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From the Editor:

Welcome to the first edition of Trackside for 2008.
If all goes to plan you will have a colour cover on this
edition, but if printing costs are prohibitive the usual
black and white cover will continue.

Again with this issue there was a bit of a struggle
to obtain sufficient material to fill all 16 pages. Many
thanks to all who have assisted and contributed material
for this issue. Again I ask that all members who recieve
and enjoy reading Trackside consider putting pen to
paper to share their experiences. Even photographic
contributions are welcome to illustrate other articles,
or simply as a photo-feature of a recent ASSCO event.

The begining of the list of QR section cars started
last edition will continue in future editions and thanks
to Ken McHugh in highlighting one typographical error
on my part.

The next issue of Trackside will be published
around July 2008 and material for that edition is now
urgently, repeat urgently, sought.

Please note I only have dial-up internet access so
please only email small low-res images for
consideration. I will ask for high-res images after I
review the samples. Alternatively you can mail a CD
of high-res images to my home address of 13A Elms
Street, Bundamba, QLD 4304, at any time.

Frank Tybislawski

Proof read by Paul Vonhoff.

PDF prepared by Frank Tybislawski using an Acer laptop set up
in 12 point Times New Roman  font for printing on A3 size paper.

Edited by Frank Tybislawski on behalf of the Australian Society
of Section Car Operators Inc. GPO Box 2873, Brisbane, QLD
4001 for the information and use of members. Editorial comment
and content does not necessarily reflect the policies and opinions
of the Society.

Information contained herein is provided on the understanding
that it is subject to change, and therefore members should consult
with the management committee before acting on this information.
Publication of advertisements on behalf of members or others in
no way constitutes an endorsement or asurance as to the quality
or reliability of the service or item advertised.

COPYRIGHT ASSCO 2008

Back cover: Friday afternoon at Coolbinga, one
crossing loop east of Quilpie. Freight train #6725
bound for Acacia Ridge crosses the ASSCO convey.
Photo by: Brian Hunting.
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Cover photo: The ASSCO group turn on the angle at
Wallangarra prior to returning to Stanthorpe.
Photo by: George McHugh.
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Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th of October saw
ASSCO members assemble for the Biggenden-
Mundubbera-Biggenden-Pilerwea run. Although a
severe storm swept through the area late Friday
afternoon the weekend proved to be fine and sunny.
Saturday’s pre meet address was given by Jerry Jirasek,
the meeting co-ordinator. Jerry stated that this was the
biggest section car meeting in the Southern
Hemisphere. Quite an achievement I would say.
Congratulations to all involved. There were seventeen
cars and thirty five participants. The cars included three
MT14’s, five ST2’s, one Fessl, and eight M15’s.

The lead car, MT14 909, was manned by Jerry
Jirasek and John Jarvis, who once again did a great
job with the safe working. Bringing up the rear was
Andrew Simpson and Bob Freebairn on ST2 970. For
this weekend Mick Bielawski lent his car M15 297 to
Peter Matthews-Frederick and I for the run (thanks
Mick!). This was Peters first run as an operator, and
together with John Parnell they looked after traffic
control at the crossings.

We departed Biggenden on time (Train notice
TN07-11782) at 0830 hrs and travelled through farming
areas and small communities such as Degilbo,
Gooroolba and Wetheron, and headed for Gayndah.
On this section we crossed the Chowey bridge, built
in 1905, where we stopped on the return trip for
photographs.

Travelling through some of the small
communities where once there would have been a
crossing loop or siding, it was great to see signal posts
still standing (although the signals are long gone), as
they have mostly disappeared from other areas. Also
there were a few signal lever frames still in place. One
was an older type with the ratchet wheel used to tighten
or loosen the signal wire due to weather conditions
such as heat or cold.

After a short break at Gayndah, 1030 to 1040
hrs we headed for Mundubbera. On this section the
line mostly follows the river, where there is some great
scenery only accessible to those able to travel the line
or local property owners. Also on this section is the
“Hole in the Wall” where we later stopped. It was said

The Biggenden Run
By Geoff Swain

Above: Geoff Swain with Mick Bielawski and his M15 conversion at Mundubbera.
Photo by: Peter Matthews-Fredrick.
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that this was a mine, most likely discovered when
putting the cutting through for the line. Travelling
through the areas along the river, I enjoyed looking at
the flora, particularly the grass trees and I also noticed
bush orchids in flower. The best part about being a
passenger is that you get time to take in the
surroundings a bit more that the operator.

We arrived at Mundubbera at 1220 hrs where
the cars were turned around and we settled in the shade
for lunch. Departure time was 1310 hrs and as we
headed east for the return trip we looked forward to
the planned photo stops, such as the “Hole in the Wall”
and the three bridges chosen for the different styles of
construction. There are other bridges of interest on this
section but with limited time we passed them by. The
first photo opportunity was the previously mention
“Hole in the Wall” and then it was on to the upside
down bridge. This is a very interesting style of
construction but there appears to be a simple answer. I
am reliably informed that the construction manager
was Irish who read the plans upside down.

The next bridge was a trestle type and I would
imagine the skills used in building and maintaining
this type of bridge is fast disappearing. It would be
great to see photo’s of this bridge under construction.
The last bridge we stopped at was the Chowey bridge,

not far from Biggenden. Different bridges with
different construction methods, and I can’t help but
like these old bridges. Imagine the scene during
construction. We arrived back at Biggenden at 1800
hrs. A great day and great run with minimal delays.
Although Mr T’s ST2 was towed in for the last few
k’s, I am sure he will have it up and running again in
no time. That evening we assembled at the Commercial
Hotel for the evening meal and the Annual General
Meeting.

Sunday we gathered for the run to Pilerwa, and
after Jerry’s pre meeting address we departed
Biggenden at 0810 hrs. Upon leaving Biggenden, there
is some great scenery on the right and side where the
skyline is dominated by Mt Walsh. Looking up at Mt
Walsh I noticed two wedge tailed eagles soaring on
the thermals. As we headed east there was more great
scenery and through some of the forest areas I noticed
ground orchids in flower.

At the 18.5km mark there is a cross which
appears to mark a grave. I would like to tell you that is
marks the grave of a fettler who died on the job, but in
fact it marks the boundary of the fettling gangs who
maintained the line. This information comes from John
Jarvis who knows this line well. By the way, John was
not the reliable information about the Irish bridge

The ASSCO convoy at Chowey Bridge. Photo by George McHugh.
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builder.
Thinoomba lies

at the 16km mark
where the trailable
facing points at the
opposite end of the
yard were reversed
for the safe passage
of the cars. We
arrived at Pilerwa at
1105 hrs to turn and
there was some delay
to contact control for
the safe working at
Pilerwa. There is an
old crane used for the
loading of sugar cane
and pineapples. We
departed Pilerwa at
1140 hrs, and once
again the points at
Thinoomba were
reversed for safe passage. After leaving Thinoomba
you may have noticed the station sign of Hunters Hut.
On the western side the line descends down a grade to
a 30km curve at the bottom of the grade. John Jarvis
tells me that this was the scene of a major derailment
when a train failed to negotiate the curve. The train
was driven by Jim Dines.

Next it was on to Aramara for lunch. After lunch,
it was back on the
cars for the run to
Biggenden with a
photo stop near a
trestle bridge built on
a curve. Arrival time
at Biggenden was
1510 hrs. Another
great day.

For me, being a
member of ASSCO
means not only being
able to ride on these
great machines, but
also for the scenery
and structures along
lines rarely used
these days. I would
like to thank Jerry
(meet coordinator),
John Jarvis, the
RTC’s and all those

who contributed to make this a great meeting. I know
I enjoyed myself and look forward to meeting you when
once again we ridge the rails.

Above: One of several different steel bridges along the
route.
Below: The group inspect the "Hole in the Wall" while
taking a break to stretch the legs.
Both photos by: Peter Matthews-Fredrick
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Above: The ASSCO fleet at Wallangarra station.
Photo by George McHugh

ASSCO TRIP TO STANTHORPE
A WOMANS PERSPECTIVE

     This was my third trip with ASSCO and
surprisingly, despite being female I quite enjoy the
trips.  The trips give me a chance to relax from my
busy life and basically chill out.  Now this may not be
what most women would call taking time out but for
me sitting on the Section Car all day and doing
absolutely nothing except admiring the scenery is very
therapeutic.  I liken the ride on a section car as to being
on a roller coaster. The wind whistling through your
hair is quite exhilarating.   This is also a very unique
way of seeing the country side from where you
normally would not see it.
          The trip to Stanthorpe was no exception.  Despite
the wet weather the weekend went very well.  Saturday
morning I woke to a rather dismissal day and knew I
was going to get very wet. I was to ride on an open
section car so I came prepared with full wet gear.  With
the group helping each other out to get the section cars
on the track we were able to leave on time.  I joined
the group in Warwick for the return journey.   The trip
to Warwick was apparently very wet and not very
pleasant.  Upon arrival in Warwick the group was met
by a group of curious onlookers and a bag pipe band.

After a quick refresher and lunch and minor repairs to
the couple of section cars it was time to head back to
Stanthorpe.  The rain had stopped for the time being
and we were able to have a fairly pleasant return
journey.  As I had not been on this trip before I enjoyed
the scenery very much.  The overcast skies and wet
ground made the country side look very picturesque.
          On this particular section of Railway line I was
surprised to see a large  number of kangaroos and other
wildlife.  I even had the opportunity of seeing a Wedge
Tail Eagle.  We made a stop at the Gorge Dam where
Allan Pearce encouraged me to walk to the dam to
have a closer look.  Now the walk to the dam was quite
interesting as the ground was quite muddy and slippery.
Combined with steel cap boots and all weather wet
gear the walk was quite you could say challenging in
the fact of staying upright as some certain members
would vouch for.  The dam wall itself is made of bricks
and I wondered how they managed to haul the bricks
there and build the wall in such bushland.  Another
point of interest or two were the tunnels, where
evidence of earlier steam trains could be seen by the
blackened roof.  Again these tunnels were made of
brick.  We also got to get up close and personal with
the inhabitants of these tunnels which as you could
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guess were the bats.
         Unfortunately the weather did not hold out.
When we got to Thulimbah the rain bucketed down.  I
will honestly say that this part of the ride was not
pleasant.  Being cold and not being able to see, (I wear
glasses and had to take them off as I couldn’t see
through them), is not much fun.  I was glad to get back
to Stanthorpe.  The cars were taken off the line for
security reasons. After helping everyone pack up for
the night. I headed back to the motel for a warm shower.
Every one met in The Country Comfort Pub for a hearty
meal.

The next day the group headed to Wallangarra.
The weather had luckily turned out to be fine and sunny.
Again with everyone’s assistance the group were able
to head off on time.  I was to meet the group at
Wallangarra for the return journey.  The group were
fortunate enough to be able to look at some old section
cars and other railway memorabilia which was stored
on the dual gauge track within the old Wallangarra
Meat Works.  After photos we headed back to
Wallangarra Station for a quick look and lunch.  The
Station had been turned into a museum and a cafeteria.
The cafeteria I believe no longer operates.  This was
not my first visit to Wallangarra as my husband John
worked at the station for a couple of years, in fact this

is were we met so it was a bit like going back in time.
I could not believe how much the station had changed
with all the renovations. My old photos of the station
will definitely be worth preserving.  The return trip
was quite uneventful.  The main stop being a photo
shoot at The Devil’s Elbow between Wallangarra and
Wyberba, this was well worth stopping at.  The country
is quite different to yesterday’s trip to Warwick.  The
ground quite flat and dry.  Obviously being in the
granite belt the main scenery was the fruit trees and
not to forget to mention the pretty wildflowers.  We
arrived back in Stanthorpe pretty much on time.  All
section cars performed quite well with no breakdowns
that I can recall.

To sum it all up I enjoy being member of ASSCO.
The members are extremely friendly and work together
to help each other out.   Being a female will not stop
me going on any more trips.  Although this may not be
what some women like but if you enjoy roughing it, so
to speak, then this is definitely worth the experience.
I look forward to going on many more runs in the
future, hopefully with our own section car.  Till next
time.

Kay Summers

Above: The ASSCO fleet at Warwick station.
Photo by George McHugh
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QR History......
By Mr "T"

Well, over the years during my career, in the early
days we didn’t have the technology and equipment they
have to-day, but we still did the same job with more
manpower mainly. I’d like to give “Trackside” snip-
bits from time to time, with some information on how
I used to perform certain functions in my job.

Before being appointed Permenatnt Way
Inspector (Track Section Supervisor to-day) I spent 10
years as a Relay Foremen. This entailed total upgrade
of the track, firstly replacing the smaller rail from 30kg
to 41kg welded into 110m lengths, then replacing all
the timber sleepers with Double Shouldered sleepers
plates, and finally replacing the sand ballast with Blue
Metal. I had over 100 men at certain times and these
were divided into 3 sections. The leading gang was
called the “Steel Gang”, the middle gang who replaced
all the sleepers were the “Sleeper Gang”, and finally
the back gang who lifted and packed the finished line
by hand were called the “Ballast gang”. All done by
hand, and very hard back-breaking work.

Now, one of the very first jobs with a Relay Gang
was to lay out the 110m rails. They came on a train
consist of over 110m in length, with 48 lengths. We
unloaded each rail by two steel ropes, one on each side
of the consist, one end anchored to the track and the
other end (which had a hook on it) was hooked through
the bolt hole in the rail on the wagons. I’d signal the
driver to take off (Flying Shunt) and as the rails came
off the wagon, we had eight or nine men pull out and
hold on the steel ropes and the rails would snake off
the wagon. Once the lead section of the rail landed on
the cess,the remainder of the rail fell in the same
location on the cess.

When these rails were welded into 110m lengths
at Banyo and loaded onto the “Rail Set” they greased
the bearers, and flat steel spacers were placed on top
of the first layer at each wagon staunchen, then greased
for the next layer. The grease allowed the rails to move
and bend around the curves on their long journey to
us. During the unloading operation, as the train speeded
up and as the rail moved off, things got really hot from
the friction. As the hot rail hit these greased patches
the grease would ignite and there’d be a “WOOOSH”
of flame, which would die out immediately, but was
quite spectacular to watch while it lasted.

Having given you a picture of what work we did,
I want to now get the section cars involved. We had a

“Pettibone Crane” to handle the rails.
Often when we completed relaying a section,we

had long lengths of 41kg rail that needed to be taken
ahead, and sometimes this distance was over 20km. It
was too far to drag them, so we trolleyed them, and
this is how we did it. I had two ST2’s and nine Flat-
tops spaced out evenly along the rail to be carried, two
sleepers placed long-ways each side of the flat tops,
and a sleeper accross the top of these runners. The
Pettibone would pick up one end of the rail and place
it on the first flat-top,we’d anchor this, then the machine
would move along the rail repeating the process with
all nine flat-tops until the rail was loaded, sometimes
we carried four 110m rails.

To take off, most times it was just a matter of
riding the belt till we got moving well, then into top
gear and cruise. The Pettibone would follow to unload
the rail at the new location. Can you picture the
situation, four 110m rails slung on nine flat-tops. In
between each flat-top the rails were like Sphagetti
slung down to within 200mm of the track, like a
Dragon.

We did not have exhausts on the section cars and
they fairly thumped in your ear under full power. Here’s
another thing I particularly noticed, and I’ve noticed
this on our section car runs quite often, no two section
cars will fire the same, even under power. With the
rail operation, we’d be cruising along at about 30kph
under full power, both engines would sort of beat
together for a few seconds, then go off beat for a while
and a few minutes later beat in time again, over and
over again, quite thrilling to me at the time.

Well this has been a bit long winded, but I needed
to paint you a picture before telling you of the Section
Car involvement. I would like to see this published as
there are quite a few ASSCO members who only know
about riding on the rails, and probably don’t have any
knowledge of how the rails got there, see ya!

Mr ”T”
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I bought my trailer before I obtained my section
car - how else was I going to get it home? I had not
been on a section car run, and had little idea of what
other people were using. With hindsight, it would be a
good idea to go to a meet and observe other people’s
set ups, and watch them unload/load their section cars.
I bought a new single axle 8 x 5 foot trailer, and gets
plenty of use in-between section car hauling duties!
Buying new, you can specify what you would like the

trailer to be equipped with. I got tie-down rails front
and rear, spare tyre holder and a swing-away jockey
wheel. The jockey wheel is a very useful feature, and
I highly recommend it. If I bought another trailer, I
would get jerry can holders mounted behind the
mudguards.

I then bought four 2m sections of 50mm x 50mm
box section steel to make ramps and rails for the trailer.
I welded angle brackets on two lengths, and these were

Above: The trailer as purchased, ready for some slight modifications. Photo by: Paul Vonhoff.

My Section Car Trailer
By Paul Vonhoff
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bolted to the trailer floor. These were spaced at 3 foot
six inches, but with hindsight these could have been
made a bit wider (same as a portable turntable) so the
section car rides more on the flat of the wheel.

The ramps were my next adventure. I used my
high-school trigonometry for the first time ever to do
something useful - work out what angle to cut the ramp
so it sat flush on the ground. Lacking experience, I
built a ramp setup that had two bars to hold the ramps
at 3 foot six spacing, and a hook at the top of the ramp
that hooked onto a bolt on the rails in the trailer. This
setup worked, but it was slow to assemble and
disassemble. The bars were necessary to stop the ramp
rails from twisting because the hook arrangement was
welded to the outside of the ramp rail. I have since
welded another bar on the ramp rail on the inside, which
allowed me to get rid of the bars. I have welded some
chain at the toe end of the ramp rails, which allows the
ramps to be set up very quickly - just hook the ramp
rails onto the trailer, and kick the ends apart for perfect
3 foot six spacing. There is a about 50 cm of left/right
swing in the ramp to line up the section car when
loading.

I have a four-wheel drive hand winch, rated at
lifting 1800 kilograms. As I figured it would take me a
while to restore my section car, I decided I would use
this to load and unload my section car, until I started

attending ASSCO meets. I made a “cradle” for the
winch which bolted onto the spare tyre holder rail. I
used a boat trailer roller to protect the trailer front wall
from the cable, and attached the winch to the trailer
drawbar coupler. This worked well, but it was slow to
set up and disassemble. I did actually use this setup at
a couple of ASSCO meets, but I was determined to
build a boat winch setup like I had seen other people
using. I lurked around on eBay and bought a AL-KO
boat winch, 10:1 ratio with automatic brake. A winch
with automatic brake is expensive to buy new, but it’s
really great for a controlled descent of the section car
off the trailer. With no-load, it is possible to pull the
cable off the winch without activating the brake, as
long as it’s done gently - any jerking will cause the
brake to lock on. The 10:1 ration makes loading the
section car very easy, but it can be slow when it’s just
the cable being wound in. If I bought another winch, I
would get a 10:5:1 ratio winch.

I made a winch post that stood high enough so
the cable didn’t rub against the trailer front wall,
eliminating the boat roller. The winch post bolted to
trailer’s original spare tyre rail. I made a brace that
goes from the top of the winch post to the drawbar
coupler bolt, to stop the winch post bending. I used
steel cable in the winch. I had a spare piece of chain
(about 50cm long) with a hook, and I attached this to

Above: Using the winch to safely unload the section car.



the cable. It
works well, as I
can hook the
chain back on
itself. If you
hook a cable
back on itself,
the cable will
kink and be
damaged.

A t
first I used 6mm
chain with over-
centre load
binders to secure
the section car
on the trailer, but
I have since
change to 2500
kg tie-down
straps to allow
more “give”.
One strap goes
from the rear of

the trailer, around the front of the section car frame,
and back to the rear. The other strap goes from the
front of the trailer, around the rear of the section car
frame, and back to the front. A third, smaller strap goes
over the middle of the section car in case I hit a bump
to stop the section car bouncing off the rails in the

trailer.
Overall, I

like my current
setup. It’s fast to
setup and
disassemble, and
the section car
can be loaded
and unloaded
quickly and
safely. I would
like to mount my
spare tyre on the
trailer, but that’s
a project for
another day.

Above: Another load transported safely and securely
with the floor rails and tie down chains.

Below: The fabricated winch post and bracing.
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Recently I was removing bearings from M15 axle
boxes, using the Mark Swarby method suggested on
his web site i.e. heat the axle boxes up and hit down
on a block of wood.

Well this worked on all but one, even heating it
up several times and banging it down on an old stump
out side my shed, the outer ring refused to budge.

So I selected a piece of steel bar (brass would
have been better) a several thou smaller than the outer
ring. I then turned a taper on the end, matching the
taper in the outer ring.

To set the compound slide of my lathe at the right
angle, I placed another ring in the lathe and held a
small straight edge against the taper, with the
compound slide loosened I kept adjusting it until I
could follow the straight edge with the lathe tool, a
more accurate way would have been using my dial

gauge.
With the bar fitting the taper, I placed it in the

freezer for half an hour. I heated the up axle box
housing then placed the cold bar in the stubborn ring,
30 seconds later I banged it down on the stump and
hey presto it moved, but refused to come right out.

Although the steel was still cold, but where it
was touching the ring it was warm, this is where brass
would be better. Anyway back to the freezer and the
next time the ring came out.

         Keith.

Toolbox Tip - Removing a Stubborn Bearing
By Keith Hendrick

Above: Bearing housing and bearing removal tool.  If you have a problem with a restoration job ask another
member as most likely somebody else has had, and solved, the same problem before.
Photo by: Keith Hendrick.



Trackside April 2008 Page 13

123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345
123456789012345678901234567890121234567890123456789012345678901212345

Former QR
ST2 section
Car.

Briggs &
Stratton
conversion.

Fleet No. 321
or VSC019.

Fair condition.

Has a running
engine and 2
speed forward
and reverse
gear box with a
roof and a new
fuel tank!
C o m p l e t e
metal frame.
Was last used in
the Townsville
area.

Must sell!
$1000. Price
negotiable.

Call
Neil Hughes:
(07) 3341
2474

************
One New
Wheel.
Tamper 1-1.
Suit MT14/
ST2, $80

One Fairmont
turntable
$350.00.

Call
Rod Burfoot
Ph: 0402 094
036.

For Sale . For Sale . For Sale . For Sale

For Sale . For Sale . For Sale . For Sale
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Welcome to the first edition of trackside for 2008.

Firstly I should apologise for not providing a group
co-ordinators report until now, work and family
commitments all impact on time available for ASSCO
activities.

AGM – Biggenden
The AGM was held at the Commercial Hotel at
Biggenden. The committee remains the same and I
would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone
for volunteering their time in helping manage ASSCO.

Andrew Simpson  - Group Co-ordinator
Ben Critchley - Assistant Group Co-ordinator
Peter Burden - Treasurer
Jerry Jirasek - Committee member and Qld

state liaison officer
Paul Vonhoff - Committee member and

webmaster
Darren Standfast - Committee and minute taker
Keith Hendrick - Committee member, operator

competency delegate

Also big thanks to Paul Rollason managing the medical
files/database for the group, and thanks to Frank
Tybislawski for editing Trackside.

As you may realise there have been some changes to
the EOI’s (Expressions of Interest) to where payment
sent. The reason this is done is that if you turn up at a
meet without lodging an EOI/payment you will not be
able to participate. No Exceptions!

The committee has also realised that some of the EOI
forms have not been filled in correctly (eg date of
medical/QR Pink card expiry). It is very helpful to those
organising a meet if all details are filled in accurately.
It is also each members responsibility to ensure that
their QR Pink card and medical are up to date. If your
expiry date is approaching for your medical please
contact Paul Rollason at least 3 months before it expires
so the necessary paperwork can be generated.

QR Pink Cards
The committee has organised for a Pink Card session
to be held on Saturday 3rd May 2008 at Arana Hills
Church of Christ, 2 Bringelly Street. Lower Hall.
Contact Andrew Simpson for details and if attending.

AMRA 2008 May Show
Again this year we will have a display at the annual
AMRA Model Train Show in the Brisbane Exhibition
grounds. Paul Vonhoff has organised our participation
and Bruce McCracken is managing the display. Thanks
to both for supporting and promoting ASSCO at this
event.

ASSCO Cloth Patches.
If you would like an Official ASSCO Cloth patch see
Peter Burden.

Car Standards.
It has come to the attention of the committee that some
cars do not meet the standard colour of “safety yellow”
as this colour must be shown on front and rear of car
for visibility purposes. It is proposed as from the next
meet that all cars must have a working horn fitted, as
per agreed standards with QR.

Annual Inspections and Pre-Meet Inspections.
Congratulations to Mick Bielawski who has now
gained competency as a car assessor. Annual
inspections will, from now on, not be undertaken at a
meet, the annual inspection must be completed prior
to arrival at the meet. When you do arrive at a meet
please unload your car as soon as practical so as to be
ready for pre-meet inspections and ready to be placed
on track when advised. Also make sure you have all
your Personal Protective Equipment with you and
available for inspection.

UHF Radios.
Please make sure your UHF radios are in good working
condition and batteries fully charged. Also please try
to limit non-essential radio chatter whilst on a run. It
can be distracting and also reduces battery life. Try to
only use radios as part of normal ASSCO safeworking
procedures.

Operator Reassessment.
Keith Hendrick has reassessed most Qld operators
during the last few runs. If you have not been re-
assessed as an operator, and know that you will need
to be re-assessed, please contact Keith and let him
know which meet you will be attending so re-
assessment can be completed.

Safety Management System Documents.
These documents are presently being updated and all
members will receive the updated documents as soon

Group Co-ordinators Report
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Coming Events

Please check the ASSCO website, your email and
mail box for updates on proposed events.

31st May to 1st June
Emerald Run.
Yamboyna-Blair Athol-Yamboyna
Anakie-Pine Hill-Anakie

3rd May to 5th May
AMRA Show - ASSCO Display
Brisbane Exhibition Grounds
Contact Bruce McCracken 0414 871 009

Saturday 3rd May 2008
QR Pink Card (cost to be advertised)
Arana Hills Church of Christ (Lower Hall),
2 Bringelly Street.
 Contact Andrew Simpson for details and if attending.

10th August to 13th August
Forsayth Run.
Dimbulah - Forsayth
Forsayth - Dimbulah

Now Available.......
ASSCO cloth badges.

ASSCO DVD's.............
� � � � � Biggenden Run - October 2007
� � � � � Kingaroy Run - April 2007

as they are available. Members must sign and return
the acknowledgement receipt as soon as possible. Also
be advised that these documents are the property of
ASSCO and must only be used for ASSCO purposes.

Membership & Insurance Renewals.
Membership and insurance fees are the same as last
year and renewal forms will be mailed out soon. Please
return the form with your payment promptly and also
ensure any changes (postal address etc) are included.

Proposed Meets.
• Emerald   May 31st - June 1st

Download EOI from website.
The Emerald run is filling fast so it will be first in best
dressed if you are intending to come as a passenger.

• Dimbulah - Forsayth   August 10th -13th
Check website and download EOI when available

As discussed at the Goomeri meet, being a four day
meet, every car will only carry two persons (to allow
space for luggage etc) at the discression of each car
operator.

Future Meets.
The committee will post on the events page of the
ASSCO website the proposed meets and dates from
October 2008 to March 2009 soon.

Upcoming AGM
It is proposed to hold the next AGM at Dimbulah during
the meet. The actual date and venue will be advised as
soon as possible.

In closing I’d like to remind you that ASSCO is your
organisation and any help you can give the committee
is and will be greatly appreciated, but please remember
that we are all volunteers and sometimes things will
take a little longer to happen than they should.

It has been a great start to the year and the remainder
of 2008 will also be exciting. Thanks to every ASSCO
member for being a part of this great organisation.
Please remember Safety First at all times and see you
at an ASSCO event soon.

Andrew Simpson

http://www.assco.org.au

All events are subject to change, alteration or cancellation after
Trackside is printed. On track events are run in accordance

with the groups Safety Management System.




