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From the Editor 
 Hi fellow members, this is a sad 
edition, with the passing of Don An-
derson. That caused quite a bit of sur-
prise and shock with all the members. 
I have set aside several pages as a trib-
ute to Don.  
 
  This is the second edition since I 
took over and I hope it is an improve-
ment on the last one. There were a few 
errors in the first starting the quality of 
the front page photo, the blank last 
page and the mix up between the 
names Brigalow and Jackson where 
we had lunch at Jackson on the Roma 
run. This could have been avoided had 
I taken up the offer by the printer to 
view the first copy. 
 
  Don’t forget to get Trackside out we 
need your input. 
           
     Keith. 
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This is a photo of Dad and Steven (Youngest son - Navigator) it was in one of our Dinosaur 
Festival Parades,  
  This was his pride and joy and we all had much enjoyment out of it over the years he raced, 
the Mr T Off-road buggy is still in the shed. 
 
  When Dad started buggy racing he had to give his buggy a name and so he came up with 
the obvious (according to him anyway) of Mr T, being the size & colour dad was, he thought 
it was a great gimmick, and the colours (well I have no Idea where they came from) but con-
tinued for many years at Mr T.  
  He also has an old 1976 Toyota Landcruiser painted the same colour as the 
buggy, this is still parked up near his shed. 
        
        Kelly ( Don’s daughter) 

Black and white does not do the photo justice, Don in his pink clothes, beads, earrings and 
his Mr T hair cut 



A Tribute to Don 
 
  Don spent most his working 
life working on the railway 
line, from Fettler through 
Ganger to Track Inspector. All 
of this entailed the use of the 
section car. So what did Don 
do when he retired?, he joined 
ASSCO so that he could ride 
on a section car. I doubt that any one would 
have travelled over as much distance as Don 
did. 
  ASSCO members will greatly miss a friend, 
a mate, and a mentor. 
  Being a northern member, I and other north-
erners travelled many times with Don and 
shared numerous Hotel, Motel and Cabins 
with him. 
  I must be the only person in ASSCO that did 
not make the connection with the name Mr T, 
with a television character Mr T. ( I don't re-
call even watching the program ) I all ways 
thought it was because of the huge mug of tea 
he always carried with him. 
  Don loved travelling on the line and rarely 
missed an event, it was easy to tell when he 
was enjoying himself because of a huge grin 
stretching from ear to ear. 
  Donny had just completed a missing link, 
Barcaldine to Winton, this completed a trip 
from Emerald to Hughenden. He was looking 
forward to another missing link in November, 
Roma to Charleville. This would have given 
Don a stretch from Dalby to Quilpie and Cun-
namulla. 
  He will still do the trip with us in our 
memory.  
   Keith Hendrick. 
 

Donny 
 

  As a relatively new member of ASSCO I 
first met Donny on the last run to Kingaroy.  I 
remember that occasion well as Donny was 
affable and cheerful.   
  The next time we met was the Charleville- 
Cunnamulla run and on the return leg I rode 
with Donny on his beloved ST2 conversion.  
It was a credit to Fairmont that this car stayed 
on the forty pound line considering the lurch-
ing from side to side that we encountered. 
 Donny was always interesting to talk to 
and had a wealth of knowledge on track work 

and track standards which 
was obviously the reason for 
his for his track managerial 
role in QR. 
On the memorable Forsyth 
run during the evening Don-
ny suggested that we all, in 
turn tell our story.  It was a 
good idea because most of 
the time we are enjoying the 
section car experience and 

don’t have much time to talk to each other.  
We all learned a lot from Donny’s concept. 

ASSCO has many characters but 
Donny stood out for his cheerful nature, his 
vast experience in the railways and his love 
of section cars.  We will miss you Donny. 

 
Russell Savage. 

 

DON ANDERSON 
 

Yesterday I received the sad news Mr T had 
passed away.  
  I first met Don at Hughenden at the Hugh-
enden/Winton run back in June 2006.At the 
end of the run Don had donated a old camp 
kettle to Kev, before we headed over to 
Don's home “anyone else want anything" 
Don announced, and I replied jokingly “how 
about a motor for a MT14”to which he re-
plied “I might be able to help”. 
  So we headed of to Don's home to find yard 
with old car and a bus and bits and pieces of 
section cars. To my surprise a MT14 motor 
was loaded into the back of my van. Here a 
friendship was born. Every time I met Don 
on a ASSCO run I always met him with 
smile and a firm handshake. 
  The next run with Don in North Queens-
land, at breakfast Don headed into the din-
ning room with a huge enamel cup and pro-
ceeded to fill it with hot tea, unknown to ,  
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  Don his cup had a big chip in bottom and tea 
was dribbling out onto the floor to everyone's 
amusement.  
  Don, I found had plenty of tips about section 
cars because he worked as a ganger with the 
railways. I had only known Don for a couple 
of years but one evening after dinner we dis-
covered that we had cross paths back in 97. I 
had been on a ARHS between Townsville and 
Mt Isa and Don had boarded the train for a 
days run.  
  There is no doubt that Don will be sadly 
missed by those ASSCO members that knew 
him and our thoughts are with his wife and 
family during this time. 
 
 
  Bruce McCracken 

 
 

My first memory of Donny dates back to a 
trip on the Kingaroy line. 
  Don used a milk crate for a step to help him 
board his car, this crate was attached to the 
car by a rope so that he could retrieve it once 
he was in his seat. 
  On this particular time I was following him 
and he had forgotten to retrieve the crate, it 
was bouncing along behind him. It reminded 
me of a dog bounding along snapping at the 
wheels. A call on the radio soon rectified it. 
  On another occasion Don suggested we go 
around the table and tell each other a bit about 
ourselves, for those of us there that night I 
think you would all agree it was a great way 
to get to know a bit more about each other and 
what had brought us together at Assco. A 
practise it would be great to keep up in 
memory of Don. 
 It was hard to miss Dons smile and cheerful 
disposition, I would like to think that Donny 
counted me as one of his friends and I him. I 
know that he will be sadly missed by all of us 
in Assco. 
  
     Michael Saffioti 
 

 
“ODE TO RUSSELL” 

By Donny Anderson 

  
There was movement on the 

Gayndah line,  
There wasn’t any sun, 

Us ASSCO boys were really fine, 
We were having a bloody good run. 

 
We trundled into Gayndah,  
And did what we had to do, 

But it wasn’t long before Andrew 
yelled, 

“C’mon you blokes, we gotta shoot 
through!” 

 
We slowly pulled outa Gayndah, 

Everything seemed OK. –BUT’ 
As we rounded the second curve, 

Russell lost a bloody nut. 
 

You could have heard him cursing, 
A hundred yards away, 
But that didn’t frazzle, 

Our darling Doctor Gai. 
 

Russell pulled up short of the cross-
ing, 

Gai leaned across and had a look, 
“I’ve got nothing to with this, not a 

thing” 
And kept on reading her book. 

 
Then Gai decided after a while, 

She’d like a cup of tea, 
She cooked up a brew, one for her-

self, 
Handed me one, and said, here mis-

ter ,”T”. 
 

Now Russell was feeling very slack,  
He didn’t know what to do, 

“I’ve got to find that bloody nut,  
I gotta go back, 

But I’ll need you and you and you” 
 

They walked back along the track, 
The vegetation was pretty sparse, 

“I don’t like our chance Mack, 
It’s probably ended up in the long 

grass”. 
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Quite matter of factor, 
When along to our rescue, and our 

relief, 
Came this little, yellow and green 

tractor. 
 

Everything now wasn’t too crook , 
We were soon on our way, 

And while all this was going on, still 
reading her book, 

Was our darling Doctor Gai. 
 

Now Russell has a spare nut, 
He won’t let it out of his sight, 

He won’t overdo it, BUT, 
He’ll make sure it’s bloody tight. 

 
The moral of the story is, 

In your luggage, have a good look’ 
On your next run, just like Gai, 
Make sure you’ve got a book. 

 
Mr T. 
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On the last car in the consist, 

Was our trusty, Lillian and Ben, 
They came searching towards the 

others, 
Starting from their end. 

 
Then Ben radioed back to Andrew, 

“Do you want us to go back?” 
“I  think it would be more productive 

to, 
keep coming along the track” 

 
Then Russell took the other nut off,  

It will the same as Ah! 
“I’ll jump on with Ben, Boss 
Go back and search around 

Gayndah.” 
 

Now Russell was away for a time, 
He had to look and look, 

And meanwhile, back on their car, 
Gai kept reading her book. 

 
He finally returned with a brand new 

nut, 
Put it on and tightened it up, 

When suddenly he realized,”OH my 
gosha, 

We’re missing a bloody washer” 
 

“Has anyone seen the washer?” 
He called out again and again, 

From down the track came the reply, 
“I’ve got it here mate” it was Ben. 

 
Mark Swarby the bible,  

That he didn’t see the nut come off, 
“It wasn’t me, it was him,” 

And pointed to little Paul Von Hoff. 
 

Paul got angry and agitated, 
“You’d better not do that again!” 

“He was closer, he had a better look” 
As he nodded to Bob Theebane. 

 
They put the nut on, tightened it up, 
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Above,  Russell and Gai at Biggenden preparing the car for the return trip to Monto 

 

Below,  Don trying out Russells car 



       

 The Rebirth of Section Car 256        
By  

Des Kingsman & Brian Lindeberg 
 

 
   
Des and I were invited to do a story on the 
restoration of our section car SC 256 (MSC 
012). We were taking part in a historical 
steam train trip to Monto when we first met 
Mick Saffiotti, who was the guard onboard. 
He told us about ASSCO. We then met more 
members at an ASSCO display at the model 
railway show which convinced us to join the 
group and get a car that would suit our needs. 
 
Our first journey was Warwick-Wallangarra 
and return which gave us an opportunity to 
decide on the type of car we required. The 
M15 with the Briggs & Stratton motor was 
the car we believed would be ideal, which we 
bought at a Hassell’s auction  (27 October 
2009). We decided that we would set a goal to 
have it ready for the next Big Monty Run 
(April 2010).  
 
So began the restoration process. We started 
to strip, clean and assess what parts we need-

ed to restore the car (18 November 2009). We 
wanted to keep it as original as possible and 
only add extras to allow us to travel in com-
fort and meet ASSCO’s needs. We were able 
to depend on a lot of helpful advice from 
members and friends. 
 
The timber was removed first and then the 
panels and metal struts that we intended to 
replace or repair. The motor was next and we 

had to confirm if it would go before we re-
moved it. Des arranged for Chris James 
(mechanic) to advise and do the first start-up, 
after he changed the oil and cleaned the car-
burettor. We were excited - it started first go! 
Chris then replaced one of the broken muf-
fler exhausts and we repaired the air flow 
plates as they had metal fatigue. In keeping 
with the original build the engine was paint-
ed motor red. We also arranged to have new 
sprockets and chain renewed with help from 
Peter Stein (Mergard Eng) ,ex Fairmont car 
mechanic with the Q.R. at Northgate. We 
also changed the gearing on advice from 
Mick Bielawski. 
Squaring the car and the wheels was our next 
priority. This required a large number of 
phone calls for additional advice and visits 
from Peter Matthews-Fredricks and Mark 
Lythall, who guided us through to get the 
best result. They must have given us the 

right information because when Peter Bur-
den came to certify the car we passed first 
time.  He also offered lots of additional help-
ful ideas on the restoration. We had previ-
ously been advised by Mark that it was easi-
er for the certifier if he could get to the car 
without all of the panels in place, which we 
thought was a great idea as we didn’t want to 
pull them off to rectify any adjustments. 
 
The brakes needed replacement blocks and 
adjustment and there was metal fatigue 
around two of the pivot axles, which we 
were able to strengthen and fix. 
 
The painting was a large job and required 
lots of sanding, filling and undercoating. We 
also used spray cans of undercoat which had 
kill-rust in the mix. Our greatest issue was 
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the correct paint to use on the metal and this 
required a large number of coats and even 
now we have concerns with the finish. 
The electrical upgrade required the replace-
ment of wires, switches and a fuse. We also 
added two 12v sockets, an amp meter and a 
bracket for the E-trac on the dash located on 
the front wall. All the electrical work was 
done by Craig Kingsman. 
 
All the windows were replaced with new 
plexiglass. The seats were fixed by Gramae 
McKinney an ex Q.R. upholsterer. The re-
placement of the metal pieces and screws and 
bolts was overseen by George Woods and he 
would offer advise whenever we needed help. 
 

We received the new belt from U.S.A. after a 
lot of phone calls and computer searching and 
arranged to test run the car on blocks and then 
on Des’ driveway. We were able to confirm 
the motor and the gearbox were okay. The 

only issue that concerned us was that the 
clutch and belt didn’t seem to be working 
correctly and after lots of enquiries we found 
out that the clutch walls needed to be cleaned 
up so the belt would get traction. After lots 
of test runs we were satisfied it would be 
okay, and our run on the Big Monty trip 
would confirm that belief. 
We did take part in a Toowoomba-Warwick 
run (March 2010) which would have been an 
ideal trial run before Monto, but we didn’t 
believe the car was ready so we enjoyed the 
run as passengers and took the first of our 
driving instructions. Des went as a passenger 
on the Gympie-Imbil run (February 2010). 
 
The next major issue was to get the car to 
Calliope and we needed a trailer. We looked 
at lots of different types and sizes and asked 
for advice amongst the members and then 
Russell Savage offered a trailer he had built 
which he said would suit our car. It was ideal 
and fitted the section car like a glove. Once 
again another member has assisted us to get 
our car on the rail and successfully reach our 
goal. When we got on the tracks at Calliope 
on our first run we had some small problems 
with the car and once again we were assisted 
by Mark Swaby and Paul VonHoff. We 
made the run without having to be towed! 
We had some small electrical issues which 
were able to be rectified so we could contin-
ue on the run and since returning have been 
able fix all of these issues. 
We were asked to write this article because 
of the short time we took to restore the sec-
tion car and the standard we achieved. The 
first reason we believe was because we had 
set ourselves a clear goal and were able to 
get lots of enthusiastic support from mem-
bers and very experienced friends. 
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WE WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGE AND 
THANK ALL OF THE MEMBERS WHO 

SUPPORTED US  

GETTING SC 256 TO GO AND REACH 
OUR GOALS TO COMPLETE THE MON-

TO TRIP. 
Mick Belawski, Peter Burden, Ian Harris, 
Keith Hendrick, Mark Lythall, Peter Mat-

thews-Fredricks, Russell Savage, Mick 
Saffiotti, Andrew Simpson, John Summers, 

Mark Swaby, Paul VonHoff. 
 

FRIENDS & FAMILY 
AND OUR WIVES 

Desleigh Kingsman, Maree Lindeberg, Craig 
Kingsman, George Woods, Chris James, 

Graeme McKinney,  
Linsey Geck, Geoff Cavanagh, Todd 

Lindeberg 
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Donny, Mick, Malcolm and Kevie at Alpha 
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Getting ready to depart Monto for Caliope on the last leg of the  
2010 Full Monty 

Before and after photo of an early Fair-
mont engine QHM No 21. 
Originaly owned by Andrew Simpson 
now owned and restored by Keith Hen-
drick 

This engine runs well and is displayed 
with the North Queensland Machinery 
Preservationist club. 
An example can be seen in an early sec-
tion car on display at the Toowoomba 
Railway Station. 



claimed that one open ended spanner fitted 
all the nuts on the tractor, that is two differ-
ent nut sizes. I don’t think he was referring 
to the engine, but wouldn’t that be great.       
We can’t get by with one spanner so we do 
the next best thing and get our toolbox down 
to the bare minium. 
  Most cars when bought from the auction or 
wherever, have every combination of nuts 
and bolts known to man. If you are rebuild-
ing you can cull out the ring ins, I stuck to 
high tensile national coarse (American 
thread) bolts. This brings down number of 
ring spanners needed to around 4, throw in 4 
matching open enders and you have most the 
section car covered. 
  My tool kit consists of a double-ended plug 
spanner, 5 screwdrivers, pliers, side cutters, 
long nose pliers, a pocket knife, 12” shifter, 
4 ring spanners and 4 matching double open 
enders 3/4”-11/16”,   5/8”-9/16”,  9/16”-
1/2”,  7/16”-3/8” giving me 8 nut sizes cov-
ered, which is more than found on the sec-
tion car. 
  Special tools include a ¾” ring open ender 
which I have bent to fit the heads of the 
wheel bolts. A 7/16” socket welded to a T 
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What’s in your Toolbox 
By Keith Hendrick 

 
Since I joined the club I have made a 

study of members toolboxes and found while 
some have the proverbial kitchen sink others 
are very spartan, mine falls into the latter cate-
gory. 
  I believe that you need the bare essentials 
but must cover all your needs. In some 
Toolboxes I have spotted tools, that have no 
use whatsoever anywhere on a section car, 
then I realised that they are used for ballast to 
keep the Toolbox on the section car. 
  When putting together a Toolbox for your 
car, you should ask your self what I would 
need to cover, for example you would not ex-
pect to remove an engine or change wheels in 
the middle of a meet. Although some people 
carry enough tools to do that.  
  Being able to replace and clean plugs, do 
electrical repairs including changing blown 
bulbs, remove and clean a carburettor or mag-
neto and tighten body bolts should be all you 
need to cover during the meet. 
I was watching a program on the telly about a 
bloke who collects Ferguson tractors and he 



bar, primarily made to remove my magneto 
but it also installs the battery and tightens up 
any ¼” nuts. A 12V automotive test screw-
driver to aid in electrical faultfinding and a 
hacksaw blade ground to clean plugs. 
  Next we need some thing to carry them in, if 
you use those skinny toolboxes that come the 
section car, they will drive you mad. You vir-
tually have to pull all the tools out to find 
what you want.  
  I use a tool roll, once unwrapped you see all 
your tools at once. Also you see straight away 
when one is missing. I roll my tool roll up flat 
and it slips neatly into that skinny toolbox. 
  Along with the tool roll I carry a small plas-
tic box with five compartments in the first I 
carry two spare plugs, in the next is two halo-
gen bulbs one for the head light and one for 
the flasher, a selection of bolts and nuts in the 
next, spare bulbs for the tail light and charg-
ing light along with split pins and cable ties 
are in the fourth and last one has some crimp 
lugs, connectors, fuses, a light switch and fi-
bre washers for the carby. 
  I also have another plastic box secured to the 
top lid in this I carry a spare plug, plug span-
ner and a screw driver. Because everything is 
easy to get at I can change a fowled plug in 
seconds, keeping stoppages to a minimum. 
  What ever spanners you go for make sure 
they fit all the nuts, pay particular attention to 

the carby and magy because the English 
Whitworth are inter changeable with Ameri-
can threads (except for ½”) but the spanners 
do not. 
  I hope this helps you in selecting your tool 
kit, if you think of some thing you feel 
should be included let me know, perhaps a 
hammer for when all else fails. 
 
       
   Keith. 
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Across 
 
3   Makes for smooth riding. 
6   Piped from motor 
9 Most moving parts need this done to 

them regularly. 
12 Its best gaskets don’t do this. 
13 Belt tensioner wheel. 
14 Fortified nut. 
16 Between a piston and a crank. 
18 M10268 needs a piece to be safe. 
19 A large insect that holds water. 
21 What you could catch if your Fairmont 

failed. 
23 RQD’s are ——— cylindered. 
25 If fuel isn’t  ——— you could be in for 

trouble. 
26 ST2’s and MT14’s use lots of it in their 

frames. (2 words) 
28 Without this a two-stroke Fairmont 

would much more difficult to start. (2 
words) 

 
 

Down 
 

1 Has a hub on each end. 
 
2 Found between the head      
and the block. 
 
3 The virile part that helps 
hold the head on. 
 
4 Narrow gauge M19’s and 
ST2’s are considered this. 
 
5 You need the low one to 
start a ST2 or MT14. 
 
7 An often used name for 
guide M20023. 
 
8 Most Fairmont's don't need 
one to start but their crankshafts 
and brake cross shafts have two. 

 
10 This part of the engine is made of cast 

iron. 
 
11 The center of 26825 is used for induc-

tion. (2 words) 
 
12 F1291 and many others (2 words) 
 
15 A ST2 and its RQD motor are consid-

ered to be ———. 
 
17 Needed to stop. 
 
20 Gudgeon or wrist ———. 
 
22 It helps filter the petrol in M34410. 
 
24 Some reconditioned motors have these 

inserted in them’ 
 
27 Most small Fairmont's in Australia 

used this motor. 
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Trackside Crossword No 1 
By Ian Harris 



Coming Events 
 

Runs planed for next year 2011 

 
Warwick - Goondiwindi 
Sat 26th February 2011 

Goondiwindi - Warwick 
Sun 27th February 2011 

 
_ 
 

Full Monty 
Calliope - Mungar - return 

Fri 15 April - Tue 19th April 2011 
 
_ 
 

Doomben - Pinkenba 
Sun 29th May 2011 

 
_ 
 

Dimbulah - Kuranda - Mt Sur-
prise - Einsliegh -Forsayth. 

Sat 8th Oct - Wed 12th Oct 2011 
 

Croydon - Normanton  
Fri 14th Oct 2011 

Normanton - Croydon 
Sat 15th Oct 2011 

_ 
 
 
 
 

 

Dalby - Jandowae - Dalby - 
Tara 

Sat 19th Nov 2011 
 

Tara - Mendarra - Dalby 
Sun 20th Nov 2011 

_ 
 
 
 

Wanted to Buy or Sell 
 

  For Sale Two restored Eise-
man 
Magnetos. 
   One restored Bosh Magneto. 
Contact Ian Williams on  
   Ph 47731874. 
 

_ 
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Photo on last page 
Barcaldine to Winton run - 2010 

Members waiting outside Longreach on the return trip. 
From left to right. 
Tony Endean. Jerry Jirasek, Ken McHugh, Mark Langraf, Donny Anderson, Malcolm 
Dunn, Kev Horsten, Chris Hayes, Noel Rooney and Ian Williams 




