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Whats' New?

In the last edition of the Update, I advised of several
issues that were outstanding, and thus preventing ASSCO from
achieving its goals.

With the help of a very good insurance broker, the group
has managed to obtain a policy that will cover its activities .This
therefore allows us to pursue accreditation with even more vigor,
and hopefully by the end of May ASSCO will be an accredited
operator here in South Australia.

A recent meeting with DoT personnel gave the group
valuable feedback in finalising the package, and further input from
Val O’Keefe should assist the group in pursuing ISO9002.

Now that the paperwork has almost been done, the Group
can, in the very near future, start processing competency
applications.

The structure for becoming an accredited operator at this
stage is the following;

- Obtain a Certificate of Health

- Previous Accreditation: Send Don .a copy of the

standard by which you were accredited, along with The

Certificate of Health. Please note it is YOUR

responsibility to provide us with the standard.

- If the standard is equal to ours, and you can verify

practical experience, you may be accredited. Where

there is a doubt, you may be required to run under
supervision for a limited period.

- No previous accreditation; a formal assessment protocol

will be initiated.

- Once you have met the criteria, you will be endorsed

and issued a certificate by the Management

Committee.

One of the key factors in gaining and maintaining
accreditation will be the maintenance of log books for both your
periods of operation, and for the maintenance of your car(s). Yes,
more paperwork, but it is essential (and required, in the case of
plant, by law).

Please contact Nic Doncaster for further information
before taking any action. The doc’s referred to will be sent out to
members as the accreditation stuff is finalised.

Memberships
The Management Group conducted a mailout’ in late
January to all those known to own or be interested in section cars,
In addition, a post was put up on: the NARCOA page
(www.narcoa.org) and a pieccs;,'Sé_:nt to The Olde Machinery Mart
magazine. The response being very good indeed.
The Society welcomes the following new members;

Ian Harris Peter Reval Gary Davey
Ivan Woods David Hindwood Russel Savage
Jerry Jirasek Phil McConaghy Steve Bottroff
Alan Suter Ken McCawley David Lewis
Dion Chandler Norm Bray

The group is now truly national, with memberships
representing all but one state and two territories (but I am sure that
they will follow).

Please do not hesitate to contact Mark, Don or myself if
you know of someone who may be interested. We will forward on
information as it is requested.

A Run

Things are a happening on the run front.

Negotiations are underway for two runs, on two different
gauges. A second meeting is scheduled with one of our possible
hosts for Good Friday, and subject to further negotiations, further
information will be sent out.

The other run, will be a much more substantial, and will
occur, hopefully, later in the year, or early next year. This is
subject to the group negotiating an access agreement and one or
two other minor issues. It is my preference to target Easter next
year, and when [ am able to provide further information, you will
understand why.

I will provide further information as and when I can on

these two runs.
The Law

The group runs under several wonderful pieces of
legislation, a code of practice and a couple of standards.

These are generally available to the public, and it is
worth availing yourself of their purchase.

The main bits of paper to be aware of are:

- Occupational Health Safety and Welfare Act, 1986

-OHS & W Act Regulations and subsidiary regulations

- Rail Safety Act, 1996

(The above from the State Information Service in Grenfell

Street in the City)

- AS 4292-1 Rail Safety Standard
- AS 4804 Occupational Health Safety Management
Standard

- ISO 9000 - Quality Management Systems

The above available from Standards Australia in Greenhill
Road (f you live in SA).

It may be worth looking at at least a couple of these
documents so that you can be aware of what we are doing, and more
importantly, why.

Contributions/Names

Yes I am still happy to receive your contributions

Names put forward to date include “The Gang Shed”, “The
Flangeway”, “Two-stroke Tattler”, “The Fuel Line” and “The Quad
Quipster”.

Something in the Air ?

Well, other than your editor mucking up his facts, the
show does go on, through all 130 odd episodes.

Emu Springs is in Victoria, not NSW, so no wonder the
“local” sells Vic Bitter (“I've got one now”!!!!), though one
wonders if it is not close to the border of Vic and NSW as they talk
of their regional centre Bullandra and of Sydney from time to time.

Well, your editor has missed barely an episode, and
usually goes away unsated as the old trolley barely gets a bash. It
appears in only three or maybe four episodes so far.

Despite that, the Good Dr Eva Petrovska is still a whiz at
running the thing, though she fails miserably in her crossing
safety (definitely would not meet our accreditation criteria).

Each time I have seen her, she sits sternly upright, hands
nowhere near the controls, yet the beast runs without missing a
beat. Maybe she would like to give us a lesson!

Keep an eye out, that elusive car will re-appear. Methinks
it is a ploy by the ABC to get ratings. There must be all of a couple
of hundred section car operators hanging out for a quick fix!



2 The lrish Mail And he'd sigh with relief: "Sure, they never fail",

i : The Jerrys are out with the 'Irish Mail".
The motor car is a first rate machine,

If the battery's right and the spark plug's clean,
But the one stand-by that would never fail And a tear for the brawny lads now gone,

Was the old hand car, the 'Irish Mail' For the brave, true hearts that would never fail,

= And the staunch old car, the 'Irish Mail'.
The clouds might roll and the thunder crash,

The storm winds blow and the lightning flash, James A. Morris Date unknown

And the rains might come, and the snow and hail, Downloaded from the SPEEDERS list

But nothing could stop the Trish Mail'. L
0go

So here's a toast to the days that are done,

How my memory clings to the old hand car, Do we need one?

With four strong lads on the handle bar, Who can do one for the love of it? Do you know of anyone

The boss on the brake side, watching the rail, who can have a go for us.

To see if all was clear for the 'Irish Mail'. The only criteria for a logo are that it should represent
what we are about, be easy to print on paper as well as embroidered

From his swaying seat would the hogger look out, onto cloth and be distinct.

For the king snipe's highball, his cheerful shout, Please advise the editor if you can help.
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