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NRG Flinders Power

My sincere thanks goes out to those who
supported our first run as an operator, including
people from NRG who agreed to give us access.

This event was the first time a group in
Australia has completed the accreditation process,
negotiated access and run motor section cars without
being tied to a set corridor.

The support for our activities has been huge
and continues to grow.

Anyways, a total of 17 people attended the
Leigh Creek run, including one from NSW and one
from the USA.

We had great pleasure in not only welcoming
our first member from the US, but also the honor of
having him participate at our first run.

Chuck Lee also bought with him a plaque and
best wishes from our American Affiliate, North
American Rail Car Operators Incorporated. Chuck has
provided a wealth of feedback on what we do and
what they do. It would seem that we are on the right
track. We look forward to booking Chuck a seat (or
anyone else from the US for that matter) on next years
run.

Despite leaving a little late, good time was
made on the way out until we were stuck at Wilcatana
and Beltana to cross the 12,500 tonne coal trains! Our
arrival at Copley was a little later that expected. I am
still wondering if “Liberace” had a hand in it, given
his interest in a night run!.

Frank played the rooster next morning and got
everyone up and going, so we left Copley only 10
minutes late.

We got stuck in a hole at Bratchina to cross the
coalie, but ended up home only a few minutes later
than planned.

This event went off well, and a lot was
learned:

- Nic spits the chewie when stressed.

- Frank spits harder when he has to repack the

ute more than once.

- The beer tastes better after a long day.

- The ute worked well

- Radios are great

- Leave on time or eat coal train dust twice.

My most sincere thanks goes to Glen Reye
from NRG Flinders, and to John Charlesworth from
EDI-PTR who acted as track supervisor. Also to Paul
Jerman from ARTC who sorted out train control for
us, and Frank who provided his ute.Thanks to those
who have returned their feedback sheets.

I will let everyone know the outcomes of
follow-up discussions with NRG for access again
next year.

Work is progressing on other runs, and I will
advise as soon as something concrete happens.

Website/E-mail
Our website continues to attract more and
more traffic with now close to 1700 hits.I will update
the site with the NRG run pics shortly.
And don’t forget to email me if you connect or
change your ISP

Cummins Kalamazoo Races
The CKC was such that we made a whole $10

after costs. Otherwise it was a worthwhile publicity
effort. Contact was made with a variety of media
personalities.

Safety Induction Days
The two days held in late March attracted a total

of six members.

This brings the current numbers of members to

complete the day to a total of 79% of our (Australian)
membership.Further days will be offered prior to our
next run.

The day is intended to assist you understand

the groups safety systems. At this stage, it is the first
part of the process for members wishing to accredit to
operate at a meet. The need for all members to
participate will be reviewed in the near future.

Operator Accreditation

The following have been deemed competent to
operate Motor Section Cars at events managed by this
group.

Nic Doncaster, Don Smith, Frank Belcher,
Ivan Wood, Dennis Naughton, Tim Sherwood and
Robert Sherwood.

The following have been issued authority to

- operate under supervision pending final assessment:

Ian Harris, Peter Reval, Jerry Jirasek, Russell
Sherwood and Lynda Doncaster.

Please note for those who may wish to apply
for accreditation based on prior experience (that is you
have operated with either Don or myself prior to the
formation of ASSCO) you will need to lodge
applications prior to June 30. After that date, all
applicants will need to demonstrate competency 1n
accordance with the documented systems.

Memberships

We welcome the following new members to
the Group:

- Chuck Lee USA

- John Black USA

- Carly Harris SA

Accounts

Some members still have accounts outstanding
from the NRG run, as well as membership renewals.P
My thanks to those who have already settled. o'

Please make arrangements to scttle accounts
as soon as possible. Please contact me if yqu arcp,
unsure of the status of any of your invoices. tt



2 Annual General Meeting

The Annual General Meeting, will be held, as
is currently proposed, August 2% at Port Dock
Brewery Hotel.

In accordance with the Constitution, a notice
will be sent out to all members no less than a month
prior to the Meeting. I will make some space available
in the next Update for those who may wish to put in
a few words as to why they want to be involved.

Please be aware that you must have been a
member for at least six months prior to the AGM,
you are not on the management committce of any
group or business with similar aims and objectives,
and have a seconder on your form.

Please note that physical location is not
important, as most meetings are done via
teleconferencing anyway. There is still a need for
some face to face meetings throughout the year, most
likely 2 in the next year.

Management Systems
Safety Issues

The opportunity to test for sound levels was
taken at Leigh Creek. :

The testing confirmed that on all cars operators
and passengers need to wear appropriate hearing
protection.

Some (possible) steps to reduce noise readings
on your cars include:

- Padding larger areas of sheet metal.

- Installing anti-ring material in wheels.

- Installing sound absorption material in the

engine bay.

- Fitting an appropriate muffler, and

- Ensuring the exhaust is in good condition.

Enclosed with this Update is some information
from NARCOA on wheel standards and measuring.
The issue is to be reviewed at the next meeting of the
management committee and systems will be updated
subsequently.

Please review your documents to ensure you
have a clear understanding of the dress code and
requirements for your log books.

Failure to meet any of the dress code, or to
present a log book for either yourself or your car will
prevent you from operating that vehicle and others at a
meet. The codes apply to all who operate or ride upon
a car.Those who operate a support vehicle are also
required to comply when on railway property.

The group has sourced compliant reflective
vests which are available for $35. Flags are also
available for $15. Please allow for postage if you wish
for them to be posted.

A range of changes is proposed for the safety
management systems, as part of our ongoing
improvements.

Tshirts

I have sourced a supply of shirts for
members. Two types are available:

Plain ASSCO shirt: this has the logo on the
left breast pocket, and your name underneath. The
logo is that which Ian drew, and appears on some of
our stationery. The car is red with black borders, with
ASSCO in the side panel.

NRG Meet: I have permission to produce
shirts using the NRG logo. This shirt has the same
logo as above, with the “factory” logo of NRG
(follow the link from our site to NRG’s to have a
gander), and the words - NRG Flinders Easter 2001,
First Run, and your name underneath.

This shirt is available only to those who came—"

for the ride, and is a limited run (one for each of those
who attended, one production run). These cost $35 as
well.Both shirts are yellow, unless you request
otherwise. I will deliver locally, but those outside
Adelaide will need to arrange collection or pay $5 for
postage.

Please let me know of your interest (in the
NRG shirt) and your size and correct spelling of
names in writing with $$ by June 7.

Adverts!!!

Wanted
Fire fighting Knapsacks - two of
Dry Powder extinguisher 2kg 1 of
Foam extinguisher 101 1 of
Spill tray 1 of
First Aid Kit (Occupational) 1 of
Required for the Groups ongoing activities.

Contact Group Coordinator

Wanted
Standard and or narrow gauge cars.
Contact John Wilson 08 83708873

Wanted
Broad Gauge M19
Also looking for Barbie tools from NRG run
Contact Graham Webb 08 82671156

For Sale
Wickham Motor Section Car,
Subject of an extensive restoration
Contact Mark Molloy 0415 433343

Wanted
Belt for M19, Magneto for M19, differential and
axles for SG A5 contact Ivan 0407974173
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