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Quote of the Quarter

““Hard work spotlights the character of
people: some turn up their sleeves, some
turn up their noses, and some don't turn
up at all.”

Sam Ewing

Front cover:
Michael Staats, whom some would know from the SPEEDERS
list, took this picture on a recent Driasine meet in Germany
The photo shows SBB3344 just outside Borssum Station

From the editor: October 2003

Its a little hard to believe that this edition of
Trackside sees the end of the fourth year that
ASSCO has been around.

Looking back over that period, we have
achieved a lot; we are an accredited operator in two
states, with one other state sitting ready. We have
welcomed our one hundredth member, Anna
Burden, this is the 20" edition of Trackside and we
have covered 20000 kilometres by rail.

We remain in a dark patch at present, as the
insurance issue is not yet resolved. For some of our
colleagues, it may never resolve, and for others, it
appears that they may loose the support of their
government and be in the same bind.

Our membership is strong, both in numbers
and committment, so we will see this time out. The
new committee sees a further broadening of skill
and expertise to build up on what has been
developed over the last four years.

To see so many at the Annual General
Meeting, including those who took the time to travel
from interstate and from outside of Brisbane, was
wonderful. The frank and open discussion was a
highlight.

Nic Doncaster

Material for this edition of Trackside has come from Nic
Doncaster, Michael Staats, Ken McHugh, Greg Wagner,
Darren Lee, John Bowie, Michael Dix and David Verrier
Proof read by Ted Doncaster and edited by Naomi Brewer
Hackwork of setting up on Naomi’s template and general
editorial work by Nic Doncaster using a Mac PowerPC Set
in 12pt Times font. Printed, using a digital copier, Adobe
Acrobat and Pagemaker; by Rapid.doc, Currie St., Adelaide.

Edited by Nic Doncaster on behalf of the Australian Society
of Section Car Operators Inc. ASSCO - Box 6683 Halifax
Street, Adelaide SA 5001 for the information and use of
members. Editorial comment and content does not necessarily
reflect the policies and opinions of the Society.

Information contained herein is provided on the understanding
that it is subject to change, and therefore members should
consult with the management committee before acting on this
information. Publication of advertisements on behalf of
members or others in no way constitutes an endorsement or
an assurance as to the quality or reliability of the service or
item advertised . © Copyright ASSCO 2003
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2003 Annual General Meeting

Greg Wagner

ASSCO’s 2003 AGM was held on Saturday,
13 September at Beaudesert Rail, Beaudesert
Queensland. This was the first AGM to be held in
sunny Queensland since the association’s South
Australian incorporation, and reflects the rapid
membership growth in this state.

The day started early with the gathering of
members, some of whom travelled from interstate,
on the Beaudesert platform. After new introductions
and re-acquaintances we all boarded the train for
the return trip to Logan Village. It was indeed a
relaxing start to the day’s events. Whilst the trip
was a slow one, [ don’t think anyone minded,
because it gave us ample time for discussions that
mostly focussed on sections cars and future events.

Back in Beaudesert, lunch at the Railway
Hotel was next on our agenda. The steak was big
and the 4X cold. One would be happy to end the
proceedings here, but we were now down to the
business end of the day.

Steak and a few beers later, we were back

across the road with the AGM officially opened. A
full report from Nic on the years’ activities was
presented via a Lite Pro so that each point could be
seen and discussed including On Track, promotions,
memberships, finances, safety management,
training and induction, communications with
members and committee meetings (see minutes for
full account). (Editor’s Note - the draft minutes are
enclosed, and for those not at the AGM, a copy of
the Annual Report is included)

The new committee for 2003/2004 was then
formally accepted by the members present. One
vacancy was open for the taking and Steve Pryor
stepped up to take on the task.

Following the election of the new commiittee,
discussion shifted to some of the issues we currently
face as an operator in modern railway times, such
as insurance, constitutional review, operator
training, engineering standards, safety management
systems, access and car inspections. Perhaps it is
pertinent to note the sense of tenacity in the discussion,

The group at Buaedesert with the C1

7, The last time the editor saw this she was a bucket

of rust missing almost all her parts.

Thats Darren Lee on the buffer beam. From left to right of the photo; Kneeling - Jerry Jirasek, Paul Rollason, Ken McHugh,
Angelo Bertucci, Brain Hunting and Greg Wagner. Standing - Alan Greenwood, Frank Tybislawski, Danielle Phillips, Geoff
Bowring, Michael Wilson Johnno Love, David Lewis (NSW) Steve Pryor behind Mick Saffiottis’ arm.
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which clearly portrayed our members determination
to resolve these very complex and challenging -
issues. Without this continued and collaborative
effort to find answers to the problems we face,
ASSCO would most certainly come to a
grinding halt.

Around mid-afternoon we found we were
done talking and the meeting was closed, as we
had one last treat in store — a tour of Beaudesert
Rail’s workshop. Whilst there was not a
Fairmont to be seen, it was a good opportunity
to see the workings of a modern steam shed
geared to the tourist market. The restoration in
progress was of a high standard and clearly
reflected the needs of Beaudesert Rail. For
example the nigh club car would certainly not
be found on most historical railways.

Finally, it is only fitting to congratulate the
new 2003/2004 committee, as we look forward
to sorting the insurance issues and getting back
on the rails again — definitely more frequently.
It is also appropriate to thank Beaudesert Rail
and in particular Darren Lee for organising
exclusive use of the Mackenzie Car, which
included lounge and bar facilities and for the use
of their finely refurbished office space and board
room. Thanks also to Ken McHugh for his
thorough organisation of AGM 2003.

the crew of Beaudeserts C17- Jerry
managed to get a ride in the cab.

Left - Darren gave us a tour of the facilities
at Beaudesert. They have a new workshop
that is well set up and should be the envy of
most steam operators.

 Beaudesert has a website located at
http://www.beaudesertrail.com.au/

At this AGM, Don Smith elected to
. stand down, ending four years on the
committee of the group.
Don was one of the foundation
members, involved in the early
meetings of the (then proposed)
Australian Society of Section Car
Enthusiasts. His experience as a
railwayman has been invaluable as the
group developed its systems and
undertook its first runs.
Thanks Don, and best wishes for a
Speedy recovery.
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The Committee

For the first time following an Annual General
Meeting, the group has a full committee of seven
people.

It also has representation split across the
country, with three members from Queensland, three
Jrom South Australia and one from NSW.

Listed here, as a way of introducing them to
you are the members of the new committee. Their
contact details are recorded on page Two.

Jerry Jirasek

Jerry is the state
representative for
Queensland. He first joined
the committee in 2001, and
has been instrumental in
establishing an operating
base in Queensland for

ASSCO. He owns an operational MT 14, and works
as a design and testing engineer with EDI at
Maryborough. His latest project is the Diesel Tilt
Train.

Steve Pryor

Steve was elected to the
committee at the Annual
General Meeting held at
Beaudesert in October 2003,
filling a vacany left by a
retiring member. Steve
works at EDI as well, where
he is a Documentation
Compiler. He has extensive industry exposure to
training, including driver training, through past
employment with Queensland Rail. He is co-owner

=
i

of an ST2-Z42.

Steve Overmyer
Steve is foundation
member of ASSCO. He has
been on the committee as
Boomer Liaison since
2001, but has been an
elected member since 2002.
Steve is a director of State
Mine Hentage Park & Railway in Lithgow, NSW
where he also runs his M-19. Steve works in the
tertiary education sector and is involved with
research into sustainable building technology.

He is currently restoring a Volkswagen gang car.

Ian Harris

This is Ian’s third year on
the committee. He
stepped down prior to the
Annual General Meeting,
and successfully
re-nominated for the
position. Ian is a teacher with the Education
Department in the rural city of Port Lincoln. He
has extensive experience in the restoration of old
vehicles, and is currently restoring an M19.

Nic Doncaster

Nic is a founding member
of ASSCO, and has served
on its committee since its
inception. Nic works for
WorkCover, the South
Australian Workers
Compensation Authority, as a Human Factors and
Hazard Management Consultant. He has owned and
operated section cars for 18 years. He has also
served on the committee of Steamtown, sadly now
defunct.

Norm George

Norm has served on the
ASSCO committees since
his election in 2001. Norm
works as a trades teacher.
He is active with Pichi
Richi Railway at Quorn,
SA, as well as active in various rail modeling groups
in the state. He is the proud owner of an M15-B,
and is looking forward to getting his Supervisors

Inspection Car up to speed and out on track.

Ken McHugh

Ken nominated to fill an

ongoing vacancy on the

committee in June, 2003. He

has a long history of

involvement in the
~ preservation industry,

volunteering for the
Australian Narrow Gauge Railway Museum at
Woodford, including extensive service on their
committee. He works as a Human Resources
Consultant with Brisbane City Council, and owns
a couple of M15-B’s.
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Trolleys in Europe.

Text and images by Michael Staats

Here in Europe the world of historic trolleys
is not as much alive as in countries like the United
States, Australia and New Zealand.

The reason for this , in my opinion, is the lack
of suitable long runs and the few vehicles that were
build.

Only countries such as Germany, Switzerland,
and France, as well as the Scandinavian countries
are there many trolleys in service. They are the larger
countries in Europe, and have many long railways in
their remote areas.

Further, within the preservation movement in
Europe it is rare to see working trolleys. For instance,
in Germany many museum railways have one or
two trolleys in their collection but they are seldom
used for public running. There are of course
exceptions. In the German town of Bad Nauheim a

man by the name of Stefan John. He has a large
collection of trolleys and uses them frequently for
demonstrations and public running on a museum
railway. He also has a very interesting website about
his collection and the preserved railway that he is
working for. Please see www.draisine.de.

There are not many events but every year
sometime in June the trolley volcano erupts. Then
we have the German Trolley Meet. This year the
host for the event was the Dampflok-Gemeinschaft
41.096 e.v in Klein Mahner. Sadly the turn-up was
a bit lower than in previous years but the weekend
was still a lot of fun for the participants.

The line-up was;

- klv 11-4172 resident vehicle on the railway
(ex German State Railway)

- klv 12-4894 owned by a speeder friend in
Hamburg (Germany) (ex German State Railway)
- klv 12-4740 resident vehicle on the railway
named Otto (ex German State Railway)

- SBB 3344 owned by the speeder club Fricktal
in Switzerland (ex Swiss State Railway)

- MAV PFT440 owned by the speeder club
Fricktal in Switzerland (ex Hungarian State Railway)
- special passenger trolley homebuilt and owned
by the speeder club Fricktal in Switzerland

- one handcar. Resident vehicle on the railway
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- one handcar. Owned by the Eisenbahclub
Minden (Germany)

- one railbike owned by railfan Thomas
Dreschler from 1910

- one railbike resident vehicle on the railway
- one highspeed railbike

For the railbikes and handcars there were
driving opportunities within the station limits of the
Klein-Mahner. The larger motorised trolleys could
run on a stretch of track that runs out of the station
for 1,5 kms both ways. During the weekend there
where also 2 steam trains running on the museum
railway.

So the first job on Friday morning was
mowing the grass on all the intermediate stations
from Klein Mahner to Borssum. That trip was made
in style. The lawn and bush mowers were loaded
on a klv53 track maintenance car. They are somewhat
bigger than a normal trolley but are considered here
in Europe light track vehicles. Some of them are
still in active service with the German Railways.
They are nice machines to ride and very fast.... The
main attractions were the two trolleys from
Switzerland. SBB3344 and MAV44().

3344 was build in 1932 and is powered by a
two cylinder Motosaccoche V-twin engine and
was restored to “better then new” condition. The
sounds produced by the engine are a pleasure to
your ear.

Above This photo shows the “cab” of SBB3344, the
car on the cover. Looks like a damn fine job too.
Page Opposite. These three cars are all “klv” series
units, taken at Borssum station.
With MAV 440 the story is a little different.

Originally she was built in 1960 in Hungary and
powered by a 250cc six horsepower
Panonia motorcycle engine. When
this engine broke down spares were
not available, so the Swiss friends made
arather drastic decision.

The engine was replaced by a
750cc Yamaha motorcycle engine
with a five speed gearbox. Now
more than a little overpowered,
the trolley runs around 80km/h in
fourth gear with the gas handle in
neutral. Needless to say that they
have never tried the fifth gear.

But the German standard
trolley on these events is the klv11
and klv12. They where built in large
numbers in the 1950s to replace the
first generation trolleys. The basic
design is the same for both cars but

This rail bike was made in 1910 - looks like relaxing way to the interior is different.

enjoy the countryside!

The kIv11 is generally used
for track inspections. She has four
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klv53 on lawnmowing duty

doors and inside luxury seating for four to five
people including a driver. The klv12 is more a
works car. She has two side doors and one big cargo
door at the back. Behind the front seats there is a
large cargo compartment to store the wokers’ tools.
Technically, they
are the same. The
power plant consists
of a four cylinder
28hp boxer engine
from Volkswagen
(Now, now, Steve-
take a deep breath;
ED) and is basically
the same as
those fitted  in
the famous
Volkswagen
Beatle. The engine
is connected to a
four speed forward
one speed reverse
gearbox. As an
extra the klvll1 is
also fitted with a
reverser gearbox.
So that one has five
speeds forward and
five in reverse.

All these klvs are
equipped with a mechanical
turntable under the car. With
the use of that turntable every
evening there was a “klv-ballet”
in Borssum. The trick was to
lift and turn the three cars
simultaneously.

Friday and Saturday
evening all the trolleys in-
cluding the handcars and
railbike made a trip from
Klein Mahner to Borssum
and back. A distance of
10km. The trip out was made
by all the vehicles under
their own power helped by
a little gradient down.

On the way back the
heavy running handcars were
towed back uphill by the
klv’s. But what surprised me
was that the railbike’s owners came back under
their own pedalpower. Only the high speed bike,
“the cigar”, needed some help on road crossings as
it got stuck on the pavement??

It was a succesfull meet after all but like most

klv12-4894 at Klein Mahner station. This is one of the VW-powered works
cars referred to in the text
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events there were a few
short comings.

One thing is for sure,
I will try to visit the meet
with my narrow gauge trol-
ley next year. I will keep
you all informed when this
takes place.

To find out more
about European trolleys
on the World Wide Web.

The German Speeder
Ciol e c-t.iom
www.draisine.de (also has
a huge list of links)

The Swiss Speeder
Club in  Fricktal:
www.draisine.ch

My own speeder site:
www.draisine.tk (mainly
narrow gauge speeders)

Also try
www.google.com and enter
the term draisine.

With kind regards from the Netherlands,

Michael Staats
a

e
Above; Hand car at Klein Mahner

Below; MAV440 at Klein Mahner
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The Mackay Auction

Story and Photos by Ken McHugh

Disposal auctions — should you go and hope
you pick up a bargain, or should you stay at home
and save the cash?

One thing is for sure, auctions mean uncertainty.
Sometimes you come away empty handed.
Sometimes you come away overspent. But what
happens when you spend what you planned to spend
-and get more than you bargained for? Here is my
story.

I decided to attend a railway disposal auction
in September. The catalogue was showing that there
were two Fairmonts up and that was that. Not knowing
much more than what was in the catalogue, I began
making some calls to find out what exactly was
going under the hammer. I was lucky enough to
phone a guy who was on site and he described the
cars over the phone. That was enough for me, I decided
that regardless of the outcome, to bring one home
would be great, to see a Fairmont go to a new owner
would also be great. In any case just seeing some
M135s fresh out of service would be an interest-
ing event in itself — even a story for Trackside — so
I decided to attend.

I arrived in Mackay the day before the auction. I
considered the viewing time was essential to use
wisely, to go over the stock and see just what was
on offer. Identifying what was going to be value for
money, versus a big headache, was my starting

compressor; the two MT14s can be seen.

Just before the auction, the two M15s that were offered were parked next to the
boundary fence of the Mackay auction site. Just on the other side of the

point. Upon entering the auction yard to my
amazement, there were four Fairmonts available!

I carefully examined all four and as can
reasonably be expected, all four were in ‘used’
condition and my thoughts were all operational with
minimal work.

There were two standard M15s and two
standard MT14s (one had a roof). The two M15s
were reasonable condition as was the MT14.
Unfortunately the MT14 with the roof also had a
couple of lovely cracks across the carburetor as if
someone had struck it.

I spent the rest of the day analysing who the
competition might be, what my maximum bid was
going to be, what would I do if no one else showed
up?

Every scenario crossed my mind even before
I left Brisbane but the key issue was this - sitting at
home, problems such as transporting machinery
seem small. But when you’re on site looking down
the barrel of the auction, and you hear announcements
like “all purchases must be removed by 3pm or
penalties will apply” ... if you haven’t done your
homework (such as organising transportation) then
it can rock your confidence a little.

In the afternoon of the viewing, I saw a fellow
rail enthusiast whom I had been introduced to some
weeks earlier. We quickly got talking and found out
we were seeking different items
from the auction, (what a relief). I
outlined my concern re transportation
should I be successful and he
quickly offered some free storage
and even transportation from this
site to his site — what a guy!

The next day, the morning of
the auction, I arrived early to review
everything I had seen the day before.
I needed this time because I’d only
focused on engine compression,
(broken) carbies and magnetos.
What I wanted to do today was
check for squareness and all the
running gear.

After doing all this I returned
to my vehicle and sat outside the
compound looking in. I got a good
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The two MT14’s, 655 and 730, sit together in the auc

tion yard, awating their future. Also offered were a number of flat top

trailer cars.

idea of my potential competition from this angle.
However the cars were not all together, so keeping
an eye on things was quite a task. Adding to the
complexity were the darn air compressors on
trailers positioned either side of the Fairmonts.
Queensland Rail were auctioning several of
these off and many people were drawn to these
items. Problem was I didn’t really know if the guys
were genuinely checking out the compressors, and sticky
beaking at the Fairmonts or ........ what? (one guy
actually kicked the wheel on one Fairmont — did it
really look like a used car?)

With just an hour to go before the auction, I
received a mobile phone call. The gent identified
himself as Brian to whom I spoken to at the
ASSCO stand at the Brisbane Model Railway Show
in May. Brian was calling me up
seeking assistance with an M 15 he
was interested in buying at an
auction and was looking for some
assistance with pricing guides, what
to look for and other general info
as he had just joined up with ASSCO
and was totally new to the scene.

I said, “Mate I can do better
than that, where are you?” he said
“In Mackay across the road from
the auction”. I said, “So am I"”. As
it turned out, we were both in our
cars, diagonally across the street
from one another. We quickly shut
down our phone conversation, W
shook hands and went into the
auction yard.

Auctions are weird phenomena especially in
relation to trust. Here was a bloke who had reached
out seeking advice about Fairmonts, and here I was
a potential bidder. 1decided that it was best being
up front and told Brian that I wouldn’t bid against
him, just let me know what he was after and we’d
work together to get a good buy for him.

Brian indicated he was most interested in an
M15 — Well today he had two to select from!! After
spending the next 45 minutes or so showing him
over his potential purchases, another ASSCO
member arrived. We quickly formed a plan
between us. There didn’t appear to be anyone else
onsite who was interested the cache.

As the auctioneer did his job, Brian was doing
his and within minutes, Brian was the proud owner

S

Frank Tybislawski observes the unlaoding of 730 at the temporary home of the
purchases at Mackay. The cars were shipped to Brisbane a week or so later.
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