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From the Editor

Hi fellow members, I have just
taken over Trackside and I hope you
bear with me while I get with it.

I’1l try to keep close to the existing
format.

To keep Trackside running we need
your input, photo’s, stories, trivia,
wanted to buy or sell, tool box helpful
hints, etc.

Fortunately for this issue I had a sto-
ry already written about the Roma trip
and have a tool box hint for next issue.

If you see any error or something that
needs to be added or improved on
please let me know.

I"d like to thank those members who
contributed many of the photos in this
edition of Trackside.

Keith.
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Malcolm beside his ST2 893 at Bogantungan on our trip to Pine Hill 2008
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ASSCO Model Train Show
May 2-3-4 2009

by MEGA BRUCE

Location, location, location is a catch
cry in the property market. But this year’s
location of the ASSCO stand at the Brisbane
Model Train show was not the best.

Our small oblong shaped stand was tucked
away in a corner of the building and to top it
off, there was a post supporting the roof right
in front, which seemed to act as a deflection,
as the crowds passed by.

How ever, all was not lost. Patrons did stop
and peer into the bowels of Mick Belowski’s
unrestored M15, which had no top and no en-
gine cover.

They sometimes raised the comment “Is it a
goer”’? Another comment “I would not have
the time to do one up”. “You can ride as a

passenger” I would reply “when you are qual-
ified”.

This years stand had two M15’s, one re-
stored, and one unrestored. It showed how
the car can be found and what it would look
like after restoration. For the M15 fans, there
was a third M15 at the show, but I can’t quite
remember where it was.

One thing I found interesting was several
small children at different times, asked “What
did they use them for?” after drawing blanks
from their parents. Maybe someone should
bring out a section car computer game to in-
form the young folk (Attack of the Killer
Fessls could be a good title) (What are you
trying to say, Bruce? — The typist of Bruce’s
longhand).

Members who manned the stand this year
handed out only a small number of member-
ship forms, compared to last year. Many
thanks must go out to the volunteers who
manned the ASSCO stand. Jason Hite, John
Parnel, Peter Matthews-Frederick, Ben &
Lillian Critchley, John Summers, Big Mick,
009.

George McHugh, Darren Lee, myself, and
(Mr Security) Mick Betushi for guarding the
stand after hours. Special thanks to Darren
Lee for staying back to help pack up the
stand.

Next years show comes back in May and if
you want to spend half a day on the stand
with a free lunch, then contact me.

(Bruce McCranking Me Two Stroke)
on 0414 871009




Bruce and Trevor on 716 crossing the Warrego river on the return trip from Quilpie 2008




Dalby to Roma

By Keith Hendrick

November the 5™ saw Don and myself on
the road early, travelling down from Towns-
ville to do the run from Dalby to Roma. We
were aiming for Biloela on the first day, mak-
ing good time we arrived at Rocky around
2pm.

For a quick diversion we crossed the river
by the old bridge so that Don could check out
the shopping center, before heading inland for
Bilo, by bypassing Mt Morgan.

As it was still early on arrival, at Bilo we
decided to ring the Three Moons at Monto
after finding a room was available we headed
off straight away arriving there around 6pm,
this made the next days run an hour shorter.

The people at Three Moons made us feel
welcome as they remembered us from the
ASSCO run earlier in the year and were look-
ing forward to seeing us all next year.

Monto to Dalby was around a 4 hr trip so
we departed Monto at a respectable hour
branching off at Mundubbra for a direct route
to Dalby.

We were feeling pretty hungry by the time

we reached Durong and were disappointed to
see only a general store, so I turned right and
headed for Dalby, but hunger got the better
of us and we turned around to check the
store.

Just as well you could buy any sort of take
away food. After a brief stop at Durong, we
arrive at Dalby a couple of hours later.

The Motel was still being cleaned and as
we were 1 hour ahead of big Mick we had a
look around the town, it was larger than I
had imagined. Donny got us hopelessly lost
and I had to use all my navigational skills to
find our way back to the Motel in time to
greet Big Mick.

By mid afternoon all the members staying
at the motel had arrived in time to beat the
rain. Did it come down, must have been sev-
eral inches.

After the rain stopped a group of us went
out to Bell to visit the Bell Heritage Railway
group. They were well set up, with several
section cars locked in a shed with mesh walls
for viewing, a station building and an 1170
class locomotive which were nick named a
Pup or Papaw.

The 1170 class locos were the baby broth-
er to the 1150 class known as the Yank; ten
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of these were bought ready to go from USA a from the marshals, Mick Saf and Jason be-
further three were built interstate. The 1170  fore moving in to unload the cars in an or-
class were built in Marybourgh by Walkers.  derly manner.

The 1150 class locos are the forerunner to After a prebrief we were away, nothing beats
later GE locos, the 2800 class, built in the the noise of a well tuned Fairmont engine as
90’s by Goninans at Townsville. The contac- you start on your run in the morning. You
tors and relays found in the 1150 are much the put all the fears and stresses of it not starting

172 at Bell
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same as found in the 2800 around 40 years behind you.

later. Even the 2800 engines are similar to the Twenty km later we passed a coal train

1150 class which were a Cooper Bessemer so  stabled at Macalister. The two Clyde locos at

may be GE bought them out. GE’s motto must the front no’s 2392 and 2338 have had a lot

be “when you are on a %ood thing stick to it”  of changes since they started life as 2506 and
Next morning Nov 7" saw everybody lined 2408 respectively. 2408 built around1977

up at the rail yard gate, awaiting instructions  and 2506 built around1983.

Passing the coal train stabled at Macalister “ ‘ o g '




Both had one driving station removed, a
large cab fitted, and a turbo fitted to their 12
cylinder engine boosting the HP from 1500hp
to 2250hp.

We were fortunate that Big Mick decided to
drive his Ute towing a trailer and follow us to
Roma.

Two section cars on their first run had some
teething trouble and one was removed at Brig-
alow loaded on to Mick’s trailer, he was able
to repair it and had it waiting to be placed on
the line when we stopped at Miles.

The other car was towed where repairs
were made at Roma
and it made a trouble
free return trip.

Thanks to Mick
we made Roma in
good time, where
once again Mick’s
Ute was put to use
carrying baggage and
procuring fuel.

After a clean up
we trekked over the
road to the hotel for
dinner, being hungry
I was among the first
to line up for a top
meal, just as well I
did as the cook went
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off sick after she cooked our meals, several
others waiting in the bar missed out and had
to go else where to eat.

Next morning saw a couple of early birds,
Pete installing all the gear he removed the
afternoon before and Mark putting finishing
touches to his repairs. We were in for a big
day with two stops, one at Jackson for lunch
and one at Warra for afternoon tea.

The lunch stop at Jackson was organised by
the CWA and Bruce McCracken’s sister also
a CWA member travelled to Jackson to help
out, they certainly went to some trouble, and
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there was a lot of food with plenty of variety. except for the drive down from Townsville
As we had a fair way to travel we could not ~ which I don’t enjoy. I think most people en-
stay as long as we would have liked. So it was joyed the run, [ know Don was wrapped. It is
on the road again and it did not seem all that  not everybody’s cup of tea and members
long we were pulling up at Warra for after- should give it serious thought before em-
noon tea put on by the Warra Progress and barking on such long run. Certainly a good
Heritage Society. Once again we were treated 1idea to have some one following with a vehi-
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Bruce with his sister and the rest of the CWA ladies at Jackson
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a great lunch. The people are proud of their ~ cle and Mick should be thanked.

town, you can see by the effort with their dis- We would be hard pressed to arrange this
play. for every meet because, given choice, mem-
The section car gremlin struck again after we bers would want to ride on a section car.
left Jackson and Mick’s car was removed

from the track and loaded on the trailer, from Keith.

there on to Dalby it was a heavy sloginto a

big head wind. We arrived at Dalby with plen-

ty of daylight left to remove and load our sec-

tion cars for the trip home.

We travelled over 530 km for the two days so

it was a bit hectic but one I would do again

S

4\ ASSCO crew being pampered at Brigalow




Des and Brian at Biggenden

10



New members being inducted by Jerry and Steve

Jerry left and Steve right put Gavin Arthur, Richard Horniblow, Ron and Janice Stephens
and Nev Hunt through an ASSCO induction lesson.

Ben and Lillian waiting to go after lunch at Kingaroy 2007
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Wanted to Buy or Se October

Approved

Wallangarra
Warwick- Wallangarra and return

Saturday 9th October - Sunday 10th

October 2010.
. November
Coming Events
Approved
J u]y Roma - Charleville return
Approved
. Saturday 6th November - Sunday 7th

Drayton—Millmerran Return November 2010.

Sunday 11th July 2010

August

Subject to confirmation of Western Corridor
. Metropolitan closure dates
Etheridge Branch

All events are subject to change, alteration

Dimbulah -Mount Surprise and return  ©°f cancellation after Trackside is printed.
On track events are run in accordance with

Sunday 22nd and Monday 23 August the group’s Safety Management System.
2010.

Photo on last page
Full Monty Run April 2010

Members at No 2 tunnel in the Dawes range on the last leg of the trip running
from Monto to Calliope

13






