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From the Editor:

Hi everyone and welcome to the first
edition of Trackside for 2009. It has been a
struggle to get this edition to print for two
reasons.

Firstly my PC failed and had to be re-
loaded which meant that all previous Track-
side material, photographs and software was
lost. This edition has been formatted using a
different program so it may take a little while
to get the format back to where it was before.

Secondly, unfortunately, it has again
been hard to get material to print in Track-
side. You will note that there are no photo-
graphs to accompany the article on the
Goondiwindi Run despite a request for some
via the ASSCO Yahoo group. To fill in the
last page I had to cobble together a short
piece on the Oberon to Tarana Heritage Rail-
way.

Frank Tybislawski
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A Northern Safari

By Keith Hendrick

J'

Above: ASSCO cars lined up in the siding ready for
water tank, platform and signal levers in the background.

On August the 9™ a group of
ASSCO members embarked on a Safari,
commencing at Dimbulah up on the Ather-
ton Tableland and travelled 612 kilometres
through Almaden, Mt Surprise, Einasleigh,
Forsayth and return to Dimbulah, complet-
ing the fantastic round trip in four days.
This is the first time that we have tried this,
carrying all our gear with us and overnight-
ing in three towns.

Not only was the trip outstanding,
some of the journeys that members made to
go on the trip would be a story in itself.

= -
departure from Almaden with the former
Photo by: Keith Hendrick

St

Russell and Gaie Savage drove a similar dis-
tance in their truck carrying four section cars
and towing a camper trailer, Darren and
Selena Standfast drove up from Rockhamp-
ton, Don Anderson (Mr T) came across from
Hughenden, lan Williams, Kerry Gaven, my-
self drove up from Townsville and new
member Meg Farmer had the shortest dis-
tance around 45k came from Mareeba.
Everybody had to carry all the gear
needed for the trip so some of the section cars
were pretty loaded. We were lucky we had
Russell’s Holden powered A5 as he was the

Robert and Rosie Sherwood flew up from pack horse and carried all the excess gear.

Adelaide, Mark Swaby flew up from Mel-
bourne, Ben Critchley and Lillian Schuner-

Eight section cars were used to trans-
port 14 members plus a Safe worker. Warren

mann drove over 1000km from Brisbane, Byrnes from Savannahlander was our safe
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Above: ASSCO cars waiting for the Savannahlander to pass through towards Cairns.
Below: A typical scene showing the track standard and countryside in the region.
Both photos by: Keith Hendrick
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worker on the outward journey and Matt
Fenn was our return safe worker. Both had a
vast knowledge of the area and we were
treated to quite a few tourist type attractions.

We were able to leave our vehicles at
a paddock beside the police station, this gave
us complete peace of mind as we were away
from them for four days. After a few techni-
cal difficulties, we were under way, and
were treated to some spectacular scenery as
we travelled through some historic land-
marks. We went through Cape Horn, a wa-
tering spot for the steam engines on up the
Lappa range on our way to meet with the
Savanahlander railmotor at Almaden. At
Lappa we stopped a while to check out a mu-
seum before travelling on to arrive well be-
fore the railmotor at Almaden.

I am a bit sorry that I did not re-
search the area before embarking on this
trip, as there is an enormous amount of his-
tory along the route that we took. I have

since found out that the original line was not
built by QR but by the Chillagoe Railway
and Mining co, commencing from Mareeba
and reaching Forsayth exactly 100 years
ago. This would be a big undertaking with
today’s machinery, just imagine what it
would be like with the machinery of that era
and the terrible isolation.

The whole north of the state seems to
be rich in just about every mineral. Copper
and Tin were some of the minerals mined in
the area at the time. Coal was mined at
Mount Mulligan and transported all over the
north to supply the various smelters. Unfor-
tunately, Queensland's worst mining disaster
occurred at Mount Mulligan in 1921 where
75 miners died in a mine explosion.

While we waited for the railmotor at
Almaden we had our lunch and checked out
the area. After lunch we waved the railmotor
off on its journey to Cairns and we were on
our way in the other direction. The morning

Below: Outside the terminus, Forsayth station, the ASSCO fleet is ready to head east again.
Photo by: Keith Hendrick
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Above: The journey is complete upon arrival at Dimbulah station. Photo by: Keith Hendrick

run was a little rushed as we did not want to
hold the motor up, but this gave us plenty of
time for the rest of the afternoon. It was a
pleasant trip into Mt Surprise, our first over-
night stop. We were able to lock our section
cars away for the night with a Savannah-
lander railmotor.

Next morning we were on our way
again stopping for lunch at Einasleigh. Be-
fore crossing the river to Einasleigh, we
walked up stream to view a mini gorge in
middle of the river, quite spectacular. There
was quite a bit of machinery at Einasleigh as
QR was doing some line upgrading in the
area.

After lunch we were on our way
again and were soon climbing the Newcastle
range on our way to Forsayth. That evening
we were treated to Trevor’s cooking on the
hotel’s BBQ and every one had a pretty en-
joyable night.

Next morning our safe worker War-
ren was replaced by Matt Fenn for the return
trip, so it was a leisurely trip back to Mt Sur-
prise for our last overnight of the journey.

Once again everyone had a good time and
we were serenaded by the talented Two Ten-
ors. I won’t mention names, as they don’t
want to be hassled by talent scouts.

On leaving Mt Surprise the next
morning we made the first stop at Fossil
Brook creek. This creek has water in it all
year round and it is hard to believe that in
1905, 400 men mined Tin and Wolfram in
the district. The town had two hotels. Need-
less to say there was no sign of it when we
were there.

After stopping for lunch at Almaden
we were on our way again, with photo stops
at Lappa and Cape Horn arriving at Dimbu-
lah in the late afternoon. Every one I spoke
to enjoyed the trip and said it is a must do
again trip. [ will certainly be putting my hand
up again. What made this trip enjoyable apart
from the spectacular scenery was the lay
back approach, as each day’s journey was
relatively short compared to some of the
other runs that we have done. I also would
recommend doing it by Savannahlander.
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The Brisbane Model Railway Show
3rd — 5th May 2008
By Bruce McCracken

The Model Railway Show had come around
again, and it was up to me to set up the
stand. I had volunteered after last years
show. A big thanks to Paul Vonhoff for ar-
ranging the site. We had a 5 metre frontage
this time, a far cry from last year.

At Friday lunchtime, I went down to the
RNA pavilion to find our new location. It
was in the middle of Building No. 10. As no
other exhibitors had set up, I was looking at
a blank piece of concrete, with no back or
side wall. There was nothing to hang things
on. I returned home to load up. I arrived
back at about 3pm, with my M15 and 44 gal-
lon drum to sit the TV on. As Building No.
10 was only being half used, there was
plenty of room to unload and park my M15,
and I returned home to pick up my ST2. I
went back to the show at about Spm, and met
Geoff Dunnett with his TMCe. We
unloaded the TMC6 first and rolled it over to
the rear of the stand, then placed the ST2 at
the front. The M15 was placed on the left
hand side of the stand, facing forward.

I had painted four section car wheels yellow
earlier in the week, and Paul Vonhoff had
made four posts which were then bolted to
the wheels. Five metres of plastic chain was
hung from the four posts, this was our bar-
rier to stop the public entering and to stop
three year olds from climbing on the cars.
The DVD player was set up with the TV and
tested. The flashing light was powered up
on the ST2 via a transformer. I had a lami-
nated ASSCO sign made which I had
framed on to a sheet of plywood. The sign
was placed in the rain gutter of the TMC6 (I
knew there was a reason why the TMC6 was
there).

I also obtained a large laminated map of
Queensland which I also framed. I had high-

lighted the towns and lines where ASSCO
had run to and from.

With the stand now complete, it was off to
get the extra passes for entry into the show,
but the organizers had shot through for the
night. Extra passes would have to be picked
up on Saturday, but I had no plans for me to
go into the show on Saturday. I had a phone
call from Andrew Simpson, who was told by
the organizers that no extra passes were
available. This would make it impossible for
the volunteers manning the stand over the
next three days to gain free entry. After do-
ing Pink Cards on Saturday morning, I
headed back to the show. The extra passes
were then arranged, but I would have to wait
for an hour before they would be ready. This
would stuff up my day, because I was going
elsewhere. To my surprise, the passes were
ready after about 20 minutes. So with passes
organized, I shot through leaving Jason Hite
and Andrew Simpson manning the stand.

Sunday afternoon was my first shift, with
John Parnell. Just like Saturday, the crowds
were large when we arrived, but petered out
later into the afternoon. Many questions
were asked, like “What do you use these
for?” and “What do they do?”. The map of
Queensland worked well, it showed the pa-
trons where ASSCO had run.

Several ex-QR employees stopped at the
stand for a chat, and always had a story relat-
ing to section cars. Membership forms were
handed out, and many patrons seemed keen
to join ASSCO. Monday afternoon was my
next shift, taking over from Mick Bielawski,
and Peter Matthews-Frederick. More ques-
tions and answers given, and of course the
classic question, “Do they run on diesel?”.

With the show winding down, the DVD was

7



Trackside

January 2009

still attracting a crowd, one bloke stood and
watched for an hour, disappeared for about
30 minutes, came back and watched some
more, right past the 4pm closing time. We
had four or five patrons still watching the
DVD 15 minutes after the show had closed.
With the other stands already starting to
pack up, I pulled the plug on the DVD be-
cause we too had to pack up.

I would like to thank Jason Hite, Mick Saf-
fioti, Andrew Simpson, Allan and Jennifer
Pearce, Ben Critchley and Lillian Schune-
mann, Mick Bielawski, John Parnell, and
Peter Matthews-Frederick for manning the
stand. Thank you to Geoff Dunnett for al-
lowing the display of his TMC6.

The Warwick Run
By Fessl Fan #1

Above: In the SDSR compound on Saturday morning are Jason Hite, Paul Rollason, Anna

and Peter Burden, Shane Ferris, Ken and George McHugh.

I travelled with Bruce McCracken in his
trusty Hi-Ace van up to Warwick on Friday
afternoon, with his ST2 229 in tow. On the
way up we inspected the ash pit at the former
Mt Edwards station. Over the other side of
Cunningham's gap, we went to Maryvale and
followed the old right-of-way of the old
branch.

SDSR (Southern Downs Steam Railway)
was allowing people to set-on on the Friday
afternoon, letting ASSCO members store

Photo by: Fessl Fan #1

their Section Car in their compound, and as
this task was completed, people filtered into
the pub near the station. I spent a while
catching up with the gossip and then went
back to my relatives for dinner. On Saturday
morning, most cars were already on the
track, with their owners fussing over last
minute details. When ASSCO got authority
for the section, we departed for Harristown.
ASSCO had not been on this track before, so
it was a new experience for everyone. There
were a couple of RTC crossings near town,
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Above: Peter Matthews-Frederick, Jason Hite, Bruce McCracken, Allan Pearce at Warwick.

Photo by: Fessl Fan #1

and they went smoothly. I kept a lookout for
where the old Maryvale and Killarney
branch formation peeled away from the line.
The day was sunny and warm, and the coun-
tryside was quite enjoyable to travel through.
At Clifton, ASSCO went across a level
crossing protected by boom gates, which I
think is a first. The consist made good time
travelling across the black soil country. The
crossing loops along the way are fitted with
Trailable Facing Points. At each loop, the
first car with Jerry and Steve pulled up and
threw the points over. The last car with
Mick Bielawski and John Summers would
pull up and throw them back.

At Wyreema, the old line going to Gowrie
Junction could be seen, along with the re-
mains of a few four-wheel sheep wagons.

Coming into Harristown, we went from DTC
safeworking territory into RCS safeworking.

The consist pulled up at the grain silos, and
with a bit of shunting, the cars were turned
around, where we proceeded to DownsSteam
at Drayton. Paul Rollason, the trip co-
ordinator, had organised DownsSteam to put
on a BBQ for us. DownsSteam have an SX
set, tram, and C16 steam locomotive.

We departed Drayton after lunch for our re-
turn run back to Warwick, which went
quickly and without incident. SDSR put on a
dinner BBQ, and afterwards the ASSCO
AGM, deferred from the northern run, was
held. It was my last day as a committee
member, and I'd like to welcome John Sum-
mers on board as my replacement!

On Sunday we were departing an hour later
due to the shorter run. Departing the station,
the consist navigated through numerous level
crossings until the highway was reached,
which was crossed with the help of flashing
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lights and RTC. From there on, it was easy
running through the countryside. A member
of SDSR was motorcading and taking a lot
of video of the section cars, hopefully he will
supply ASSCO a copy of his efforts. Al-
though it wasn't all the black soil plains of
the Saturday trip, there was plenty to look at,
and the line itself curved its way through the
undulating country, straight and dull it was-
n't. The consist reach Karara, for a brief
comfort stop. Most people here had a look
at the section car shed, which Frank and I
had looked at a year before when doing the
COP. The water tank for the steam locomo-
tives still exists, a fine example of railway
heritage.

The next stop was Gore, now a crossing
loop, but previously the junction of the Ce-
ment Mills branch, whose formation can still
be seen. The section cars were driven up to
the end of the loop were they were turned.

January 2009

.

Above: Upholding the Briggs and Stratton flag, Noel Rooney arrives at Warwick with 580.

The roadhouse here provided a great cooked
lunch and ice-cream, and a comfy table to
eat at! All to soon, it was time to start up
again. A slight shower was encountered on
the way back to Warwick, which didn't
dampen spirits. On arrival at Warwick, it
proceeded to rain again, which meant that
everyone packed up hastily to escape the
rain. The shower would keep travelling onto
Brisbane, where it turned into a ferocious
storm.

The run went well for everyone, there were
no major drama's, mostly just the usual spark
plug fouling. Thanks to Paul Rollason, meet
co-ordinator, and Frank Tybislawski for writ-
ing the COP so ASSCO could do this run.
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Above: Leaving Gore Roadhouse. Foreground- Barry Coster, John Parnell. Background- Pe-
ter Matthews-Frederick, Allan Pearce, Jennifer Pearce, Jason Hite.

Below.: Condamine River Bridge Both photos by: Fessl Fan #I
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Charleville Run
28th March to 31st March 2008
by Bruce McCranking-me-2-stroke

A two day drive from Brisbane to Charle-
ville allowed me to roll into town about
3:30pm, Thursday and take run past the rail-
way station and railway pub. Not much
seems to have changed since 1994, when I
was here on an ARHS excursion with PB15
732 (that was the last time that engine ran,
the long and rough trip killed it).

On the lap back I spotted some section cars
on trailers outside the Warrego Motel. 1
stopped to say hello and found the motel had
a room left, which I quickly snapped up. We
wandered over to the station for a look
around, and after a chat with the local QR
staff, we donned our Hi-Vis vests and had a
look around the yard, and where the Section
Car shed once stood. It had been removed
some months earlier. Most of us had tea at
the railway pub that night, and we were also
informed that an earlier start was scheduled
for Friday morning, 4:30am at the Charle-
ville yard.

Day 1

With a very early start, it was still dark when
we arrived in the yard. After unloading my
MTI14 716 in getting it ready in the dark, I
thought "Goody, a night run!" The reason
for the earlier start was to cross a train at
Westgate. It had left Charleville for Quilpie
late Thursday afternoon after it had been
given a jump start by a sister 1720 class loco
which was heading to Cunnamulla later that
night with its own train. As the morning was
getting brighter we found out that the cross
was not happening, as the loco had failed to
start at Quilpie. With pre-trip briefing and
radio check complete, all the cars set back
from the dead end onto the mainline for our
run up to Westgate, 20 kilometres away.

When you leave Charleville yard the line
runs uphill for quite some way, I remember
this section from my run with the PB in 1994.
The PB stalled on this section when it ran out
of steam, the new loco crew wasn’t watching
the gauges and forgot to put coal on the fire,
true story! They were too excited about driv-
ing the steam loco. We arrived at Westgate,
where Jerry advised Control all the cars had
cleared the section and we were ready to de-
part for Wanko. I had a quick walk around
the angle at Westgate and tried to find where
the section car shed had been, it had been re-
moved some months ago. A hole had been
dug nearby and items from the car shed had
been dumped in it. Not finding the hole in
the area of the angle, I gave up and went back
to my car. Clearance was given and we were
off. About 50 metres past the western set of
points on the angle, I spotted the concrete
slab of the remains of the section car shed.
With the added height advantage of my
MT14, I had a good look around for this hole,
which may contain some goodies (or rub-
bish!). 1 could not spot this hole as we
passed.

The country doesn't seem to change much as
we cruised along at 40 km/hr. We passed
through Wanko, I didn't recognize this place.
The next stop was Cooladdi; I didn't recog-
nize this place either. The water tank and
angle remain, but not much else. There is a
sheep loading ramp at the end of the angle,
now where are all the sheep wagons? A lo-
cal couple who own the old school building
turned up. He had heard the cars approach-
ing, had a good idea what was coming, and
was right. Here we had lunch and with the
cars refueled, we were away from Cooladdi
to cross a train. We all had to be at Cool-
binga on time for the cross of the freight
train. We rolled into Coolbinga on time, and
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the cars were parked on the loop. Jerry was
on his phone to Control, advising that the
cars were safe and the freight train could
come through. The freight train had paused
at the Block Limit Board while authority was
given. We could see it's headlight through
the western sun, and it had a down hill run as
well through the yard. To our surprise, and
others, it had a triple header of 1720 class
loco's. The third loco was the one that had
left for Quilpie on Thursday, it was dead at-
tached in front of a string of ballast wagons.
It's own train was attached to the rear of
them.

On arrival at Quilpie block limit board, Jerry
called Control to obtain clearance to enter
Quilpie yard. When this was done, the cars
(or consist) traveled around the balloon loop
and parked in front of the station. After the
debrief, the cars were chained down to the
track. A fuel run was made with the help of
a local. Fuel containers and gear was stored
overnight in the rear of the crew quarters, a
sneek inside the crew quarters revealed
clean, good size bed rooms, single beds, and
clock radios. Neat and clean, I would have
rather stayed there then the Dongas behind
the pub in which we camped for the night.
Tea and breakfast was had at the pub. Sand-
wiches were ordered that night, and picked
up in the morning.

Day 2

With sandwiches in hand, it was off to the
station to prepare for the days run back to
Charleville. A few locals had showed up to
see the cars depart. With the pre-trip brief-
ing and radio checks complete, Jerry gained
clearance for the run back to Charleville.
With no train crossing to be made, the pres-
sure was off to keep exactly to the timetable.

First stop was at Cheepie, the station is the
only proper old style of QR design still be-
side the track between Charleville and Quil-
pie. Next stop was the lunch break which
was had in the shade of the dry creek bed just
to the east of Cooladdi. With me and my car

refueled, we were off again. A photo stop
was made at the site of a cattle train derail-
ment. Seven K wagon’s had been pushed
well clear of the line into bushland, where
they had been stripped clean of any useable
parts. Another photo stop was made at the
Warrego River, where cars were photo-
graphed crossing the bridge.

The next stop was at Westgate, where we
stopped at the site of the old car shed. A
quick look around found the dump hole on
the opposite side of the track from the car
shed slab. Two flat top wheels remained, and
a few tin cans. Rain had washed dirt into the
hole, and any smaller items had been well
and truly buried. With clearance given, we
were off to do the last 20 kilometres back the
Charleville. The next stop was at the Block
Limit Board to obtain access to Charleville
yard. With access granted, the cars travelled
past the station to the angle, where the cars
were turned and then proceeded back on to
the platform road to where the cars would be
parked for the night, just pass the western end
of the platform. After the debrief, with the
long run like this, some of the cars needed
repairs to be made. Most cars were repaired,
but one was not due to the failure.

Day 3

After a good night’s sleep back at the motel,
day three arrived all to quick. Today we are
off to Cunnamulla. Setting off on time, we
had the line to ourselves, no train crossings
to be made. Our first stop was at Fifteen
Mile bridge, to allow the cars to bunch up.
Photo’s of cars crossing the bridge were
made. With 60 pound rail, travelling on this
line was good. At Yanna, we passed two
track machines stored on a loop with a siding
to a sheep loading ramp. As we travelled
along there was a smell in the air. I had
smelt it earlier on the Quilpie line. It turned
out to be Gidgee trees. Apparently, it was a
source of fire wood in the the early years.
Battles were held over groves of these trees.

One of the stops was the township of Wyan-

13
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dra, one of the few places I can recall from
the 1994 trip. From here, the line changes to
42 pound rail, and I can recall the distinctive
change in the line. Back then, it was like
two lengths of roped laid out in the grass,
and when you crossed this point, the train
swayed and rocked all the way to Cunna-
mulla and all the way back, and you auto-
matically knew when you crossed back on
the heavy rail. On leaving Wyandra, there it
was, still plain as day, that point where the
42 pound rail stated. A bit rougher now, but
we have had a lot worse on the QR system.
One thing of note was the amount of curves
on the line. I had counted about 14 between
Charleville and Cunnamulla. Not bad for
200 kilometres.

We arrived that afternoon in Cunnamulla via
the balloon loop, and the cars were reversed
into the loading dock loop, off the large
goods shed where all the cars were locked up
for the night. As this was a Sunday night, a
meal was hard to find. A chat was had with
the publican at the pub beside the Cunna-
mulla yard about a meal for tonight. He was
not cooking, but he knew someone who was.
A phone call was made and a dinner was ar-
ranged at a pub in town. So after a quick
tidy up, I scored a lift to the other pub with a
local. The old fellow also gave us a tour
around town and pointed out where the rail-
way station and yard would have been, as the
original plan was for the line to continue to
Thargomindah from there, but it never did.

Day 4

With the cars out of the shed, another early
start was made. We had the line to ourselves
as far as Westgate. The first major stop of
the day was Wyandra for lunch. Some of us
had ordered sandwiches from the local pub,
which were ready to be picked up when we
arrived. As Wyandra has a goods shed with
a loop running through it, it was a good
place to park the cars while we had lunch in
the shade of the shed. While we were there,
ASSCO had a visit from the Grade 6 and 7
students from the local primary school.

When it was time to leave, the teachers
warned to the students to put their hand over
their ears, because of the noise. When I
moved off I let loose with a blast of my horn,
it seems that hands don’t make good ear-
muffs!

Jerry had informed us that a stock train would
be passing through Westgate this afternoon,
and it would make a good photo. So we
pushed on to Westgate. On arrival at the
junction, I was told “You missed it!”. The
stock train had passed through two minutes
earlier. When all the cars had bunched up,
and Jerry had clearance, we set off for the last
20 kilometres back the Charleville. At the
Block Limit Board, we waited for clearance
into the yard. Once this was given, we then
travelled past the station, and the new engine
shed. We then reversed back on to the engine
shed road where the cars were removed from
the track. Another long run done and dusted,
and with the debrief from Jerry, we made our
goodbyes, and set off for our long drive
home.

14
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Oberon-1arana Heritage Railway (NSW)

Car Details:
Wickham Type No. 4 (open pattern)  Car No. 7199
Imported for the NSWGR from UK in 1955, presumably complete as the frame is con-
structed from square type English. Importation likely to be in Nov 1955.

Originally fitted with a J.A.P. 600cc (UCZ.R) engine but probably one of the batch
refitted with the current Wisconsin engine, in or after 1977.

Wisconsin Engine - model S12D2, ser. no. 146678. Spec No. X964 (12.5HP)
(acknowledgements to Greg Lee, Alan Robinson & Errol Hall with extracts from Keith
Gunner's list Of Wickham Cars in Australia).

Line History:
The Oberon Branch is a short line in the mountains to the west of Sydney. It extends
south from the Main West Line to the town of Oberon. Open for 56 years, services
were suspended in 1979. Leaving the Main West at Tarana, the line meandered south
to Carlwood where it began the 10km climb to Hazelgrove. This section featured some
of the steepest (1 in 25 compensated) and tightest (5 chain radius) curves in the state.
From there, the line proceeded toward the terminus of Oberon. In 2005 Oberon Tarana
Heritage Railway Inc. commenced the restoration of the line as a heritage railway.

e W =

Source: http://www.ozsite.com.au/OTHR/files/wickham1.htm
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