to firemen that they had nearly
reached the top of the steep gradient from Einasleigh,
and they could ease off a little.

The gradient of the Range ceased at the
175.80km marker, and the area was very flat with lots
of heavy erosion.  It was now a quick sprint into
Einasleigh with arrival at 1145hrs.  A quick lunch break
and turning the section cars was in hand and we
departed at 1230hrs. Once again the clouds were rolling
in.  Were we going to get wet today?

On our return journey we stopped for a number
of photo stops.  The first being at a derailed ballast
hopper at the 180.30km mark.  This wagon had derailed
four times that day, the QR crew got sick of it, and
threw it off track.

The most
spectacular part of the day
was the multiple photo
stops as we descended
through the Delaney
Gorge.  To see the section
cars meander down the
Gorge and weave in and
out of the curves was
simply a highlight.  Photos
in the creek bed and
across the large trestle
bridges really rounded off
a great day.

At that point I was
very happy that my car
was going well.  Guess I
thought too soon.  No
sooner than that thought

Above: CKS Safeworker Matt Fenn beside Pauls M15
at Einasleigh.

crossed my mind, M15 368 stopped. A quick spark
plug change and I was under way again.  Well at least
for 200 metres and we stopped again.  After I let things
settle for a while I opened the hopper and it was nearly
dry.  I had overheated due to the number of photo stops,
so my overheating problems were still present.

A quick photo stop at the Forsayth Station
(1615hrs) was next on the agenda before we had to

Below: Approaching the derailed ballast hopper left
beside the line by QR.
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complete the rest of the Etheridge Branch, and that
was to head to the end of the line for a group photo
stop before heading back around the angle.

Everyone was exhausted, but the usual drag of
packing things away was now in full swing as everyone
was looking for a cold drink or three, and another great
meal.

DAY 7
Yet another rest day.  We had a slower start this

morning and the first item on the agenda was to travel
to Cobbold Gorge for a boat tour.  The rough road into
the Gorge was soon forgotten when we arrived at the
spectacular reception area and wooden bar which
overlooked a dam.  We boarded the tour down to the
Gorge itself where we took a boat cruise through the
narrow but deep gorge accompanied with its fresh
water crocodiles.  It was hard to believe that this oasis
could exist in this desolate area.  Who ever found the
gorge on this 330000 acre property must have thought
they were dreaming.

Now it was back to Forsayth for a quick bite to
eat before heading off to Croydon.  When we left
Forsayth it was a warm 32 degrees with a strong breeze.
However when we arrived in Croydon it was a very
rude shock when we were met with a very

uncomfortable and sultry 39 degrees at 4pm in the
afternoon.  We checked into our rooms and very quickly
patronised the pub for a drink and dinner.

DAY 8
Now that we were on the final leg of the journey

and even though members were a little exhausted, the
enthusiasm still remained and everyone was keen to
tackle this famous piece of track.  The rail and sleepers
were original and once again there was no ballast.

The new Croydon Station looked a little out of
place but it provided a great undercover area to prepare
the cars for departure.  Our safe worker Daniel Van
Scherpenseel, QR Normanton OIC, was prepared for
something different to the normal operations on his
railway and departure was at 0902hrs.

The easiest way to describe the line beyond the
4 mile mark was easy.  Flat, straight and dry about
sums it up.  Oh, let’s not forget the flies.  Hundred of
the little so and soes really made life annoying.  How
anyone could put up with them is beyond me.  The
untamped line also made going quite interesting to say
the least.

We quickly discovered that the kilometre posts
were actually mile posts.  This was such a relief as we

Above: Brian Huntings M15 is dwarfed by the water tank at Blackbull between Croydon and Normanton.
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all thought the posts were getting further apart as we
had had enough on the cars.  You certainly notice the
difference when you are counting down the posts.

Our first stop was Blackbull siding where Sharon
had prepared morning tea and a packed lunch for
everyone.  Morning tea consisted of fresh scones, jam
and cream which was simply divine.

We stopped at the 40 mile mark for lunch under
whatever shade we could find before we trundled on.
The 17 mile stretch of dead straight track made us all
weary and one would never think we would be so happy
to see a slight bend in the line.

Photo stops were made on the 11 mile bridge
(11 mile from Normanton that is) across the Normanton
River. Stopping at the lagoons/waterholes (10.5 mile)
and seeing all the wildlife was also spectacular.  Once
again it was like an oasis.

One interesting fact over about this branch is that
until recently there were no safe working procedures
which seemed to work fine for many years.  Since the
tilt train accident there are now safe working
procedures and the Gulflander has to call Townsville
Control for all movements.  Also it was interesting to
find that there is a fixed signal at 4 miles from each
end of the line which denotes the yard limits and the
train needs to call the Normanton OIC to get permission
to enter the yards.

I could not believe how dry the whole region
was.  Dan turned to me and commented that in 6 weeks
time some of the line would be under 13 feet of water
in the wet season.  That was hard to imagine in such a
flat wide open area.  One could only start to think how
you could harness such a broad volume of water and
pipe it to drought stricken areas of Queensland.

Entering Normanton at 1620hrs was a welcome
relief to everyone as we had all had enough on section
cars that day.  Locals came out to wave at us unusual
people travelling on the line.  In fact waving back at
the locals was nearly the cause of an accident.
Camouflaged across the rail was a 32mm metal water
pipe about 6 metres long.  Dan saw the pipe just prior
to me and I had all I could do to reach for the brakes
and hang on in fear that we were going into the dirt.
Dan and I looked at each other and thanked our lucky
stars.  Our only saviour was the rail sweeps which
somehow prevented the pipe going under the wheels
and eventually pushed the pipe off to one side.  It was
like slow motion but that didn’t stop our hearts quickly
rising to our mouths.  If you don’t believe in rail sweeps
then you may after an experience like this one.

Entering Normanton yard was also a great relief.
There before us stood the icon of Normanton Station
that we had all been picturing in our minds.  We

travelled through the covered station and past the
Gulflander (RM93).  A quick trip around the angle
turned the cars so they could pose for a photo under
the station and beside the Gulflander before we stowed
the cars in the goods shed for the evening.  M15 368
couldn’t fit inside the goods shed so she had the
pleasure of sharing the other shed with RM60 and DL4
“Almaden”. A quick trip on RM60 to the 4 mile was a
pleasant and refreshing change to a section car.

DAY 9
The last day on track had arrived and there was

a sense of both happiness and sadness.  Today was
essentially the reverse situation of the previous day.
Departing at 0904hrs we wearily meandered back
towards Croydon.  However the 17 mile straight stretch
this time felt like 117 miles.

Lunch was once again at Blackbull siding where
Sharon put on a sausage sizzle with scones and cream
once again.

At Golden Gate (about 3.5 miles from Croydon)
and a previous township, we stoped at the old mine
site where an old A10 boiler was used to provide steam
for the water pumps, for the many mine shafts that
littered the area.

We arrived back at Croydon at 1600 hrs and
travelled around the angle to complete the journey.

All of a sudden it hit us all that the trip was now
all but over.  A sense of both satisfaction and relief
was amongst us all.  Quite a long debrief session was
then held and many thank you's were exchanged.

The group was advised that over the entire trip
we average 31km/hr and we were consistently 2km
apart from lead to tail car which was perfect.

The truck and trailers were packed for the last
time for their long trip home, and a celebratory drink
was had that evening before everyone went their
separate ways the following morning.

We booked into the Gulfland Motel, and a quick
drink saw us was down the dust but it felt like it barely
touched the sides.

DAY 10 & 11
The following two days were spent driving home.

For Peter Burden and myself it was a long drive back
to Emerald and Brisbane but it gave us time to reflect
on the fantastic experience we both had had, and what
we could have done better.

CLOSING
Overall the 2006 Forsayth and Normanton

ASSCO event was a huge success.  Members seemed
to be very satisfied with minimal complaints and
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everyone got along on a personal level extremely well
which is unusual in such a large group.

In times of difficulty or when tasks had to be
performed, most members were more than willing to
lend a hand which was extremely satisfying and it once
again displayed the true meaning of being an
Australian.

Most members commented that they would like
to see this event made available in the future especially
the Forsayth section.  However the general feeling from
most members was that they would most likely not
support this event in the next 2-3 years due to the size
and duration of this event.  In addition to this, there
was a very large contribution made via Cairns Kuranda
Steam Limited (CKS Ltd) and it would be a little selfish
to expect that sort of generosity over the next couple
of years.  Without the support of organisations such as
CKS Ltd this event would not be possible.

From a personal point of view, I feel that the
event went smoothly.  Not that it didn’t have its little
challenges along the way, but all situations were
managed appropriately with the cooperation of all
ASSCO members.

I feel that my personal growth is much better as
a result of organising this event and members have

benefited from partaking in a once in a life time
opportunity that many said was impossible.

As stated before, I feel that ASSCO should give
some serious consideration into organising other
activities for members such as accommodation,
optional tours, transport etc so that a package becomes
more inviting to ASSCO members.

In closing, I am privileged to have been able to
organise this event on behalf of ASSCO and its
members and I believe that ASSCO has benefited from
this event being run.

I can also say that I was very fortunate to be a
part of such a large event with some truly wonderful
and friendly people.  May all ASSCO events continue
to be like this and I thank all those who participated.

Report by Paul Rollason
ASSCO Meet Coordinator

(Recognition goes to Mike Lee, Warren DeLoran and
Matt Fenn for contributions to this article and the
information was obtained from their Trip Notes.)

Above: Three very different pieces of rollingstock share the shed at Normanto, M15 368, RM60 and DL4.
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7.30am on Saturday 11th November saw a group
of approx 30 section car operators, passengers, and
permanent way safeworkers assemble at Stanthorpe
for two days of ontrack fun and adventure. Proof of
this expectation was evident by the fact that ST2
operator Don Anderson traveled down from
Hughenden, M15 operator Keith Hendrick from
Townsville, passengers Carol and Trevor Philipson also
from Townsville, along with Darren Standfast, one of
our First Aiders, and our Event Coordinator Andrew
Simpson both from Rockhampton! Our ASSCO
safewoker, Terry Collins from Toowoomba, was picked
up by Big Mick Bielawski. Others and I traveled from
Brisbane and its surrounding localities.

A little about the corridor:

This corridor is the southern part of QR’s original
main line before the NCL was built and the uniform
gauge line was opened via Kyogle in the 1930’s. The
line construction was completed through to

Wallangarra in 1887. The line is rated for 15.75 tonne
axle load trains with maximum speeds boarded for 80
kph where track alignment permits, generally south of
Dalveen towards Wallangarra. Rail is of 41 kg/m
throughout of short length with some sections re-railed
with longer lengths as recently as the early 1970’s.
Since the opening of the Standard gauge line via
Kyogle in 1930 (apart from an increase in traffic during
WW2) rail traffic and infrastructure on this route has
dwindled to the point that only two freight trains per
week run carrying generally bulk apple traffic in bottom
discharge (ex-coal) wagons. This apple traffic
originates from “The Summit” with locos and empty
wagons continuing through and stabling at Stanthorpe.
No regular services run south to Wallangarra apart from
specials and work trains. Minimal maintenance is
applied to track south of Stanthorpe hence the 30 kph
limit applied to our section cars. With low levels of
traffic, much infrastructure associated with stations and
crossing loops has disappeared and the process of
recovering good 41 kg turnouts for use on busier lines

Wallangarra  11th & 12th Nov 2006
By Peter Matthews-Frederick- Ex QR Train Driver 1974 to 1989

Above: The mandatory Group Photo, taken at Wallangarra station on Sunday 12-11-2006.
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in the South West continues. Track is clean and clear
of vegetation apart from sections of Wallangarra yard
no longer maintained.

Significant features of this corridor are the
impressive scenes to be viewed on the climb from
Warwick to Dalveen passing through numerous sharp
curves and the two tunnels enroute. From the top of
the climb, the corridor passes through typical ‘granite
belt’ scenery with fruit orchards and vineyards until
the line skirts sections of Girraween National Park
before reaching Wallangarra. Wallangarra Station and
yard have significant interest as this is where the two
rail gauges meet. Most of the standard gauge track is
still intact although not having been used for almost
15 years. About half the narrow gauge track has now
been removed although all significant portions
immediately in front of the station, the transshipment
yard, and the dual gauge turning angle are still intact.

We were not disappointed when soon after our
pre-trip safety briefing and section car checks, we were
motoring north to Warwick. Vegetation free track
combined with glorious views from track laid along
granite boulder strewn hillsides at the vast expanse of
new plant growth brought about by the recent rainfall

was truly refreshing. I’ve always wanted to travel this
line because as a young boy, our family would stay at
Applethorpe with our relatives who were orchardists.
The track parallels the older sections of the New
England Highway, the old section now referred to as
The Fruit Run, because of the many fruit stalls along
its length. I never saw a train as a young boy while
staying there but was still intrigued by those iron rails.
It’s truly amazing that God has blessed me with this
opportunity to ride and operate section cars on a portion
of track so dear to my heart! Our convoy grouped
closely together for the crossing of the New England
Highway 600 metres south of ‘The Summit’. This
section of highway is 100 kph zoned. The Road Traffic
Controllers took up their positions north and south of
the crossing and all filed across after Terry activated
the flashing lights with his points key. The locals
alongside the track were so impressed with the sight
of our cars that they asked if we were out surveying
the line for maintenance purposes. Such is the high
standard of track worthiness of ASSCO certified
section cars!

This was only my second trip with ASSCO and
I felt a sense of belonging. This trip was my good

Above: Shane Harrison and Mick Saffioti wait at the level crossing near The Summit.
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friend, Shane Harrison’s, first trip and he too was
already enjoying greatly all that was happening.

We encountered many wallabies along the way
but thankfully we were able to avoid hitting them. The
bleached remains of slow animals was evident at
various locations because, try as you do, blowing the
whistle and the like, a train driver is unable to do a
‘Steve Irwin’ and stop and render assistance to erring
creatures. We passed through two big tunnels and
stopped at Gorge Tank to fill radiators or hoppers as
they are rightfully called.

On arrival at Warwick, we turned each car using
Mick Saffiotti’s portable turntable. We then lined up
in the siding and walked over to the local snackbar for
lunch. Lunch was eaten at the train museum followed
by an inspection of stored track vehicles. On the return
trip, TMC6-029, required assistance so Mick Saff
helped out using his trusty ST2-774. Turns out Mick
was part of Vehicle Recovery Corps while serving with
the Army Reserves. Both trips I’ve been on, he’s
recovered someone! Must be his destiny, eh!

On arrival back at Warwick, all cars were
removed from track and secured in their respective
trailers for safe keeping overnight.

We had dinner together that night at the Country
Club Hotel combined with our annual general meeting.
After meeting details were concluded, Paul Rollason
showed a slideshow of ASSCO’s October 2006 outing
to Forsayth and Normanton in North Qld.

On Sunday morning, we were under way again
heading south to Wallangarra. We grouped together
for a couple of road crossings on the way and stopped
for photo opportunities of a strange pyramid made of
local boulders situated amongst grape vine trellises. I
found it helpful to have an RACQ road map open in
order to see where we were at any given time.

On arrival at Wallangarra, we stopped for a while
to investigate the different gauge tracks either side of
the centre goods platform south of the main passenger
platform. After turning the section cars by means of
the dual gauge angle, we reversed into the loop on the
western side of the passenger platform. We then
enjoyed a tasty lunch at the station’s dining room which
is open nearly every day of the year. After a group
photo, we headed off back to Stanthorpe. Paul
Vonhoff’s Fessl was the only breakdown on the return
journey and had to be towed from the southern side of
the curved trestle bridge we stopped at for photo

Above: The view from Keith Hendrick's M15 departing Stanthorpe for Wallangarra.



Trackside March 2007 Page 13

opportunities. The rugged rocky cuttings on this section
of the corridor are all I’d hoped they would be and
worth the effort of  participation in this weekend’s
excursion.

Prior to crossing Sugarloaf Road, we closed up
ranks in order to make a group crossing. We then passed
over the Red Bridge which crosses Quartpot Creek just
south of Stanthorpe Railway Station.

This truly was a very enjoyable weekend of
section car action. My heartfelt thanks go to our meet
coordinator, Andrew Simpson; ASSCO safeworkers,
Terry Collins and Nigel Hawke; RTC officers, Allan
and Jennifer Pearce, Paul Rollason, and Paul Vonhoff.
Thanks also to Keith Hendrick, Allan Pearce, and Mick
Saffiotti for allowing me to ride on their cars. Thanks
also to other operators and passengers for their friendly
help in making this a great weekend.

I thoroughly enjoyed myself and can
wholeheartedly recommend this corridor of track to
other interested ASSCO members.

Group Coordinators Report

Since my last report, we have held the AGM,
formed a new Committee which consists of:

Group Coordinator - Andrew Simpson,
Queensland Coordinator - Jerry Jirasek,
Treasurer - Peter Burden,
Membership Officer - Ben Critchley,
Committee Members - Paul Vonhoff, Darren

Standfast & Keith Hendrick.

Many thanks to Norm George and Darren Lee
for their past input as Committee Members. Their
efforts will be sorely missed.

Since the new Committee has formed, we have
been working hard on a number of new ideas. These
include: streamlining the organisational process for
Meets, including inductions, car inspections, medicals
etc completed before the meet, updating of the SMS
documents, acquisition of pink cards and reduction of
insurance and meet fees for members resulting in cost
savings for ASSCO and its members.

WEBSITE
As all members will notice, a new website is up

and running. A hearty thanks goes to Nic Doncaster
for the previous input into the website and to Trackside.
Paul Vonhoff is the new Webmaster and is doing a
sterling job in getting our hobby on the World Wide
Web. We have even had enquires from the USA on our
activities.

MEDICALS
The Committee has taken the task of making Dr.

Paul Rollason our Medical Coordinator. Paul will on
request send paperwork to all ASSCO Medical
Physicians for your Cat 1 or Cat 3 medical certificates.
Please remember when you go for your medical, ask
for two things: (1) a copy of your Medical certificate,
(to keep with your logbook) and (2) the bill. A copy of
your medical will be forwarded to Paul by the Physician
for ASSCO records. It is also YOUR responsibility to
make sure that ASSCO has a copy of your Medical
certificate.

PINK CARDS
Queensland Rail requires us to have completed

their Trackside Safety course in order to participate in
meets. These cards are available for 1 year or 3 years.
Please contact the Group Coordinator regarding
acquisition of your card.

MEMBERSHIP
At the February Committee meeting, the

Committee decided to pro-rata membership for new
members joining from December till May/June.
Currently, the 6 month cost is $30.00 membership +
$40.00 administration fee. 12-month fees are $50.00
membership and $40.00 administration fee. The $40.00
fee is a once only fee payable upon joining ASSCO.

CAR INSPECTIONS
Car inspections are to be completed annually and

before each meet. These can be organised by contacting
the car assessors listed on page 2 of Trackside. Organise
a suitable time with the assessor to inspect your car
well before the meet date so that if necessary any
repairs can be carried out and a re inspection completed
before the meet. Don’t expect to turn up on the day of
a meet and have an annual inspection carried out
because it won’t happen. Don’t expect the assessor to
turn up at your house to inspect your car. You must
take your car to the assessor at a mutual time and place.

RECENT MEETS
Warwick-Wallangarra.
This was our 3rd event on this corridor. 12 cars

took part in this meet. The weather was its usual hot
self on this weekend. Terry Collins was our safeworker
for the weekend and Mick Bielawski and Geoff
Dunnett attained their competencies as operators. The
weekend went off without any incidents and everyone
enjoyed themselves. Everyone stayed at the same hotel/
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ASSCO website update.
The ASSCO website as been changed into a new

format. This will continue to change as I build my skills
as a web designer (I’m only a learner!). If you see the
old website, or want to make sure that the information
is the latest, refresh your web page (F5 on Internet
Explorer).

The biggest hurdle I now face is content. I would
like all ASSCO members to consider having some
information about themselves on the web page. It could
be just a photo of your car, or a photo of yourself. If
you can write a paragraph or a essay about yourself
that will be even better.

If you can’t email, a letter would be fine as I can
type it in (just send it to the ASSCO PO box).

Changing a page on the website doesn’t take
much technical effort, however writing heaps of
content isn’t something I’m good at. I am currently
looking for articles on the history of ASSCO, and a
beginners introduction to the most common Fairmont’s
(M15, MT14 and ST2).

If you have any photo’s of recent meets, I’d
appreciate them as well. They might even get put on
the home page!

Any comments or idea’s about the website would
be appreciated, just remember like all the committee
members I volunteer my time and don’t have unlimited
resources .

It’s your society, and it’s your website. Please
make use of it.

Cheers,
Paul Vonhoff,
ASSCO web person.
I’d rather be driving a section car than a keyboard!

motel where we also re-opened the Annual General
meeting.

Calliope-Monto Return.
This event was held on 11th&12th February and

consisted of 14 cars. This was one of the biggest events
we have held. It was also one of the longest runs we
have held. The day started off with a highlight with
the crossing of a double-headed limestone train from
Taragoola. After a hot days travel to Monto we stayed
overnight in the Three Moon Motel while our cars were
stabled and chained down on the angle nearby. While
we all enjoyed the regular complimentary meal and
fellowship under cover, a large storm with heavy rain
lashed our quads out on the angle. Quite a sight! With
all cars feeling no ill effects from the rain, all were
started and ready for action by 8:00am the following
morning. Safeworker was Alan Suter who acquired his
competency as an operator. Also acquiring their
competencies were Peter Mathews-Frederick and Mark
Swaby. Arrival time back at Calliope was slightly
before time. We plan to travel the complete Monto loop
and return (The Full Monty) in 2008 – 5 days running!

FUTURE MEETS
Kingaroy – Goomeri – 1.4km (Theebine)

This meet is a must as it will be the last
opportunity to run this line. The dates for this meet are
28th April Goomeri to Kingaroy and return, and 29th

April Goomeri to the 1.4 km post. All enquires are to
be directed to Paul Rollason (meet Coordinator for this
meet) at serpar@bigpond.com.au

Goondiwindi – Dirranbandi and return
This meet is planned for the weekend of the 2nd

and 3rd June 2007. All enquires are to be directed to
Jerry Jirasek (meet Coordinator for this meet) at
jjirasek@edirail.com.au

Mareeba – Kuranda
This meet is planned for the weekend of the 4th

and 5th August 2007. All enquires are to be directed to
Andrew Simpson (meet Coordinator for this meet) at
apsimpson@westnet.com.au

The Annual General Meeting will be held after the first
day’s running.

Pilerwa - Mundubbera and return
This meet is planned for the weekend of the 13th

and 14th October 2007. All enquires are to be directed
to Jerry Jirasek (meet Coordinator for this meet) at

jjirasek@edirail.com.au

Warwick - Wallangarra
This meet is planned for the weekend of the 10th

and 11th November 2007. All enquires are to be
directed to Andrew Simpson at
apsimpson@westnet.com.au

Remember, this is everyone’s group. You can make a
difference. Help out where you can and make a big
difference with your input. Feel free to contact any
Committee member with enquires you may have
concerning any facet of ASSCO.
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Coming Events

Please check the ASSCO website, your email and
mail box for updates on proposed events.

Dickabram Bridge and Kingaroy:
Saturday 28-4-2007
Goomeri to Kingaroy and return.
Sunday 29-4-2007
Goomeri to Dickabram Bridge and return.

AMRA Brisbane Miniautre Train Show:
Saturday 5th May to Monday 7th May
Volunteers needed to man the display. Free entry
to show available. Contact Paul Vonhoff ASAP on
0419736335

Inglewood and Dirranbandi:
Saturday 2-6-2007
Inglewood to Dirranbandi with an overnight stop
at Dirranbandi.
Sunday 3-6-2007
Dirranbandi to Inglewood.

Proposed Runs:
4th-5th August Mareeba-Atherton-Kuranda
return. Mareeba-Almaden return.

13th-14th October Biggenden

10th-11th November Wallangarra

Contact Group Coordinator for information or
download expression of interest form from website.

http://www.assco.org.au

All events are subject to change, alteration or cancellation
after Trackside is printed. On track events are run in

accordance with the groups Safety Management System.
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For Sale - Two flat tops, one with personnel carrier
$250.00 and one fitted with new old stock
(purchased at QR auction) side boards $180.00.

Contact Peter Burden (07) 3289 2322 or email
pafac@powerup.com.au

For Sale - Fairmont ST2 section car number 891,
complete, operational and ASSCO accredited as of
January 2007. Can possibly be brought from North
Queensland to Southern Queensland after
Dirranbandi run. Also flat top trolley for sale in good
condition.

Contact Keith Batley B/H (07) 4725 3388,
or A/H (07) 4775 1888, or email
uniqueembroidery@bigpond.com

For Sale - Lions Club of Yorke Peninsula Rail
(www.ypr.org.au) are selling a broad gauge (63”.
1600mm) ST2 gang car. Sold as is, located at
Wallaroo South Australia. Asking price $1300.
Further details contact John Boswell on 0427 168
461 between 0830hrs till 1500hrs Tuesday to
Thursday. Or ring 08 88233 950 which is the office
and leave a message on the answering machine.

For Sale - Two MT14 bodies, one with wheels, one
without and ready to be sandblasted. $100 for both.
Rockhampton area.

Contact Group Coordinator Ph 0414464215

For Sale - Wheel profile gauge set with gauge line
marked. Set of 2 for $20.00 plus $2.00 postage and
packaging..

Contact Jennifer Pearce (07) 3267 7582 or
mobile 0439 413 548

Wanted to Buy or Sell
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Back Cover: Another group photo, this time at Cafe Bloodwood on the Forsayth line. Taken during the
history making Forsayth and Normanton event of 2006, the longest and most complex event organised in
Queensland so far. This place is a regular stop for the Savannahlander railmotor where morning tea is
held.




