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Whats' New?

Some might like to think that little is happening, but
there has been a lot going on.

The Society finally got underway with a meeting in Port
Lincoln in December, when the finer details of the Constitution
where thrashed out. An application for Incorporation was lodged
and a Certificate of Incorporation was received by Mid December.

This group is the third group known to me to “have a go”
at getting a run in on open metals, and it is a goal that I am aiming
to achieve.

To that end, work is progressing to get the necessary
systems and paperwork done in order to gain accreditation as an
operator. Also, several meetings have occoured with DoT RSS and
feedback to date has been very useful. It is also my goal to achieve
accreditation to the standard of ISO 9000 and its associated
documents with the possibility of independent audit to the level of
a “Quality Assured” organisation. ;

An approach has been made to the North American Rail
Car Operators Association, Inc. (herein referred to as NARCOA) for
affiliation. This has a variety of benefits for both ourselves and
NARCOA. Further information will be made available as things
progress

A Run

Like you, I am also hanging out for a run.

Whilst I was recently able to participate in some work for
the Limestone Coast Railway, and enjoy a bash on a car under their
accreditation, it has been several years since I set off on one of my
own cars and have breathed those foul two stroke fumes (and no, its
not because I use SAE 30 oil!).

Indeed the last run I did was with Steamtown when they
hosted a few meets in the mid Nineties. Steamtown set a precedent
in allowing private car owners to operate, one of their
achievements of which they can be proud. These meets have
demonstrated to others that the hobby has sensible and diligent
persons enjoying legitimate rides that are safe. Throughout all the
meets hosted in Peterborough there was not one single incident.
These meets have also given us the basic experience in planning ,
implementing and managing a meet, as well as the ability to
identify what systems are necessary for ASSCO, Inc. to meet its
goals and objectives.

The Steamtown meets were the only event of their type to
occur in the last decade. I have not been advised of any others that
have been generally open to the public.

Counterparts in NSW have attempted to meet the criteria
for accreditation and have met resistance, most likely because of
the actions of a few (one fool who set off illegally in NSW is lucky
to be alive. My empathy rests with the train crew who were faced
with motor car roaring towards them!)

At this stage, a meet is a little further away than I first
hoped, with my initial target being the Easter Long Weekend.

The exact date of the first run will be dependent on the
ouftcomes of the Audit process, and if interim accreditation is
achieved on what we have.

Several possible options have been explored and work
will continue with these.

I will endeavor to keep all informed of events through this
news-sheet and telephone calls.

Group Management

At the meeting in December, it was agreed that until an
AGM next year, that the group be managed by three members. 3

I have agreed to act as Group Coordinator until the First™
AGM, and in accordance with the December meeting, have co-hé
opted Mark Swaby and Don Smith to assist in the running of theSt
group and development of its systems.

Mark brings with him an indeterminable amount of
experience in maintaining and operating motor cars in many
states, whilst Don has an cxtensive railway background, mainly A
related to railway infrastructure.

Together, there is considerable experience in the railway
environment and in health and safety management.

Others have been approached to provide expert
assistance in the development of a variety of systems, including
possible financial management requirements for compliance with
GST. I am indebted to Jenni Bottroff and Valerie O’Keefe for their
advise and input.

Whilst Mark, Don and myself wear the hats, it is you as
members who need to comply with the Societys’ Systems. To that
end, it is our intention to work on a Consultative Framework for
the groups management.

As systems are developed, the relevant documents will be
forwarded to members for comment. When you receive them,
please do review and send them back with your thoughts

A General Meeting will be called later in the year to
openly discuss the direction of ASSCO,Inc.

Memberships

Since Incorporation, the group has not welcomed any
new members.

However, it was off to a flying start after the Tantanoola
Meeting with the following joining and founding the group;

Mark Swaby Lynda Doncaster
Don Smith Steve Overmeyer
Robert Sherwood Nic Doncaster

Frank Belcher

It is proposed that in the next few months a wider
distribution of information regarding the group will occur,
hopefully bolstering the number of members.

At this stage, the group is still restricting its
membership to persons over the age of 18, as this is the age of
consent in South Australia. Once the issue of liability is resolved,
then the age criteria of the Constitution will be reviewed.

I would be appreciative of any lists others may have of
enthusiasts either here or interstate. A factor in the success of this
group will be building a group that has a solid membership that
supports the runs that are eventually confirmed.

Whilst some may consider the $40 a bit steep, this was
set to allow not only for GST requirements, but also for the
expenses of getting the group up and running (Incorporation alone
was over half of the moneys received to date). The Membership
fees are subject to annual reviews at cach AGM.

If you have received this “Update” and are not a member,
please send a letter requesting membership and $40 to the address
on the bottom of the page over. This will, in all likeliness, be
your one and only copy of this document, unless you join.

A membership recruitment drive is planned to occur in
the next few weeks.



2 Logo

Do we need one?

Who can do one for the love of it? Do you know of
anyone who can have a go for us.

The only criteria for a logo are that it should represent
what we arc about, be easy to print on paper as well as
embroidered onto cloth and be distinct.

Please advise the editor if you can help.

Contributions

Please feel free to send in stuff for the “Update”,
including suggestions for a decent name, letters and articles. (I
have named several magazines and am all out of ideas). At this
stage, photos are not possible, but I am working on it.

KKK

; Just reminder the Cummins Kalamazoo Classic is on
April 20. Contact Michelle Mahoney for details 08 86762106

Something in the Air ?

One may ask what is in the air?.

This show, on “your ABC”, is about a mythical radio
station, 3ES, in a mythical village Emu Springs in the outback of
NSW (though the Iocal sells VB).

So what? So, it has a doctor that uses a broad gauge
Fairmont to get to her surgery. A doctor with real taste in a motor car!

Filmed on the Gippsland Tourist Railway in Victoria, using
a car owned by Garry Davies, the show has not exactly lived up to
what the first episode suggested, lots of footage of this Fairmont
running. Indeed, in the four shows to date there has been only a
minute or two of it. Ohh Well, we can only dream.

What amazes me about the lady operator is that she can get
it to start without doing anything (not even twiddling the timer let
alone cranking it), it runs almost smokelessly (and no its not
because its uses “modern two stroke oils”), and it has not broken
down. Has Garry solved the mysteries of a reliable car that elude us
all?
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