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From the Editor

Hi all, this will probably be the last
newsletter before Christmas, the year
has gone so fast.

Russell has completed the final instal-
ment on the A5 story. [ am going to
miss his input, so is there anyone else
who would like to run a similar story.

Michael Wilson has submitted an in-
teresting story on the Tamper machine
on page 4.

I hope to meet up with some of you
next week down at Anakie.

Keith.
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Railway Ambulance at a museum in Blackall

A unique rail bridge over Angellala creek on the way to Cunnamulla




Written by Rob Baur
(Tamper car owner America)
First published in their magazine The Setoff.

Tamper motorcars were made in West Colum-
bia, South Carolina, from 1980 to 1984. The
manufacturer’s plate says Tamper, a division
of Canron Co., short for Canadian Iron Co.
Tamper and Fairmont merged with Harsco
which still has rail equipment manufacturing
at the site. Harsco believes that less than 250
cars were made. They no longer have records
as it was 25 years ago and motorcars were a
tiny fraction of the factory production of rail
equipment. They entered the motorcar market
as Hy-rails were displacing motorcars.

chassis with rubber cushions in-between.
The axle bearing support used a rubber bush-
ing at each end to absorb shocks and allow
the wheels to follow the track. On later cars,
the rubber bushings and cushions were re-
placed by springs that were inserted between
the chassis and the body so the chassis could
flex and the body could ride independently.
This makes for a very smooth ride, allows
for chassis flex to follow the rails and elimi-
nates flexing stress on the fiberglass.

On early cars the drive system was a Salis-

bury 1190 variable pulley system connected

to a forward/neutral/reverse non-syncro Hes-

ter gearbox and chain to the rear axle. When

idling, belt drag kept the input shaft spinning
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TMC2 L001(Louie) at Kinbombi Kingaroy line.

The Tamper motorcars had fiberglass bodies.
The TMC-2 was a 2 man car with a very large
single front window set back toward the oper-
ator giving an excellent view of the track over
the sloping hood. The car was powered with
a 16 HP B&S opposed flathead twin with 18
HP as an option. The engine is installed
“sideways” compared to a Fairmont MT car.
To prevent hot air from circulating back to the
cooling air intake, a duct conveyed the ex-
haust pipes and the hot air out above the left
wheel. The earliest car we know of does not
have the ducting so we think cooling was an
issue on the very first cars that was resolved
by the ducting.

The fiberglass body was bolted to the steel

in neutral so it would grind the gears when
engaging unless you shifted with the motor
off and started in gear. Woodings solved the
problem in their cars by adding a disk brake
to stop the input shaft on their similar belt
drive. Tamper replaced the transmission
with a bullet proof 74 pound planetary gear-
box that is still made in New Hampshire by
Granite State Machine (www.SNPT.BIZ).
The gears are always engaged, shifting tight-
ens a forward or reverse clutch band like a
Ford Model T transmission. The car weighs
1,500 pounds. The axles are solid with a
bronze bushing in a hub of one front wheel
to allow for turning. For some reason, all
nuts are oversize heavy Nylocks (nut size 1/8



http://www.snpt.biz/

TMC6 M029 Wallangarra trip.
inch larger than bolt head size).

Other unique features include a removable
marine 6 gallon gas tank with a quick discon-
nect. It is reached through the lockable
“trunk” lid in the rear that also provides ac-
cess for storage behind the seats. The engine
and storage space is assessable by lifting the
hood. A locking glove box is standard! Vi-
nyl curtains or fiberglass doors were options.
The brake lever is a forklift parking brake
that latches over top dead center for parking.
Several TMC-2s had flange brakes with an
additional foot brake pedal.

There are two operating TMC-2s, three are in
the midst of rebuilding and six others are
known to exist. Partial Tamper records from
1980 show three were sold to BN, two each
to Uruguay, Brazil and Conrail with one each
to AT&SF and FW&D. Their present exist-
ence is unknown. Two known cars have se-
quential xxxx-RD numbers which is thought
to be SP Rental Department, three were BN
and mine had S.F. Municipal RR paperwork

inside.

Operation of the Tamper motorcars is very
simple, start the engine, push the fwd/rev
lever forward and open the throttle to 2,500
or so rpm to accelerate and then adjust the
throttle to the desired speed. The variable
diameter pulley system has nearly a 4:1 ratio
and it automatically shifts up when accelerat-
ing and downshifts when pulling up a hill.
There is no lugging of the engine at any
speed or when towing. My wife enjoys driv-
ing this car, but would not consider operating
my M-19 with its timer, mixture adjustment,
throttle, brake and clutch levers to manipu-
late.

My TMC-2 serial number is 33806263. The
serial numbers decode like this: 33 = motor-
car, 8 = decade, 0626 = production number,
3 = year. Motorcar made in 1983, produc-
tion number 626. Other equipment used the
production number so mine was not the 626
motorcar. The modifications [ made to my
TMC-2 are homemade wooden “suicide”
doors, turntable, and a thermostatically oper-
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TMCS at Rockhampton

ated fan to supply cooling air to the engine
compartment. The fan only operates when
idling at an intersection after a hard run on a
warm day. Iinstalled a Honda 20 HP V-twin,
Comet 94C torque converter and a Granite
State transmission since there was no engine
or drive train when I got the car. Ilooked at
all sorts of drive train options and am very
happy with the OEM system. As with the
Woodings you can not push start a pulley
drive motorcar.

The Tamper TMC-6 is even rarer motorcar,
mine is the only one operating, another is a
static display with no drive train, one is close
to operating and two others are known. De-
signed as a 6 man car with no seats, the opera-
tor sat sidesaddle on the right and the throttle,
gear shift and brake lever operated sideways.

[ have no idea why it was designed for right
side operation. The wipers were on the right
side front and rear as well. The exterior of the
car is identical at either end with 2 very large
windows and two automotive headlights and
brake lights. The strange thing is the engine
is in the rear and drives the front axle! With

the engine in the rear, the tunnel is smaller in
the front for more driver room and the heat
and noise is behind the operator. The re-
movable marine fuel tank is in a storage area
in the front of the tunnel. Roll up vinyl cur-
tains were an option.

My TMC-6 is an ex Clinchfield RR car that |
added a turntable, an input shaft brake to the
Hester transmission for easier shifting and
springs between the chassis and the body
like the later models to prevent damage to
the fiberglass body and provide a smooth
ride. I also relocated the brake, throttle and
shifter to the left front. Adding a seat on top
of the raised engine tunnel provides a great
view for the fifth passenger. Ialso added a
sheet metal duct to direct the hot air to the
rear. My TMC-6 serial number is 33801070
= motorcar made in 1980, production num-
ber 107, an early motorcar.

The Tamper TMC-12 was a 12 man gang car
with a Perkins 4 cylinder, 44 HP diesel en-
gine. It weighed 3,200 pounds. It was ex-




ported to El Salvador and Mexico (rumor is
that one was sighted in Mexico a few years
ago), possibly other locations, but never sold
in the US according to Harsco.

Australian Tamper factories made 71 motor-
cars. Only one TMC-6 (Queensland Railroad
# M009) was imported whole, probably as a
demo. The transmission, engine and plans
were imported and the chassis and bodies
were fabricated locally. Thirty TMC-2s were
made in 42, 56.5 and 63 inch gauges. Thirty
six TMC-6s were made 42 inch gauge and
five TMC-8s were made in 42 inch gauge.
The TMC-8s are unique to Australia; basical-
ly a TMC-6 body lengthened and placed on a
longer chassis for an 8 man car. The TMC-6s
were different from their US cousins in that
the dash and controls were switched to the
opposite end and located on top of the engine
housing. It was a more typical front engine/
rear drive arrangement, probably for better
cooling of the engine in the heat of Australia.
Australian serial numbers range from
33804010 to 33804714 and are sequential. It
appears that the 4 in the fifth place means
Australia. The very last TMC-2 made is
unique as it has also been stretched to make
room for a manual hydraulic turntable pump.
It was a single car made 2 years after the ini-
tial production run ended. An excellent web-
site has photos of lots of the Australian Tam-
pers. http://www.kenssectioncarshed.org/
id51.htm

If you know of any Tampers I missed I’d like
to get photos and serial numbers off them and
am happy to offer advice on anyone restoring
a Tamper. Parts are available for the engine,
pulleys and Granite State Transmission. [
have several thousand miles on my TMC-2
and TMC-6 and find them to be incredibly
smooth riding, with great visibility and easy
to operate with lots of power due to the varia-
ble pulley drive.

Submitted by Michael Wilson.
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The A5 Story Continued.

Part 3 Conclusion.

Russell Savage

Collecting, restoring, running section cars and
building a railway up a steep mountainside in
Queensland some 2000 kilometers away
from home base, had by this time become an
obsession. | am told that | neglected my chil-
dren and | did not mow the lawn often
enough. | could not resist as there were so
many opportunities during the 80s and the
90s.

By the mid 1980s AN (Australian National for-
merly SAR and Commonwealth Railways) had
decided on the disposal of the remaining sec-
tion cars after their earlier huge disposal of
nearly every ST2 and M19 through scrap
companies in Adelaide. There had also been
a number sold by private treaty to locals and
former railway employees across the entire
but ever decreasing AN network. | heard of

246 at Port

an up and coming Auction at Port Augusta
where a number of A5s were to be disposed
and of a collector of sorts at Wilmington, Bill
Henery. Wilmington was the end of the 3’-
6” branch line from Gladstone and some
100 kilometers from Port Augusta through
Horrocks Pass. If anyone is interested there
is a good book available for those interested
with a definitive history of this branch line
called ‘ Proceed to Wilmington”. A trip to
this auction was very productive as there
were approximately thirty or so standard
gauge wooden bodied A5s with Holden six
red motors and 4 speed gear boxes. Spartan
would be my assessment of these machines
with open sides and wooden seats. From
memory they were all made in Australia by
Pacific Ace using Fairmont brake rigging and
the heavy duty Fairmont T box back axle.
The Fairmont back axle drive is like a differ-
ential but does not, like a car split the drive
to compensate the different travel of the
wheels on corners or in railway parlance,
curves It has two crown wheels on bearings
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Comenge Port Augusta auction

and a sliding dog to allow for the change of
direction without selecting reverse. This im-
pressive drive system was later modified by
the railways to remove one crown wheel to
prevent fettlers overheating the A5 motors
running in reverse at high speed for long dis-
tances on the hot Nullarbor. There were two
other A5 derivatives which were also inter-
esting. One was a Pacific Ace prototype with
an automatic gear box and a very neat tin
sheet body and other was an A5 with a very
elaborate rigid aluminium body. Unfortu-
nately this car had been in a serious derail-
ment and was sitting in the dirt with no
wheels. The wheel sets were sitting in the
back on the floor together with pandrol clips,
dog spikes, cant plates and a handful of live
track detonators which | discovered to my
horror when | got home. This car, also had a
Holden six, automatic transmission and Fair-
This dismembered A5
went for $700 which was a bucket load of

mont running gear.

money back then whilst the common wood-

en bodied A5s were a standard $250 each.
This was a good price because the motor
and the Holden 4 speed gear box was worth
at the time more than a $1000. This was a
sad end for most of these A5s, scrapped for
their gear boxes. | purchased a number of
these A5s for myself and friends. At a sub-
sequent auction more of the unique alumin-
ium bodied AS5s appeared one of which was
NC192. | became a frequent traveler to Port
Augusta which was a long way from Milder
as every auction produced more interesting
line cars such as the Comeng variety. These
cars were huge powered by a blue Holden
six, disc brakes and Torana running gear. |
don’t know why but a friend of mine and |
purchased one each. Because of their size
and weight they were really difficult to
transport home. | eventually sold this line
car and my wooden bodied A5 to the rail-
way group at Daylesford in Victoria and as
far as | am aware they are both still running.




At Wilmington near Port Augusta | was told |
should go and see a man called Bill Henery .

Bill lived just out of town and was a local me-

chanic and farmer. Over the years it seems
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to flex on uneven track. This particular M15
is my favorite to this day and is the epitome
of what a good section car should be, look
good, start well, run efficiently and ride

" § -

Bill Henery’s collection at Wilimington

Bill had gone to every auction at Port Augusta smoothly.

with his truck and as a consequence acquired

several acres of railway equipment mostly
section and line cars. It was an amazing ar-
ray. The other amazing thing was that Bill

was a nice bloke and was willing to sell every-

thing except a gutted STT which was his chil-

dren’s playground. STT’s were an up market

ST2 with a four cylinder Torana engine cou-
pled to a Fairmont two speed bi-directional
gearbox There were a number of other hy-
brid A5 types, experimental hydraulic trans-

mission cars, ST2s, M19’s, STT’s’ and a beauti-

ful M15 ex inspectors car Marree —Alice
Springs. | eventually purchased this car and
removed the steel roof and windscreen be-
cause the rigid construction was damaging
the cars aluminium frame by not allowing it

Luckily | took some photographs of Bill’s
back paddock because it is hard to remem-
ber now what he had but the thing that
stood out was that he was ever helpful and
willing to sell for a fair price.

Going to Port Augusta often resulted in a
trip through Peterborough. Historically a
huge railway town with gigantic workshops
that once repaired locomotives, built car-
riages, performed bogey exchange and uti-
lised a massive round house still standing,
now full of antique locomotives and rolling
stock. It had been a huge railway town and
break of gauge junction with lines coming
up from Adelaide through Terowie, Broken
Hill Port Pirie and over to Quorn and Alice
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Springs on the old narrow gauge.
Steamtown Peterborough had been
formed when AN abandoned the town and
they were still at this time running steam
trains to Eurelia some 60 kilometers away
on what was left of the track to Quorn. As
a result of a conversation with some
Steamtown volunteers, on one of these
trips we went back on another weekend as
volunteers for track work. Steamtown was
a wonderful place, magnificent goods
sheds, picturesque stone stations and a
friendly volunteer group. Orroroo still
had the train order signal mast on the
platform and a water tank with a faint
Amgoory tea sign still visible. There was a
large fleet of line cars some owned by soci-
ety members housed in a huge shed that
had been the AN plant depot. AN had
abandoned the facility and the workshop
contents which even included major repair
equipment including a massive wheel turn-
ing lathe. There were numerous locomo-
tives, steam and diesel together with a sig-
nificant fleet of rolling stock including some
sleeping cars that were used occasionally

for camp out work trains. The turntable at
the roundhouse was a monster which once
turned the mighty narrow gauge Beyer Gar-
rets based there. It was incongruous and sad
to see a solitary M19 or an A5 being electrical-
ly turned on the turntable after the history of
its real working life. 1 have never forgotten
the experience of my first day on the track at
Peterborough. We all rode a tin roofed trail-
er, nil suspension, (called a troop carrier in
S.A.) with wooden seats behind the smokiest
ST2 ever built out to Black Rock. Don Smith
was in charge of the gang and before his re-
tirement he had been the local Road Fore-
man. Don was always willing to share his vast
knowledge in track work which | appreciated.
Why anyone would want to go back to
resleepering in the hot and dry country
around Peterborough after retirement from a
lifetime in the railways puzzled me.

Nic Doncaster organised the first section car
meet on the Peterborough line which eventu-
ally led to the formation of ASSCO. | regauged
A5 NC192 from standard to narrow gauge for
this event. | must have had a lot of time on
my hands then as | recall it was a major task.

— - —-—

Regauging NC192 1994
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Regauging NC192 1994

Rebuilding the main frame, jacking up the was worth it and | am still using this section
body to accommodate the wheels under- car to this day. We all joined Steamtown
neath at 3’-6” and most difficult was remov- and over the years until the unfortunate de-
ing the axle from the T box drive train to turn mise. After operator qualification we were
it down with new tapers at the new gauge. It allowed to run our own section cars on track

3 < h P
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AS broad gauge NC190 crossing Red Hen service at Mount Gambier
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Peterborough first

work which we mostly organised and they
were left parked under lock and key in the
plant depot. Most of these weekends we
camped out on the track at Black Rock, Walla-
way or Eurelia. These were good times and
eventually led us to another similar operation
at the Limestone Coast Railway at Mount
Gambier. This group were running red hen
rail motors on some of their broad gauge
track which at the time extended as far as
Millicent and Naracoorte. Beautiful track and
huge distances on a section car. | regauged
another A5 to broad gauge which was even-
tually sold to this railway. The public liability
insurance debacle primarily caused the de-
mise of Steamtown and Limestone Coast Rail-
way which is a significant loss to those com-
munities and to railway preservation.

It has been a wonderful experience this jour-

section car meet

ney, the challenges and excitement of the
auctions, long distances towing a trailer with
a heavy A5 on the back knowing | was going
to enjoy the destination, traveling by line car
over with good friends and like minded
people. With ASSCO the journey continues
as | would rate the last Quilpie and Cunna-
mulla trip as one of the best.

Russell Savage.
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Trackside Crossword No 5
By lan Harris

Down

1 Bent pipe at the front and rear

of your car.
2 The imaginary line around

which A1025 rotates.

3 The magnetic metal that helps
press clothes.

4 You go through these to get
into storage compounds.

5 Save.

6 Fastening device you hit on the
head.

7 A temporary interruption that
makes rides more comfortable.
10 To judge the worth of.

11 The act of engraving the num-
ber or a design on a part or cast-
ing block.

14 The wear noise you don’t
want in your motor.
15 To be sat on.

Across
1 Manual device for getting the Fairmont en-
gines to fire.
8 The American Co Tutt Pacific made our
section cars for, under licence.
9 Thin packing strips used to set up M28988.
11 Magazine edition, sent out.
12 Iron - symbolically.
13 Y shaped fittings, part of M29214.
16 Charge made for the privilege of being an
ASSCO member.
17 Young person, teenager, more of whom
we’d like to see in ASSCO.
19 The relationship of the engine belt pulley
to that on the rear axle.
20 Tastes, to find agreeable.
23 Acquired.
25 The hit on the head that holds up your
pants and drives a Fairmont.
27 What Trackside disseminates.
28 M13581 in your step.
29 The sliding breach block that helps hold
your Fairmont together.

18 Coaches drawn by locomo-
tives.

21 The vague notion ASSCO started with.
22 To go into and occupy. Stage right.

24 The noise that comes back to you as you
go through a tunnel etc.

26 Don’t touch that motor, because of it’s
high temperature.
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Wanted to Buy or Sell Coming Events

For Sale October
Ml 5 No213. $_75 0. . Friday 12th: Anakie - Alpha - Anakie
Briggs Conversion. No engine. Saturday 13th: Anakie - Clermont - Anakie
Same as one at Archer Park. Sunday 14th: Anakie - Wurba Junction* -
Body in good condition, contact Anakie
Mick Bielawski on 0413 548 742. Monday 15th: North Rockhampton - Field

Siding

(x3 Runs)
November

Friday 16th: Warwick - Wallangarra
Saturday 17th: Wallangarra - Tenterfield
(Bus to Station Museum)
Sunday 18th: Wallangarra - Warwick

Proposed Runs 2013

Subject to change

February
Clayfield

March

Warwick-Goondiwindi

May

Wallangarra

August
Cairns-Forsayth

October

Emerald-Rollestone

November
Dalby-Meandarra

Back Cover Railway Station at Cunnamulla

Back row. Malcolm Martin, Ben Critchley, Lillian Schuneman, Geoff Swain, Michael Bertuc-
ci, Trevor Phillipson, lan Williams, Andrew Surtees, Jerry Jirasek, Des Kingsman, Russell
Savage, Bruce McCracken.

Front row. Anne Bennett, Keith Hendrick, Helen Wilson, Shane Ferris.
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