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From the Editor

Hi fellow members, a fair bit has
happened since the last magazine,
what with the south eastern floods and
a couple of members getting married.

I hope no members were caught up
in the flood, it has damaged a lot of
line. This will probably cause a lot of
disruption to this years ASSCO runs,
some will be cancelled or shifted. We
will keep you informed as the infor-
mation comes to hand.

In the north, we have just weath-
ered two cyclones. The first was a non
event but it got most people prepared
for the big one, ASSCO members here
in Townsville fared ok but with a lot
of tree damage.

We were more stressed with the
loss of power and phones.

I need high res photos for Track-
side, anyone with good photos please
send them on disk. Photo’s need to be
identified.

Keith.
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Mick Bielawski and Som were mar-
ried in the Railway institute house at
Cloncurry on the 3rd of January.

I caught the Inlander out from
Townsville for the wedding.

Two of Mick’s sisters and his two
§ daughters came up from Brisbane to

ceremony.

g Around 30 mates and family were
Y there also to wish them well.

The second of two Trikes restored by the QR Heritage Volunteers at the old Townsville
North Yard workshops




Barcaldine to Winton
By Ken McHugh

Just getting to Barcaldine for a section car
event required careful logistics even as a pas-
senger, yet getting there with a section car in-
tact took even more organising for some.

The Saturday morning darkness in Barcald-
ine was only broken by the sound of breakfast
calling. The last organised meal before we set
off on a 284 km journey of pure rail indul-
gence - destination Winton.

After breakfast [ headed to the local bakery
which opened nice and early and decided a
sausage roll was just the right supplement to
compliment the motel’s continental breakfast.
Two gents ahead of me in the bakery who
were also attending the meet didn’t just stop
at a pie each, they also intended to enjoy some
sausage rolls judging by the packaging. More
about that later.

I headed over the set on point and I decided
as one of only a couple of passengers today
that I could help with organising the set on
sequence. The set on point was perfect with
a narrow bitumen access lane bisecting one
leg of the angle at Barcaldine yard. It meant
we could bring our road vehicles right up to
the track and this saved any potential stresses
on our bodies at this dark, cold, chilly, frosty,
wintery hour. The non perfect thing about
this was that the narrow slice of bitumen was
being sought by lost rig that tried to take a

St -

Noel assisting

Donny place his car on track.

shot cut. Not only did we have to be aware
of real trains on this meet but also lost road
trains!

Good thing we check our cars prior going
on track, the vast travelling distances to Bar-
caldine took its toll on some of the section
cars even before they on tracked. One had its
roof horn shattered by a bird unknown. An-
other had lost its entire roof leaving only the
uprights as a memory of what they once held
up!

Moving off on day one is filled with anxie-
ty — will it start? — If it does, will it keep go-
ing? Best thing about being a meet passen-
ger is that someone else is worrying about
that instead of you.

We got going ok and proceeded past some
new wayside technology at Beech Street,
Barcaldine. This crossing is protected by
flashing lights, and used counts instead of
detection to activate crossing lights. As
these section cars are not detectable under
normal conditions, it was curious to see the
lights activate as we approached and deacti-
vate as the last car passed. Very effective.

After about 1 hour we came to a stop. One
of the cars was behaving poorly the cause
wasn’t immediately obvious. Plugs were
changed and fuel flow checked and re-
checked but the cause was still escaping us.
Fuel flow was checked at the carby and good
flow observed. Next the gauze was checked
at the inlet to the carby. Result, clean.

Photo by Ken
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While checking this, it was noted the flow
from hose line to the carby wasn’t flowing
freely. A check of the fuel bowl showed no
impurity, but was removed and inspected.
Then we saw the gasket above the fuel bowl
had lost its integrity and was almost the con-
sistency of putty. This goo was obstructing
fuel flow into the fuel line. Once this was
cleaned, gasket replaced and everything
checked, the problem was resolved. Lesson
here is that checking flow of fuel via the cock
under the carby can be misleading.

After leaving Barcaldine, we passed through
the stations of Saltern, Brixton, Deroora, Dart-
mouth and Ifracombe. Out of these, only
[lfracombe still had some original station
structure in form of the old station building
and a goods type shed.

Next was Longreach and with this leg came
some known problems. In December 1966,
the No. 9 flying gang reported they had de-
railed their section car at the 409 mile mark
and in July 1979 at the 679.6km mark, a colli-
sion occurred between DEL 1605 (on 54A
Up) with section car No.697 and flat top
No.45.

Thankfully our trek through this section was
largely uneventful except for the sighting of a
Qantas 747-200 and 707 next to the track. As
we approached Longreach the sight of the
jumbo jet after several hours over the sparse
landscape is rather eye catching. Passengers

on the Spirit of the Outback that come to
see Longreach may miss one of the high-
lights which is the approach to the aircraft
from the front, that only loco crew and sec-
tion car people can fully appreciate.

The stop at Longreach was a most wel-
come break, not only for a stretch of the
legs but to enjoy the visually appealing rail-
way precinct. The station is well presented
with its VJ timber walls and tiled foyer,
painted picket fence and older style station
signage. The curved platform awning, mu-
seum building and yard all come together
so beautifully.

Just after leaving Longreach, I took a
photo in nearly the same position Peter
Cokley took in his 1989 photo at the same
spot. It shows how much has disappeared
in this part of Longreach. In contrast to the
above, as we passed by the western Lon-
greach Block Limit boards a semaphore
signal was still in attendance!

Next stations were Cramsie, Darr, Morel-
la, Rimbanda Chorregon and Dillcar. Over
the years there were a couple of incidents
involving section cars on this part of the
track. In February 1968, between Dillcar
and Winton at the 500mile two section cars
collided. In 1969, a section car derailed at
the 466.5mile between Darr and Morella
due to the section car striking a yearling
calf and a lamb. Our journey noted echid-

Malcolm on 893 passing Illfracome station

Photo by Ken




na’s, kangaroo’s, sheep, emu’s and other new end of the line. Beyond this point the

beasts sited from the section cars. track has started to be removed. We then
At Chorregon, I was able to look inside a reversed into Winton Station platform road

concrete water tank which is located at ground and the cars were ready for an early depar-

level. The tanks were common at most sta-  ture the next morning.

tions and once used by the gangs to access At Winton an empty cattle train was

water. Special trains would come along and  stowed and there were three mixed wagons

replenish these tanks with water for the gangs. in the station proper. Two cattle trains had
While at Chorregon I noted the hood of one left Winton the previous week including one

of the cars was raised for quite some time.

Hoping it wasn’t a major issue, I wandered gypsum train. The rail traffic had been af-

over to see if any help was needed only to fected due to a coal train derailment in the

smell something delicious! The two sausage past days closer to the coast.

rolls that had been so neatly wrapped up at the

bakery early this morning were being re-

heated, compliments of a Fairmont water hop- Even though there was a lot of straight track,

per. Ingenious idea gents! it’s a definite ‘do again sometime’ for me
Seeing the Block Limit board for Winton and its the second best trip I’ve been on.

was a welcome sight. Upon entering Winton,

the station complex is to the left of the apex Ken McHugh.

and the old Hughenden Winton line is to the

right. The points are set to go right for the old

Hughenden line where approximately 500 me-

tres of track still exists to service the local

Gypsum industry. We saw some wagon’s be-

ing readied for loading and beyond them a

Red Board and mound of earth which was the

Winton to the Left Hughenden to the right Photo by Ken
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Covered platform at Winton Photo by Ken
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Jerry obtaining a clearance beside the Spirit of the Outback. The Spirit of the Outback pulled
into Longreach while we waited at the Darr siding. Photo by Ken
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Drayton Millmerran Run
held 11" July 2010.
By Mark Lythall

Arrival time at the siding adjacent to Downs
Steam was about 6.45am and as we waited a
large contingent of section cars filtered in,
quite a few more than the originally expected
so a lot of EOI’s must have been left to the
last minute.

A representative from Downs Steam was on
hand to help out and it was interesting to see
Diesel Electric 1172 in undercoat and a string
of the old stainless steel suburban carriages

duced due to the number of road crossings
encountered including the two main road
crossings being the Toowoomba - Warwick
and Toowoomba - Karara Roads. At one of
these crossings QR had installed an axle
counting system to assist in managing the
level crossing lights and a quick stop at the
other side ensured that the system was work-
ing for section car wheels. It was not made
known the reason for the axle counting sys-
tem as trains are not in the habit of leaving
wagons behind but it is known for country
drivers to plough into trains parked across
level crossings at night so it may have been a
safety upgrade to assist in management of

inside the compound. Downs steam had a few long south bound freight trains slowing for
very well restored wagons visible but time did Wyreema junction.

not allow for a close inspection. Section Cars
were quickly loaded on the track in order of
consist number using a turn table which
proved to be very safe and orderly. However
after all the various checks and briefings de-
parture still did not occur until 8.39am.
Weather throughout the day was fine and

After Wyreema quite a few track speed re-
strictions were in place at several places all
the way through to Millmerran. Trying to
work out the reason for the speed restrictions
added to the interest of the trip. Generally
the rails looked good with good foundation

cold, I think I remember being warm for about and ballasting but numerous sleepers were

half an hour at Millmerran.

Cars progressed slowly on good track out to
Wyreema junction. Travel speeds were re-

getting to the end of their life resulting in
lifting rail spikes and on some locations near
the Condamine River some slumping and off
camber track were observed.

The group at Millmerran




Toilet stops occurred at Pittsworth on the out
going and return trips. It was disappointing to
see that the switch and turn out to the newer
grain silos at Pittsworth had been lifted. One
less reason to run trains on the Millmerran
line.

Some highlights of the outgoing trip were
passing through the Grain Silos at Brookstead
and the long straights each side of the
Condamine River. Brookstead was probably
the only siding left that would make a railway
modeller happy with two grain sidings each
side of the main track, a passing loop, triangle
and siding out to a auxiliary set of grain silos.

Section Cars arrived at Millmerran at
12.47 and spent 1 hour doing the 3k return
trip out to the grain silos at the end of the
track. Some people were really keen to get
right to the end of the track and others felt it
was too much hassle. The later probably were
correct as significant dirt build up had oc-
curred on the inside of the rails making pro-
gress difficult with mainly the heavier
MT14’s going out to the end leaving the light-
er M15s behind. Splitting, turning and reas-
sembling the cars in order for the return trip
added to the interest of the day and added a
topic of conversation as people tried to work
out how they would have organised it better.

All cars stopped for lunch at about1.50pm and
we were ordered to be back at the Sections
cars at 2.20pm and following Mick Saffiotti
organising the obligatory group photo, the
group left Millmerran at 2.30pm.

Highlights of the return trip were the beauti-
fully sweet curves from Brookstead through
to Wyreema which done at a much more en-
joyable speed than the run out. The pace for
the run back was slightly quicker, probably
due to the fact that all the drivers were more
familiar with the track conditions; however a
North Bound Freight train passed through
Wyreema Junction before us causing a short
stop over while it cleared the block section
ahead. This resulted in the last 12 km being
done in the dark and I wonder if a few cars
will be getting light upgrades in case this oc-
curs again. Originally rails from Wyreema
used to run north to Gowrie Junction approx

17 km away but the track was diverted to
enable trains to run direct to Toowoomba.

I have done a variation of this trip before,
last time we started at Toowoomba Yard and
run through to Brookstead and return. The
trip from Drayton to Millmerran I found
much more enjoyable as negotiating all the
road crossings in Toowoomba proved to be
very tiresome. A suggestion for future varia-
tions is to try and do this run in the warmer
months.
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TIPS ON HOW TO WIRE AN ALTERNATOR
TO YOUR SECTION CAR.

By Bruce McCracken

First you will need to find an alternator. I
have used a Bosch type on all my cars and
found no major problems. The type to use is
one with only two terminals, a spade type
marked D+ and a stud terminal that connects
to the positive terminal of the car battery.

The other thing to check with your alternator
is the pulley. The belt on your Fairmont takes
an A section belt. Briggs motors have a Z
section pulley. Most alternators I have found,
have a Z section pulley, but some alternators
will have an A section belt pulley. You can
get away with running an A section belt on a
Z section pulley, but the belt will sit high in
the pulley and this will reduce the revolutions
of the alternator, therefore reducing the out
put of the alternator.

The next thing to check are the brushes and
bearings. To check the brushes, undo the two
screws holding the voltage regulator, don’t
worry if the brushes are worn unevenly. If
they need to be replaced, the Bosch part num-
ber is G B 710. If the commutator is worn it
may be necessary to file down the edge of the
brush to allow it to sit in the worn groove on
the commutator.

Also check the bearings. They probably need
to be replaced. The bearing numbers are
6201, 6203.

A quick tip to undo the nut on the pulley of
the alternator. — I use a rattle gun. Grip the fan
pulley with a rag or leather glove, then undo
the nut, and then the same when re-
assembling. NOTE — FAN BLADES CAN
BE SHARP.

Mounting of the alternator

I have used the original mounting bracket on
the motor, but have used 3/8 threaded rod
with nylock nuts. With the use of the threaded
rod you can adjust the Alignment of the alter-
nator and the belt. A quick tip, grind two flats
to the end of the threaded rod, so that a span-
ner can be used to hold the threaded rod when
tightening the nuts.

For the connection of the wiring from the al-
ternator to the battery and fuse box, you

would need these items for safe operation.
Battery Box ( to protect battery and bat-
tery terminals)

1Battery Key switch ( to isolate battery
when car is not in use)

1 Volt Gauge. ( 50mm. Dia.)

1 Amp. Gauge (50mm.Dia.)

NOTE — Good gauges start from around
$45.00 and the glass should be sealed against
moisture. $20 gauges are not sealed.

1 small fuse box with cover (4 fuses)

On and Off switches.

Assorted crimp type terminals and crimping
tool. NOTE. I prefer to use double grip ter-
minals, these are more expensive but have a
strong grip on the end of the wire. These
should be available from places like Hay-
mans Electrical.

Operation
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Battery Isolate Sw

Ammeter D+
Earth
Fuse Box 2 2 ? 2
Positive
Battery
Front & Back Light Switch Charge Switch
. Lights ————© ©—— o5
Negative Horn Spare
® Ammeter Light Volt Meter Light ® CV)
Earth

When the motor is started with the charging draw air into the alternator from the regula-
switch in the off position, the alternator will tor end and cool the alternator.

not start to charge at low speed. For the alter-

nator to charge, turn on the charge switch,

thus applying 12 volts to the “D” terminal on Bruce
the alternator. The volt gauge should read

13.8 volts, up from 12 volts before charging.

The Amp gauge will read from negative ( if

the lights are on) to positive charge. As the

battery is being charged, the Amp gauge will

start to drop back 0 Amps.

NOTE. When the motor is running it is the

alternator driving the light, not the battery.

The charge switch can be turned off after the
alternator starts to charge, and must be turned
off when the motor is stopped; which is why
the battery switch is used to isolate the battery
when the car is not in use. You can burn out
the alternator if the charge switch is on and
flatten the battery.

The best thing about using an alternator over a
generator, is that it can be run in reverse and
still charge. It is not recommended for extend-
ed periods and/ or under heavy loads, because
the cooling fan pulley is designed to rotate
clockwise (looking from the pulley end ) and

13



Trackside Crossword No 2
By lan Harris

Down

2 It pays to carry some of these,
e.g. plugs & globes.

3 Goggles protect them.

4  Helps check electricals. (two

words).

5 What next year’s trip & events
were when put to the committee.
6  Your hopper holds it.

7 Do this to worn out parts.

9 Werunonit.

11 The first ASSCO membership
number given out after the founda-
tion members were recognised as
such.

13 Fuel receptacles.

14 Mechanism that gives your car
it’s power.

18 M29209 with an eye (two
words).

19 What you do with M7666.

AcCross

1 Helps seal between two surfaces.

5 What your motor gives you.

8  Who allows ASSCO to use their rails
(initials).

10 After 60 that’s how long you have be-
tween medicals.

11 Used to hold things together.

12 Upper surface.

13 Spark varying mechanism.

15 Brakes help you do this.

16 Your Cat. 1 medical allows you to drive
like this.

17 Two hold up your fuel tank.

19 Spanner with same size each end.
(initials).

21 They make the running smoother.

24 If your seat isn’t, you suffer.

26 Provides the energy for your motor.
27 Projection at each end of M34725A to
hold springs in place.

28 484784 used mainly in SA & NSW.
30 It pays to use this in axle bearings.

31 55494 has five of them.

32 Your wheel’s outside.

20 Outside diameter. (initials).
22 The sparky bit can also be put in your
ear.

23 The lazy part that adds tension.

25 What the single casting that replaced
M27264 and M 27266 was made of.

28 The number of bearings on a M15’s
back axle.

29 NSW inspection car with a cast body.
(initials).

HINT:- The M15-B bulletin 702 and 559 may help do
this crossword.

Answer to Crossword No 1
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Wanted to Buy or Sell

Coming Events

WARWICK — WALLANGARRA
Saturday 16™ April 2011

WALLANGARRA — WARWICK
Sunday 17™ April 2011

EMERALD — LONGREACH - EMERALD
Friday 15" April 2011

744 / Saturday 16 April 2011

Sunday 17™ April 2011

"’H DOOMBEN - PINKENBA - NUMEROUS
TRIPS

'"‘:J'-l | 6 F”'xm Sunday 29" May 2011

WARWICK — GOONDIWINDI
Saturday 18™ June 2011

GOONDIWINDI — WARWICK
Sunday 19™ June 2011

DOOMBEN — PINKENBA - NUMEROUS
TRIPS
Sunday 7" August 2011

Co N MT SURPRISE — FORSAYTH - DIMBU-
731R74 5 . LAH - KURANDA AND RETURN
Saturday 8" October 2011
Sunday 9™ October 2011

For Sale M15 No 298 Monday 10t October 2011
Contact Kerry Gavan on Tuesday 11" October 2011
Ph 47780121 Wednesday 12" October 2011

NORMANTON — CROYDON
Friday 14™ October 2011

CROYDON - NORMANTON
Saturday 15™ October 2011

DALBY-TARA
Sunday 19™ November 2011

TARA - MEANDARRA - DALBY
Sunday 20™ November 2011

Back cover. 2006 Hughenden to Winton trip
From left to right. Malcolm Dunn, Ian Williams, Bruce McCracken, Michael Wilson, Ken

McHugh, Donald Anderson, Don’s Mate Bill, Kevin Horsten, Jerry Jirasek and Safe worker
Lionel Karloff
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