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From the Editor 
  Hi all, I was hoping to have this copy 
of Trackside out in July, but had no 
early response from you the members.  
  This is your newsletter and needs 
your input.  
  Thanks to an article from Russell 
Savage we are on the move again. Ian 
Harris has an article on removing 
bearing cups and has produced a 
crossword that will test the best of 
you. 
  Ian Williams has been working on a 
circuit to install a safety start switch 
on the Briggs converted Fairmonts. I 
will write the article on his behalf. 
  It’s with regret that I have to inform 
you on the passing of another of our 
members, Bob Heuchell. I last saw 
Bob on the Toowoomba Dalby run and 
he is in the photo on the back page.  
Bob,s last run was in his new car on 
the Pinkenba run. He will be missed. 
 
AGM to be held at Tara 19/11/2011 
                   
     Keith. 
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2011 Warwick Wallangarra Assco Run. 
By Mark Lythall. 

 
April16 saw a small group of section cars as-
semble at Warwick railway Station for the 
annual Wallangarra Trip. The majority of cars 
were put on track the previous Friday night, 
making for a quick assemble and preparation 
Saturday morning. 
 
Only 7 cars and 12 people attended this run. 
Despite being in ASSCO for nearly 3 years, 
this was my first run on this line. Not being 
fully used to railway safety protocol, I get 
yelled at every trip and this trip’s chastise-
ment, was failing to put on a safety vest when 
arriving at the Warwick yard. 
 
The weather was cold and overcast with scat-
tered showers.  Even in April additional 
clothes were required. Originally I had not 
dressed with enough warm gear, so I added 
flannelette pyjamas under my clothes and 
topped off with rain coat and rain pants. 
 
Heading out of Warwick we made a quick 
run, passing by the Track Infrastructure depot 
just out of town.  First stop was the old pass-
ing loop at Silverwood where car order was 
changed slightly. We proceeded to Dalveen 

with a stop adjacent to the remains of a large 
sandstone bridge pillars, the track being rea-
ligned to a significant earthen embankment. 
 
A second realignment was passed with the 
sandstone pillars not being as substantial and 
also being damaged by army demolition ex-
ercise. 
 
A quick toilet break at Dalveen. With most 
cars running ok, poor Phil Martins car ran 
well but refused to start easy, each time Phil 
had to stop. John Summers car stopped for 
no apparent reason a number of times on the 
return journey. Cannot just blame it on the 
two strokes as our MT14 conversion has this 
irregular habit of loosing power for no ap-
parent reason.  But we had trouble free oper-
ation for 195km out of 200km. 
 
Stopped at Cottonvale to check for remnants 
of the old Amiens branch 
 
Lunch at Stanthorpe, which would have to be 
one of the prettiest train stations in Queens-
land 
 
Proceeded to Wallangarra, passing the nu-
merous remnants of removed sidings.  Ar-
rived at Wallangarra about 3pm and spent an 
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Leaving Wallangarra 2011 



afternoon poking around overgrown rail lines 
south of the border and on the old branch to 
the meatworks. 
 
Track conditions were varied, steel rails and 
ballast were in good condition throughout the 
trip but more and more sleepers appeared to 
be failing the closer to Wallangarra.  Some 
minor damage was observed south of Stant-
horpe from the recent heavy rains. 
Despite being fully booked, The Wallangarra 
Hotel found room for all travellers, wondering 
whether a few stayers got told to go elsewhere 
for the night, 
 
An early morning departure was organised 
with a very quick trip back to Warwick to try 
and get in before 1.00 pm when Southern 
Downs steam train was going to take posses-
sion of the line.  We got in very early with 
engines off by 12.30 and all cars packed away 
by 1.00pm allowing people to leave Warwick 
by 1.00pm and get home quickly 
 

Thanks to John Summers and Ben Critchley 
for doing a lot of work in organising the run. 
 
     Mark. 
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Dual Gauge Points, no longer fully opeational 



A Mile Stone is Reached 
By Keith Hendrick 

    This trip from Toowoomba to Dalby, saw several members reach a mile stone when they 
completed the Toowoomba to Dalby missing link. 
    On completing this trip, means that they have travelled the complete distance on the west-
ern line from Toowoomba through to Quilpie and Cunnamulla. The distance, Toowoomba to 
Charleville is 615k and 221k to Quilpie and 195k to Cunnamulla. 
    Day one, saw three members achieve this mile stone. Mick Saffioti, Jerry Jirsek and Keith 
Hendrick pose for a photo on the Dalby railway station. 
    What makes this special is that time is running out to do this run in the future, because of 
the threat of line closure on this western line. 
    Day two, saw Bruce McCracken and Ken McHugh make the trip and complete the miss-
ing link. 
   Keith. 
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The A5 Story par t 1 

By Russell Savage 

I grew up on a mixed farm in southern Victo-

ria on the Mornington Peninsula.  I had nine 

brothers and sisters so our parents were busy 

providing the necessities of life.  Dad was like 

many young men of that time a returned ser-

vice man who had seen active service in the 

Middle East, Greece and Crete. An interesting 

aside to this fact was that his photograph to-

gether with a number other young Australian 

soldiers were portrayed in the current in flight 

Qantas Magazine advertising the Rats of To-

bruk Exhibition at the Canberra War Memori-

al.     

Our farm was a picture postcard,  some of the 

time, cold wet, muddy in winter, hot in sum-

mer and worst of all a financial struggle. .  

Our southern boundary was defined by the 

Red Hill railway line the terminus of which 

was some 3 miles further on.  This line was 

opened in the twenties, closed in 1954 and 

dismantled in 1956.  It is notable in that it was 

the steepest and longest continuous 1 in 30 

grade on the Victorian network.  My earliest 

memory at the age of three or four was watch-

ing and listening to the ‘Kasey’ line car 

(named thus for the KSE category given by 

VR to this class of rail trolley) climbing the 

grade on the Thursday morning for the 

weekly goods service in the afternoon.  

The fettler would then turn around and 

run back to Bittern.  In the afternoon the 

goods train was always a real spectacle, 

working the grade with a full load slowly 

moving with large quantities of steam and 

smoke keeping the momentum.  I can still 

see this image now.  On one occasion I 

was taken to the station by my father in 

our horse and cart.  Not many cars around 

then.  It is hard to imagine now.  The 

meeting of the train was a huge communi-

ty event.  A saw mill operated on the edge 

of the yard providing timber for shipment 

together with an enormous apple cool 

store which had its own platform running 

the length of the building. I don’t remem-

ber the class of locomotive but I do re-

member being placed on the foot plate 

whilst the menfolk helped turn the loco-

motive on the turntable.  This class of 

steam engine did not fit onto the turntable 

so the tender was detached and gave me 

an even better view. I know that this un-

forgettable memory has created a lifelong 

interest in railways and it is the one of 

very few memories I have from the age of 

four.  Today can anyone imagine being 

allowed to place a small child on an open 

foot plate whilst being turned on the turn-

Two of our KSE line cars at Nowingi in1983 



table?  I am glad they did.  I remember my 

father telling me he once travelled on this 

train in the guards van and was able to step 

off on our property boundary because it was 

travelling so slowly. 

After a short stint in the army, I went overseas 

to the UK for about four years and returned to 

Victoria in 1970 where I joined the Victoria 

Police. My parents and most of my siblings 

were now living in Queensland.  In 1979 they 

moved to Mt Tinbeerwah where as a conse-

quence another separate railway endeavour 

started. 

In 1982 Gaie and I moved to Mildura to es-

cape the city and it was a good decision where 

we lived until 2007.  Some 50 kilometres 

south of Mildura is a nondescript locality 

called Nowingi on the main line north to 

Mildura.  It is in the heart of the Mallee sur-

rounded by scrub, sand dunes and a hot and 

dry climate.  It has a very low rainfall and al-

ways appears to be in a permanent drought. In 

the 1920’s the Victorian Railways constructed 

a developmental line westward through this 

Mallee scrub across sand dunes, the Raak 

Plain to a place some 30 miles away called 

Rocket Lake.  I never found out why it was 

called that because it never had any water in it 

and was formed like a gigantic lunar crater.  

Work stopped here and never progressed any 

further.  Patsy Adam Smith refers to 

Nowingi in her book “Hear the Train Blow” 

where her mother was the Station Mistress 

and her father the local Ganger.  

 The line lingered onto the Raak Plain into 

the late 80’s because CSR had leased the 

branch to facilitate rail transportation of their 

gypsum to the siding at Nowingi.  CSR built 

a processing plant in the middle of the Raak 

plain which is the largest salinity ground dis-

charge in Victoria.  No trees, just white gyp-

sum crystals for many square kilometres 

with a rail line running through the middle. 

  CSR originally had an old rail tractor called 

“Cleis” from the Box Hill Brickworks and 

then they made a rudimentary locomotive 

from an old RY four wheeler ex wheat truck.  

Judging by the number of broken axles and 

wheel sets lying around on the Raak and to-

wards Nowingi they broke many axles.  This 

motive power  progressed to the acquisition 

of an old Y class steam engine frame and 

wheel set upon which was mounted a com-

plete weather canopy containing a large die-

sel engine driving a General Grant tank gear 

box onto the 0-6-0 wheel set.  A very unat-
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Cleis loco ex Box Hill Brick Works at Nowingi Raak Plains in 1983. 



        line.  I owned a KSE 9 hp line car which I 

restored and we borrowed another one from 

a local scrap dealer.  These line cars were 

built at the Newport workshops and appear 

to be a direct copy of the American made 

Casey Jones configuration.  The 9 hp version 

had a two stroke motor with a T model Ford 

carburettor and a large flat belt driving a 

large pulley on the back axle. This hit every 

dirt mound on the rough track and often 

broke the belts. Brakes were operated from a 

lever to a brake band on the same pulley and 

were inadequate most of the time.  The mag-

neto was a BTH type and chain driven with a 

slip slot to facilitate reversing the motor.  
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tractive creation but it worked.  When I first 

visited the plant, all former locos were still 

there and the CSR by that time were running 

an ex VR M class shunter hauling considera-

ble loads to Nowingi.  The plant had its own 

section car in a gang shed near the plant plus a 

fettler’s trailer.  It had a flat belt drive from a 

Briggs and Stratton engine.  I never saw it 

run.  The railway line was in an appalling 

condition.  Covered in places with sand dunes, 

many broken rails hidden the dirt with very 

few sleepers’ visible and very rough riding.  

Some friends of mine knew the crew and the 

manager and as a consequence we gained per-

mission to run our own section cars on the 

M class and Casey at the Nowingi plant gang shed. 

Y class loco at Nowingi plant. 



The motor was water cooled in a hopper 

above the bore and when idling or running hot 

it would boil a disgusting rusty brew and slop 

it over the operator.  Compared to a Fairmont 

they rated about 2 out of 10. Push starting was 

the only option for me but caution was essen-

tial as if it fired and you slipped, it would dis-

appear unless the petrol was turned off. We 

had a great time, even running and crossing 

the goods service.  Having an interest in sec-

tion cars and somewhere to run them was a 

rare opportunity. We formed a club and called 

ourselves the Mildura Casey Club with a full 

membership of three, John Page a local Phar-

macist and Bruce McLean the manager of 

then Vic TV.  We are still good friends to this 

day.  Most of our friends thought we were 

mad and one of our wives said after a trip out 

to the plant on a hot day “The worst day of 

her life. 

  I had been visiting the Victorian Railways 

reclamation yard collecting items that may 

have been useful for my railway project at 

Tinbeerwah but running at Nowingi gave this 

a new dimension. We heard of a scrap firm 

in Adelaide selling section cars disposed of 

by ANR.  I went  to Adelaide to a company 

called the House of Linder and it was true.  

There were about 50 ST2’s, M19’s stacked 

on top of each other, mostly complete with 

buzz coils and even crank handles, some in 

good condition for $50 each. An Aladdin’s 

Cave to us.   To be continued. 

                                              Russell 
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ST2 F185 scrapped at the House of Linder. 
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On a recent visit to the National Historical Machinery Rally held at Pinjarra in WA. I found 
two section car engines a trike and a section car on display there. 
I was told the engines they were made in the Midland railway workshops and were a copy of 
a Casey Jones engine. 
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Neutral Start Switch 
By Keith Hendrick for Ian Williams 

 

To improve safety, Ian Williams has come up with a suggested circuit and components to fit 
a neutral position switch for starting Briggs converted Fairmonts, only with the gear shift in 
the neutral position, as required by SD-0001 coming out shortly. 
  Section cars fitted with ARGO gear boxes that have badly worn gear change selectors are 
nearly impossible to select neutral before starting the engine. This can become very danger-
ous if the throttle is set above idle and coupled with a centrifugal clutch all this adds up to a 
dangerous situation. 
   Ian started by borrowing an ARGO gear box and experimented with varies combinations 
and came up with this set up. He has a list of components, where he bought them and their 
price. This will be different for you but should give you some idea of price and where to buy 
them. 
   He turned up a close fitting collar with a dome headed rivet inserted and a grub screw to 
lock it place when neutral has been selected. In this position the rivet head depresses the but-
ton on the micro switch. 
An alternate cam can be made using a hose clamp. The clamp selected must be such that it 
has sufficient smooth area where the cam is formed. The cam should be formed around a 
piece of 1/4 inch rod flattened on one side to fit snug against the gear shift shaft. As the hose 
clamp is tightened the clip should be tapped with a small hammer so that it fits tight against 
the shaft and 1/4” rod. 
Operation. 
  When the double pole double throw ignition & stop switch is in the off position the switch 
is closed, to earth out the magneto. The other side of the switch is open to isolate the start & 
neutral indicator light circuit. 
 Turn the switch on, the earth is removed from the magneto to allow the engine to start, pow-
er is applied to the neutral light and start button via the fuse. 
 When the gear box is in neutral the micro switch is closed bringing the neutral light on and 
sets up the start circuit. Press the start button and current flows through the solenoid pull in 
coil through micro switch to earth, this engages the starter motor to start the engine.  
  The neutral light goes out while the start button is pressed. The light and starter can only 
operate while cam holds the micro switch closed. 
          Keith and Ian 
 



Components. 
 
Solenoid – 12V SS 32 CC 10829 - $37 – Supercheap. 
Push Button – YW 1210 10810 12v 60A - $11.67 -  Supercheap. 
DPDT Toggle Switch – ACX 3826VL - $20 – Ashdown. 
Micro Switch – 10A – SA 1040 - $4 – Jaycar. 
Light – 
Bracket to hold micro switch – 
Cam – Hose clamp. 
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Axle Bearing Outer Race Remover 
By Ian Harris. 

 
   If you have a M15 or M19 axle bearing housing (M18078A) with an outer race 
(Timken 17244) corroded up inside and refuses to drop out when heated, then this 
remover may interest you. 
   It should fit behind the inside lip of the race allowing you to push it out, using a 
drift, without damaging the housing. 
   The first version of this that I made, using only an angle grinder (with a thin blade), 
a bench grinder, a drill and a file. It was a bit rough and ready but it worked well. Lat-
er I made another using the lathe which was also successful, just prettier. 
   Pre-heating the housing (till water just sizzles) is recommended, when using this 
remover. 



Across 
1 Your car number gives it this 
 
8 putting petrol into your tank. 
 
9 Unprotected axles become like this. 
 
10 A section of run, that helps you stand. 
 
11 As your car is when it comes off a trailer. 
 
12 What Keith is to Trackside. 
 
15 After, when we’ve all had time to think. 
 
17 Processed Fe, especially on ST2s. 
 
18 Able to move freely about your car. 
 
21 When we think we’ll get there. (Intls.) 
 
22 49500 or 48742. (Two words). 
 
24 To become aware, of large signs. 
 
25 What a surviving Fairmont is. 
 
26 The corner of QLD. Where most ASSCO 
members are (initials) 
 
27 When like this part causes misalignment. 
 
 

28 The webs of metal cast under the dowel 
at each end of M19078A. 

Down 
2 Logbooks provide this. 
 
3 ---- and tidy, the way your car is. 
 
4 The tentacle for measuring narrow spac-
es. 
 
5 Yearly. 
 
6 What the committee does to start things. 
 
7 We rarely run then; more a time for re-
laxing. 
 
10 Raw timber full of records. 
 
13 What ASSCO was at the beginning of 
1999. 
 

14 49480 has these machined into it. (singular). 
 
16 Safety vests and flags do this in Stripes. 
 
19 We do this for the future when we buy a sec-
tion car. 
 
20 What ASSCO re-does to your competencies 
every two years. 
 
23 The bad habit that holds things. 
 

             Answer to Crossword No 2 
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1 2   3     4     5   6   7 

                            

          8                 

9                           

          10       11         

  12   13                     

              14   15       16 

17           18               

          19         20       

21       22                   

      23                     

24                 25         

          26                 

    27         28             

    G A S K E T   P O W E R 

Q R     P   Y E A R   A   E 

  A   T A P E S   O   T O P 

T I M E R   S T O P   E   L 

A L O N E     L   O   R   A 

N   T   S T R A P S       C 

K   O     O   M   E   R O E 

S P R I N G   P A D D E D   

  L   D   G           A   B 

f U E L   L U G   T I M E R 

  G   E   E       H       A 

S   G R E A S E   R I N G S 

I         R       E       S 

C I R C U M F E R E N C E   

Trackside Crossword No 3 
By Ian Harris 



 

Coming Events 
 

DALBY– TARA 
Saturday 19th November 2011 

 
TARA – MEANDARRA - DALBY 

Sunday 20th November 2011   
 
 

Proposed runs for 2012 
 

February 
Monto line (what’s left) 

 

March 
Pinkenba-Clayfield 

 

April 
Charleville-Cunnamulla-Quilpie 

 

June 
Warwick-Wallengarra 2day 

 

September 
Drayton Millmerran 

 

October 
Emerald-Blair Athol junction-

Springsure-Pine Hill 
 

November 
Warwick-Wallengarra 3day 
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For Sale M15 No 298 
Contact Kerry Gavan on 
Ph 47780121 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Sale ST2 No 697 
Contact Bruce McCracken on 
Ph 0414871009 
 

For Sale MT14 No 759 
Contact Bruce McCracken on 
Ph 0414871009 
 

For Sale ST2 Broad Gauge 
Contact Mark Swaby on 
0393976299 
 

Wanted to Buy or Sell 

Back Cover                   2011 Toowoomba to Dalby trip. 
 

Left to right back row.          
Malcom Martin, Des Kingsman, Craig Kingsman, Chris Hayes,Noel Rooney, Michael Will-

son, Daren Lee, Ken McHugh, Steve Prior,Bob Heuchell, Noel Lythall, Graham Prior. 
 

Three in middle.        Mick Saffioti, Ross Saffioti, John Summers. 
 

Front crouching.        Ben Critchley, Keith Hendrick Mark Lythall, Jerry Jirsec 




