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/ Quote of the Quarter

“A wise man opens his
mouth because he has
something to say, a fool
because he has to say

something”
N

Front cover:

The theme of ASSCO events is enjoyment, and there
is nothing more fun than sharing a run with family.
Lynda Doncaster, left, and Heather Harris. Both
attended the run on the Pichi Richi Railway. This
was Heather's first run, and Lynda’s fifth. Photo
taken at Woolshed Flat on Sunday 23 March, by
the editor

Mark Twain

From the Editor-April 2003

I opened my last editorial by saying that 2003
will be a year of challenges.

So far, we have managed four runs, one of
which was in Queensland. As I write this, the group
is finalising access with Queensland Railways on
the Kingaroy Line. It looks like the group will have
had four runs in five weeks, somewhat of a record.
This confirms that we have risen to a challenge,
and beat it.

So how did we achieve this? We achieved
this with a team of hard working and dedicated
professional people - no more and no less.

In Queensland, there is a team of loyal and
dedicated people who have kept each other and me
in the know as work has progressed, whilst in SA,
the work has been done by a hard working team on
the Committee.

Its not just those that plan, but those that
come. We have a group of very enthusiastic people
who continue to push the envelope and raise the
benchmark.

If we can achieve so much - the current
hurdles are nothing.

All I can say 1s thanks to all of you for your
work.

Nic Doncaster

Material for this edition of Tra¢kside pas come from Nic
Doncaster, Don Smith, Darren Lee, Ken McHugh, David
Lewis, Jerry Jirasek, Norm George and Greg Wagner. Proof
read by Ted Doncaster and edited by Naomi Brewer. Hackwork
of setting up on Naomi's template and general editorial work
by Nic Doncaster using a Mac PowerPC Set in 12pt Times
Jfont. Printed, using a digital copier, Adobe Acrobat and
Pagemaker, by Snap Printing, Currie St., Adelaide.

Edited by Nic Doncaster on behalf of the Australian Society
of Section Car Operators Inc. ASSCO - Box 6683 Halifax
Street, Adelaide SA 5001 for the information and use of mem-
bers. Editorial comment and content does not necessarily re-
flect the policies and opinions of the Society.

Information contained herein is provided on the understand-
ing that it is subject to change, and therefore members should
consult with the management committee before acting on this
information. Publication of advertisements on behalf of mem-
bers or others in no way constitutes an endorsement or an
assurance as to the quality or reliability of the service or item
advertised . © Copyright ASSCO 2003

Deadline for articles for the next
edition of Trackside is 6 July 2003
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Pichi Richi Railway March 2003

Norm George

LY

The line up at Waukarie Creek Bridge - perhaps the most photographed point on the line. Cars are Robert

Sherwood’s MT14, lan Harris’ MT14 and Frank Belcher’s MTI14, (all ex QR) Norm’s M 15 ex Wilmington
and Nic Doncaster’s M19-Z42, M7, ex Port Lincoln Picture by Ken McH, ugh

Finally, the weekend run on the best bit of pre-
served narrow gauge track in South Australia had
arrived. Pichi Richi Railway (PRR) here we come I
thought, and two exquisite days of weather awaited
us in the historic Flinders Ranges railway town of
Quorn about forty kilometres north east of Port
Augusta and about three hundred and thirty kilo-
metres from Adelaide.

Late Friday night arrival for most participants
saw a variety of section cars parked overnight
around Quorn and a pre-dawn start to the Saturday
saw yawning and stretching ASSCO members
readying their cars for pre-meet inspections. While
Nic Doncaster and Norman George did inspections,
Steve Hooper, Regulator from the SA Department
of Transport inspected them (!) as ASSCO were
undergoing their annual rail safety audit. Safety
management has underpinned all of ASSCO’s
preparation to this date and it was important the
owner/operators of the cars were fully aware of,
and adhered to, the safety strategies that the group
had put in place.

After a few minor hiccups six of the seven cars
and eleven members were ready to run from Quorn
to Stirling North for the first time just after 0830
hrs. There was Ken McHugh, down from Queens-
land operating Nic’s M19 M7, Ian Harris and his
MT14 418, Frank Belcher and Robert Sherwood
each on an MT14, Nic Doncaster on his ST2 F18,
out for the first time with a recently rebuilt motor,
and Norman George with his M15, M 112 out on its
second run under his ownership. It was great to see
Ken down from Queensland and Frank and Robert
out on another run. Also attending were first tim-
ers, Heather Harris who came along to find out what
all the fuss was about,, Nic’s father Ted Doncaster
from Western Australia and new member John
Bowey, as well as ‘old timers’ Lynda Doncaster,
Tim Sherwood and Dennis Naughton. Also in Quorn
were members Ivan Wood whose car (an ex QR
MT14) had bearing problems, committee member
Don Smith, recently out of hospital and feeling a
little tender and Dion Charlesworth, our safeworker
from the NRG run who dropped in to say hello.

Trackside April 2003 page 3



*

Lattice Bridge on the final run - Ken McHugh

Four return runs along this section of historic
track through the Pichi Richi Pass had been planned
for the weekend and these had to link in with Pichi
Richi Railway’s own schedule of train, railcar hire,
light engine movement and track gang work. All in
all, the timetable held the promise of being an in-
teresting weekend for all concerned. After a brief
pre-meet discussion and a few words from PRR traf-
fic officer, David Fisher, we were off.

There wasn’t a cloud in the sky as we headed
off over Mill and Dairy crossings and up the gradual
climb towards Summit where we crossed the track
gang. From Summit Crossing the line winds down
through tight curves
and cuttings towards
French’s Bridge and
the old town of Pichi
Richi with its few re-
maining foundations
and the restored Wil-
lows Brewery Restau-
rant and tiny low level
sleeper-topped plat-
form complete with
hand-operated signal
should a passenger
wish to catch the train
there. The long curve

leading into Pichi 73, group at Wodled Flczr T}’LIS was the second big outingfbr Norri;is MI15MI12.

vided all cars with a view, not only of
each other but also of the stunning
scenery that the Flinders Ranges are re-
nowned for - the beautiful colours of
the outback with high rocky cliffs on
the right and the jutting rock of Devils
Peak on the left. Although the author
has travelled along this track dozens
(perhaps hundreds!) of times it was
something else to do it as a member of
an organised group, in an authorised
manner in your own section car!

After passing through Devils
Peak control point, the track winds its
way down to the s-bend bridge and on
through two very tight cuttings (used
in the film ‘Galipolli’) that lead onto the famous
and much photographed stone walled embank-
ments. From here the track goes on into Woolshed
Flat after passing over the iron, heritage-listed
Woolshed Flat Bridge. This is a very picturesque
section of the line with views down the valley to-
wards Saltia with steep multi-coloured cliffs on the
left and the creek and main road far down on the
right. The cuttings are tight and excellent for hear-
ing the ‘bark’ of those Fairmont single cylinder en-
gines!

There were no real dramas as we reported in
to PRR train control on schedule. The section from

X

i

Richi Straight pro- This car was last used as the electricians car at Wilmington. - Nic Doncaster
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Ken McHugh travelled all the way from Brisbane to
Join in on the run. This was his first time on a timer-
equipped Fairmont, running both an M19 and an ST?2.
Seen here filling in his feedback form - Nic Doncaster

Woolshed Flat down to Saltia presents the highest
bridge on the line, the Lattice Bridge and following
it a sweeping curve with fantastic views back towards
Devils Peak. Those in the front or rear of the ‘gaggle
of cars’ had excellent views. Discussion around the
meal at the “Trans” that night mentioned how great
it was to watch the cars sweep across the Lattice
Bridge with Devils Peak in the background.

Big Dipper and Saltia crossings were carefully
protected. From there we wound our way along the
Saltia creek towards Stirling North. The run along
the creek is interesting as there are saltbush hills on
the left and majestic gums in the dry rocky creek
bed on the right and then all of a sudden you burst
out of the hills and look across the broad sweep of
the gulf and the township of Port Augusta. This final
section of the line provides two long straight runs —
from Mangallo to the Crusher crossing and then from
Smokers Bridge to the Stirling North triangle. As the
cars spread out over this last section, drivers were
able to open the throttle a little and really feel the
breeze in their hair! Many waves to passing cars as
we parralled the main road. In no time at all we were
in the Stirling North triangle and off the main line.
Pichi Richi Railway had provided us with one of their
safe-working radios and we were able to report in

that all had gone well and the main Iine was clear.

Many photographs were taken of cars and
personnel in front of the Stirling North sign as we
waited for the PRR passenger train to emerge from
the viaduct under the NRG Flinders coal line to
Leigh Creek. The opportunity was also taken by a
number of drivers to sort out little problems be-
fore the return trip. Once the PRR train had passed
we were clear to follow it back to Quorn. There
was a little passenger swapping and then we were
off for the return leg which comprised the long
shallow climb from Stirling North to Summit and
then the sharpish descent into Quorn. Once
again,we had a drama free run by all cars.

In the Quorn yard Dave Fisher had set the
road for us to park in the water tower siding. As
we had to wait for the PRR train to return to Port
Augusta, a short de-briefing was held before lunch
for Steve Hooper to present his findings.

A - = B P &
Frank and Tim take some time at Stirling North
10 make some running adjustments to one of the
MT14’s - Nic Doncaster
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Bowey, Norm George, Ivan Wood (kneeling), Michael Bennet, Frank Belcher, Nic Doncaster, Dennis
Naughton, Ted Doncaster. Car is Nic Doncasters ST2-Z42, F18. Photo by Lynda Doncaster on Ken McHughs
camera. Heather Harris also joined in over the weekend, but missed the photo.

The afternoon run was equally successful al-
though electrical problems with two cars saw the
group split into two (but remaining in radio con-
tact) to allow the PRR light engine locomotive to
pass those cars not affected. Eventually the six cars
were reunited at Summit and returned to Quorn a
little later than expected but very happy with the
day’s running. Arrangements had been made to park
the ASSCO section cars in the PRR loco yard at
Quorn which provided us with safe and secure stor-
age and meant that we did not have to setoff over-
night.

An early start and a quick run to Stirling North
before the special hire Brill railcar left Port Augusta
was the order of the morning. We were joined by
Robert’s brother Tim for the Sunday runs. Another
beautiful day with light wispy cloud saw a relatively
trouble free run but on the return leg, as a result of
a preparation misunderstanding, the author’s car ran
dry and was towed back to Quorn from Saltia. For-
tunately no permanent damage appeared to have
been done and M 112 worked out to Woolshed Flat
on the last run of the weekend in the afternoon. The
return leg of the morning run saw another of the

interesting aspects of the train working on this week-
end, the passing of the Brill railcar at Woolshed Flat
by the ASSCO section cars via the passing loop,
usually used as a wagon storage facility by PRR.

As there were no more PRR workings for the
weekend stops were made on the fourth and last
run to capture images in the afternoon light of the
cars on the Lattice Bridge. We farewelled Ian and
Heather Harris at Woolshed Flat, Heather having
driven car and trailer there. The other five cars ar-
rived back in Quorn just after dark and setoff in
Quorn loco ready to pack up and depart.

An absolutely fantastic weekend was had by
all participants. It was great to be able to run over
this section of historic track at last. The weather
and PRR personnel were brilliant and we look for-
ward to further negotiations and the opportunity to
do it all again in the future. Many thanks to the fol-
lowing PRR members; Richard Atkinson for get-
ting the ball rolling, Walter Woods and Phil Mellors
for their ongoing assistance and correspondence,
and Dave Fisher on the weekend for all of his help,
guidance and support.
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Mary Valley - first run in Queensland

Text Greg Wagner, Pictures Ken McHugh

The first ASSCO Queensland section car op-
eration took place on Saturday, 22 March 2003,
from Imbil to Gildora, part of the Mary Valley Her-
itage Railway. Seven section cars and 15 members
participated in what was.and I think I speak for all,
simply a fantastic day.

As this was our first run over the MVHR (is-
sue 17 of Trackside described the route familiari-
sation runs at MVHR which were the precursors to
the run), the group was divided into two groups of
four section cars. The first group consisted of an
MT14,an ST2 and two M15s. The second group
consisted of two ST2s and two M15s.

The corridor is an ex-QR Branch line rated
for 10.62 tonne axle load trains with a maximum
rated speed for trains of 40 kph and nominal rail
size of 30 kg/m. There are a number of public and
occupational road crossings ranging from regular
use to a number of crossings which see very little
traffic. Our seton point, Imbil, is the stereotypical
sleepy little country town. Children riding bikes ,
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George McHugh's M15 and Alan Greenwood’s M15

coming over to see what was going on, the sound
of Saturday morning lawn mowers and the creak-
ing doors of the pub opening. What a way to start
the day!

After our initial safety briefing and inspections
the cars were marshalled and the first group set off.
Heading out of Imbil the first railway icon we en-
counter is a 100m box girder bridge. We went up
and over the range passing at the top through the
only tunnel on the line and down into Melawondi.
Melawondi to Kandanga was a slightly flatter run
and the highlight of this section is definitely the
rail bridge just outside Kandanga that crosses the
road bridge over Kandanga creek. The section from
Kandanga to Amamore allows for some slightly
higher speeds as we pass over the range and down
(speed restrictions) into Amamore, another stere-
otypical sleepy country town. Our journey to Dagan
included some 5 chain 90 degree curves terminat-
ing at Gildora, where cars were quickly turned for
the return journey.
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IJerryis MT14, Johnno Love’s ST2, Kén and
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The culmination of nearly two years work - a pretty piece of paper, but one that we cherish. Taken on the
Saturday, Jerry proudly holds the Certificate of Accreditation issued by Queensland Transport. Photo

taken at Imbil prior to the second run

Despite the good run, the first group arrived pleasure) was towed into Imbil, the trip was a roar-
40 minutes late into Imbil, but no one was com- ing success.
plaining. Feedback was given and the cars
remarshalled for the second run, which apart from
Johnno running out of petrol and (to Steve’s

We left the Imbil station compound and with
trailer-mounted section cars lined up across from
the Grand Hotel, we celebrated, with a
XXXX (pronounced “4X”, the local
beer brand. ED) or two our first run on
the board. This was indeed a great way

great
e

toend a magnificent day of section car
operation.

The trip back to Brisbane however,
was a different story, as the forecasted
severe tropical thunder storm hit just
as we left the Gympie district.

Much planning and preparation
went into the MVHR event, including
8¢8 last minute training for two members
ysee in Road Traffic Control, giving these
¢ members the authority to stop road traf-
fic at allotted crossings. Thanks defi-

Greg Wagners beautifully restored M15
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fic at allotted crossings.
Thanks definitely have to
go to Jerry for all the hard
yards he has tirelessly put
in over the last six to twelve
months. I am certain the the
trip would not have oc-
curred withou Jerry’s hard
work. Additionally, we owe
thanks and appreciation to
MVHR, and in particular
Jim Walker. It was clear that
Jim was impressed with our
run and the professionalism
the group portrayed.

I can only conclude by |
stating that, again I speak for
all, we definitely look for-
ward to another run at
MVHR.

Above - Alan Greenwood and his M15 at the tunnel near Melawondi.

Oh, and Jerry, next time can Below The second group at Imbil getting ready to go. Cars are

you arrange for the rail greasers Steve Pryor’s (and Mick Lynch’s) ST2, Darren Lee s M15, Ken
to be removed? McHugh's M 15 and Johnno Love’s ST2.

Previous Page - One of the wonderful views on the MVHR Johnno’s

Greg Wagner. ST2.




NRG 2003

Text by Steve Overmyer Pictures by Nic Doncaster

On the weekend of 15-16® February,
ASSCO ran its third section car trip on the
NRG line from Pt Augusta to Leigh Creek.
Four cars participated in this run as well as
our esteemed safeworker, Dion Charlesworth
in his Hi-Rail Nissan 4WD Nic and Lynda
Doncaster were there with their Fairmont M 19,
as were Dennis Naughton with his NSWGR
SIC, Ivan Wood with his AS gang car and me
in the other NSWGR SIC that Nic and I jointly Seeing the Leigh Creek line from a new perspective is
OWN. John Kirk, who travelled from Melbourne for the

weekend, here on Nic's M19. He was disappointed that
the trains were running at night!

Ry

Other ASSCO members taking part were Ian

Harris, Gary Davey, John Kirk, Norm George and
we also had the honour of welcoming aboard
NARCOA, MOW and ASSCO members from
Seattle Washington State, John Black & Jeanne
Kleyn.

The run was held this time over two days
only and we based ourselves at Parachilna, located
approximately half way along the line. This change
to previous runs gave us the opportunity of

and cold beer of an evening and two days running
in different directions.

On the Saturday, after a safety meeting, car
inspection and seton,we headed towards Copley,
some 80kms north and the end of the line for us.
The line does continue a few kms further to the large
open cut coal mine of Leigh Creek where the daily
16,000 tonne coal train is loaded. However, for
obvious reasons, we are only granted access on the

comfortable 10dgings at the Praire HOtCl, hot food line as far as Cop]ey where we turn the cars around.

The group posed for a photo south of Beltana, just before one of the SICs spat the dummy and did a chain
in! From left to right: lan Harris, John Kirk (Vic), Norman George, Lynda Doncaster, Gary Davey (Vic),
Dion Charlesworth (with arms crossed) our very brave safe worker, Ivan Wood, Jean Klein and John

Black (all the way from the US) and Steve Overmyer (NSW)
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