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- Quote of the Quarter

“The journey of a thousand
miles starts with a flat tyre
and broken fan-belt”

\ Murphys Art of Zen! )

Front cover:

Kevin Stevens, the Alice Springs Roadmaster, hooks
his Phonophore onto the open wire line that paralled
the old narrow gauge railway that is affectionately
known as the “Old Ghan”.

Within weeks, this acitvity, which kept all living
along the line in touch with the outer world, would
pass into history, along with the railway which it
served. Photo by Jeremy Browne at the 849km mark,
October 3, 1980

From the Editor - January 2004

Its been a lot of fun pulling this edition of
TRACKSIDE together.

Instead of being purely a motor car orientated
journal, this edition swings over to look at one of
the biggest narrow gauge hand car runs in the world,
the “Hand Ghan” trip of October 1980. If I had been
living in South Australia at the time, and perhaps
old enough, this would have been THE trip. I look
forward to publishing other adventures undertaken
by hand powered vehicles, including the Cummins
Kalamazoo Classic in April.

Alas, the Old Ghan Line, or North Main, is
no more, but at least we can sit back in comfort and
read about the adventure.

Work for our own great adventure “Boomer”
is progressing, despite the lack of insurance. It is
incredible the amount of interest there is in both
this event and ASSCO.

Best wishes for the New Year.

Nic Doncaster
Editor

Material for this edition of Trackside has come from Nic
Doncaster, John Browning, David Verrier, Michael Dix, Dean
Adamson, Jeremy Browne, Peter Nolte, Royce Jowett, Ken
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Preservation Society’s “Narrow Notes” and Pichi Richi
Railway’s “Pichi Richi Patter”. Proof read by Ted Doncaster
and edited by Naomi Brewer. Hackwork of setting up on
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The Hand Ghan

Royce Jowett, Peter Nolte and Jeremy Browne

In 1980, a group of rail enthusiasts joined the
celebrations for the openening of the new railway
to Alice Springs by pumping a Kalamazoo Hand
Trolley along the old Ghan Line from Marree to
Alice Springs.

After several years of trying to organise a
steam-hauled “Last Ghan” the trip was an
alternative farewell to the famous old track, now
pulled up.

Organised by Jeremy Browne in Adelaide, the
irip included personal friends and members of the
Geelong Steam Preservation Society and the Pichi
Richi Railway.

The article reprinted below was written by
members of the Geelong Steam Preservation Society
Jor their magazine, “Narrow Minded”. I have also
included extracts from Jeremy’s log, reprinted from
the “Pichi Richi Patter” (ED).

Back in 1978 it was known that the narrow
gauge line from Marree, S.A., to Alice Springs
would close and with it would go the old "Ghan"
passenger tram. With this in mind thoughts turned
towards running a last "Ghan" using genuine T class
locos, 186 from the Pichi Richi Railway and 251 from
the Bellarine Peninsula Railway. Unfortunately,
the idea had to be shelved due to various difficulties.

Meanwhile, various Geelong Steam Preservation
Society (GSPS) members had recalled a GSPS
expedition of the early 1970's when a Kalamazoo
hand operated trolley had been pushed around various
parts of the Flinders Ranges narrow gauge lines.

Loading stores and the kalamazoo, onto the standard gauge section of the Ghan at Port
Augusta. This dock is now used by Pichi Richi Railway for their narrow gauge trains.

The thought came up - why not see the old "Ghan"
line off with a trolley trip to Alice Springs! The idea
did not get far until Royce Jowett got Pichi Richi
Railway member, Jeremy Browne, interested.
Jeremy immediately greeted the idea with enthusiasm.
After discussing the logistics, it was decided that a
team of ten to twelve men would be needed to work
in shifts of four on the trolley. Interest from the
GSPS came from six people. Jeremy found six
participants in South Australia and began negotiations
with the then Chairman of the Australian National
Railways (ANR), Mr. Keith Smith.

At first ANR were reluctant but later they
softened their attitude to allow the trip to take place,
suggesting that we time it to arrive in Alice Springs
on the morning of the official opening of the new
standard gauge line by Princess Alexandra.

The Kalamazoo was shipped over from its
home in Tasmania and the lads from South Australia
came over to trial it on the Bellarine Peninsula
Railway. We all agreed that it had to be fully overhauled
and, as Jeremy Browne had access to a workshop
at Myers” maintenance department, the trolley was
sent to Adelaide.

Many hours were spent seeking sponsors for
the trip and finally we obtained sponsorship from
the following companies;

South Australian Brewing Co - $500

B.H.P. The Big Australian - $500
N.T. Tourist Commission - $500
Yakka Clothing Company - $500

i (South Australian Brewery
. also donated forty dozen cans of
beer).

The adventure began with
Royce Jowett, Phil Riddett and
Robert Riddett motoring over
to Adelaide while Peter Nolte
opted for the Overland. Paul
Brunton was unable to take part
due to a change in employment
while Michael Menzies was unable
to get leave for the first week.

However, Michael managed
to fly to Alice Springs and jump a
southbound mixed train to join the
expedition just south of the South
Australia - Northem Territory border.

The members of the Hand

The dock originally hosted the narrow gauge trains of CR. Photo by Jeremy Browne. Ghan party where Royce Jowett,
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ALICE SPRINGS The Old Ghan - A Quick History

=hivper The Old Ghan railway was the evidence of the confidence of the people of the new colony
waninga

of South Australia.
ess Wol In the 1870’s there was a belief that South Australia could become the “grain bowl” of
Rodinga Australia, a belief that was tempered by several seasons of good rain.
To open up the couniry, the colony sank money into a narrow gauge railway running
Bundooma Jfrom Adelaide, through Peterborough and Quorn, and eventaully up to Oodnadatta. It
\ SiEalar was to connect up with the railway being built south from Darwin.
. Goyder, a surveyor of the time, advised against the construction of the railway, as
Finke i : ; : :
he believed that the country through which the line would pass was not suited to
Abminga Jarming. The politicians laughed, and continued with their grand scheme. They
sibunga stopped building the railway at Oodnadatta,where the line would terminate
@ Pedirka until the Great Depression, because Goyder was right!
Alberga During the Depression, the line was extended to Alice Springs, but on a
) OODNADATTA miuch cheaper budget. The poorer construction was the engineers bane.
Mt Dutton' Algebickine Anew line was built to the west, from Tarcoola to Alice Springs, opened
. in 1980. The new line follows the preferred route of the original
Warine Edward Creek engineers.
The section from Port Augusta, via Wilkatana, to Copley, remains
— William Creek in use as a standard gauge coal line, operated by NRG Flinders
Operating Services Pty Ltd.
B trangwRYys Springs This month sees the completion of the line to Darwin.
Coward Spring MARRee Peter Nolte, Phil Riddett, Robert Riddett and
$ Farina  Michael Menzies from the Geelong Steam
Lyndhurst Preservation Society, Max Munchenberg, Jeremy
CoPleY  Browne and Peter Letherby from Pichi Richi Railway,
S seltana Graham Bowes from the Australian Railway Historical
Map courtesy Steve McNicol Parachitna>0¢iety; and Nick Timbs and Mike Ball who are
Railmac Publications non-railway minded blokes with a flair for

¥ Edeowie
adventure.

Hookina®y .\ wKEeR The Kalamazoo and provisions were transported
: to Port Augusta on September 29,1980, by road
PORT AUGUSTA & VORN  and placed on the “Ghan” motor-rail. Four of the
gang, namely Royce Jowett, Nick Timbs, Jeremy
: Browne and Graham Bowes drove up to Quorn on
PORT PIRIE  the night before an slept in the “Sturt” car, courtesy

of Pichi Richi Railway.
The Kalamazoo and provisions were all
loaded by 2pm the next day and the rest of the day
was spent in air-conditioned comfort as
(DORT LINCOLN S e aiE 7C tran]led on the standard gauge section
of the “Ghan” to Marree. That night was
spent in a railway house in Marree. The next
morning we met the roadmaster, Kevin
Stevens, who was to follow us all the way in
a section car towing a trailer with the provisions.

:

I« MAP Circa 1938

Jeremy’s Log
Day One - Tuesday 30 September 1980 Marree to
Curdimurka

Breakfast at the Great Northern Hotel. Depart
Marree 9.25am after the Channel 10 News interview.
Hot with North West wind makes for hard going.
Wangianna at 12.51pm and 40°C. Motor Section Car
breaks down near Lake Eyre and passing motorist
won't help. Fixed with a bit of wood. Arrive
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Above - Looking through the Edwards Creek Pump House.
decaying slowly October 2, 1980. Royce Jowelt

Below - After the hard slog up Mount Rebecca, the team take a
bit of a breather. Not far to the next refreshement point! Jeremy
Browne

Curdimurka 6.31pm to a glorious sunset. Big Dinner,
stayed in fettlers quarters.

Thus it was that, on September 30, 1980, much
to the amusement of the local residents, the
Kalamazoo was set on the tracks at Marree and,

with a Channel 10 camera team in pursuit in an
air-conditioned car the first four Pumpers set off with
the mercury reading 41°C (110°F) and the head on
wind peaking at 30 knots. Ahead, a mere 95 kilometres to
the north lay the first day’s target, Curdimurka.

That day had everyone cursing, wishing they
had never started the trip, especially when we arrived
at Wangianna Bank, a monumental grade some 40
kilometres out of Marree.

The locals had promised to gather at the top
and perform a wake in the team’s honour as we perished
in the heat trying to make the summit. However, it
was too hot even for the locals to venture out and
$0, no spectators witnessed the conquering of
Wangianna.

An interesting happening later was when the
team stopped at Lake Eyre to take photos of water
in the South Lake and to change a fresh crew onto
the Kalamazoo, which then took off on the next leg.
After waiting the customary forty minutes, the
section car motor was fired up to give chase.

However, the motor gave one cough and
stopped. The cause was determined to be a split
distributor cap. It would have been no problem but
we hadn't carried a spare and we were a mere 498
kilometres from the nearest garage. Peter Nolle and
Mike Ball made a temporary repair with a piece of
twig and some masking tape. Never has so much
faith been placed in a piece of sticky paper. These
repairs had taken so long that the Kalamazoo team
had been on the road for over an hour and had worn
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Above - The Kalamazoo rolls off the northern end of the Algebuckina bridge. Rumour has it that the bridge was built for somewhere
a little more public, but the order was stuffed up, and the bridge placed in the middle of no where. Visible are Jeremy Browne and

Royce Jowett - picture from Jeremy’s camera.

Page Opposite, A Southbound “Ghan”. hauled by NJ3 and 1 pass the Kalamazoo and Section car. These locos, until recently,
worked out of Port Lincoln, SA. Both photos taken on October 2, 1980. Photo by Jeremy Browne

themselves out and were becoming worried about
the whereabouts of the motor and whether they
should backtrack and find it. There was relief all round
when the motor finally caught up with the
Kalamazoo.

The temporary motor repair was expected to
Just last to the next camp but because Kevin was
the line’s roadmaster his section car was a one-off
Job with a different type of Ford Cortina motor to
that of the regular gang motors so the temporary
repair actually lasted all the way from Lake Eyre to
Alice Springs.

That night the mood changed somewhat as we
polished off some of the forty dozen cans donated
by South Australian Brewing Company, and enjoyed
a five course meal and a bottle of Grange Hermitage
of disputed vintage (not to mention the vast volumes of
Port).

Jeremy’s Log
Day Two - Wednesday 1 October 1980 Curdimurka
to 656km, near Anna Creek.

First party away at 7.11am and covers 25

kilometres past Margaret Siding. Gentle South
Easterly wind a great morale booster. Warms up
10 38°. Found old Kalamazoo wheel at Irrapatanna
- believed to be off trolley wrecked on Dead Mans
Hill in the 1880's. Passed their graves later. Arrived
William Creek 2.30pm. Sunset run 20 kilometres on
10 off-rail near Anna Creek. Dinner in the pub till
late then slept (?) in passageway at Barracks whilst
two NJ's shunted around for hours.

evin heads of fto his épecml hut for a nights sleep at William
Creek - Jeremy Browne.
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Rolling through Anna Creek with Max Munchenberg, Peter Nolte, Peter Letheby and Mike Ball pumping. October 1, 1980 -
Jeremy Browne

The next day was a little easier with the
temperature a mild 39°C and wind dropping to ten
knots. The 120 kilometre journey was completed
in seven hours and at 2 pm the gang headed for the
sole building in William Creek (you guessed it, the
pub). Valiantly, we braved the bar room banter of
such local and vocal identities as Dick Nunn from
nearby Anna Creek Station which is known in the
area for its camel trains. The publican put on
a special reception for us that night and we were
entertained by the local fettlers, a tame kangaroo,
which lives in the hotel, and a three legged Kelpie
dog that can outrun any rabbit, in the area.

Later we had a sleepless night broken by the
sounds of rabbits being killed by the dogs, a goods

train that sounded as if it were kick shunting to Alice
Springs and one of the fettlers paying the price for
drinking to excess.

Jeremy’s Log
Day Three - Thursday October 2, 1980 656km to
Algebuckina

Overcast day with 32°C maximum. Tail wind
all day and we flew! Average of 24 kilometers an
hour Dujf Creek to Edwards Creek. Spirits high -
Just coasting. Algebuckina in time for photos on the
bridge then posing Kalamazoo in the foreground
as the Southbound Ghan crossed the bridge with
two NJ's. Desperate party unitl late in the old fettlers
camp. Snake found in Graham Bowes sleeping bag!

e e Conditions improved on

the third day, as we all became
fitter and more used to the hot
conditions. This day was particu-
larly memorable because on the
run to Algebuckina our four
man crews beat "The Ghan"!
We averaged 24 kilometres per
hour over long sections of the 120
kilometre run - a blistering pace
when compared to the

Warrina Siding. The Comonwealth Railways installed a number of sidings during World : g
War Two to facilitate traffic flow. Most were removed at the end of hostilities. Royce Jowett. aged Australian National
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Railways service.

About 50 kilometres out of William Creek, as
the Kalamazoo was negotiating a steep grade known
locally as "Deadman’s Hill", Peter Nolte pointed
out. the headstone of a grave about two metres out
from the end of a sleeper. It was not until later that
we learned that the grade was named "Deadmans
Hill" because, soon after the construction of the
line, three fettlers took a Kalamazoo without
approval one weekend and headed for the William
Creek pub (from whence we had come).

To save their energy en route, they hoisted a
canvas camp sheet on the trolley for a sail and when
going down the hill the car sped up and derailed,
killing one man instantly and the others two days
later. The dead man was buried at the end of the
sleepers and a slate slab with a black cross on it
marks the spot. After reading this in the late George
William's line side notes on the Alice Springs line,
all jokes about hoisting a sail when we had a
tailwind ceased.

The third night was spent in the roofless stone
ruins at Algebuckina after a short journey to the
bridge to photograph the passage of the Southbound
"Ghan".

Dinner was cooked on a steel walkway plate
from the bridge in the open where we witnessed a
beautiful sunset and sat talking and drinking long
into the night. That night when Graham Bowes went
to get into his sleeping bag he found it already
inhabited .... by a snake!

Alberga Siding. After a hard day pumping, one of the team cools down. Note the condition of the gangs
quarters. Australian National maintained a number to a high standard right up to the end of the line.

The roadmaster, Kevin Stevens, travelled with the group in
his A series car. It towed a trailer with supplies, although
some had been dropped along the way by a train in front. The
beer was disguised as “baked beans”! Royce Jowett

Jeremy’s Log
Day Four- Friday 3 October 1980 Algebukina to
Alberga

Sunny Day 31°C maximum. Perfect pumping
weather. First Team away at 6.42am covers 32
kilometres. Arrive Oodnadatta at 9.48 am well up
on schedule. Whole school turns out to meet us.
Showers, stamp first day covers at post office and
wait for south bound goods. Inspect ruins at Wire
Creek, arriving at Alberga 2.41pm. Great swimming
pool. Camp in good condition with caretaker only.
Main line sitting after dinner and sing song till late.

On Day Four we awoke to see clouds speeding
southward at a fantastic pace. The clouds may have
been going south but at ground level we had a slight
tail wind so off we
went.

Our tailwind
held out and we
sailed into
Oodnadatta  at
lunchtime. After a
bit more filming by
the TV crews, a few
beers at the local, a
few rides up and
down the sidings
for the children who
had left school to
come and welcome
us, and a cold
shower, we set off
again to make camp
at Alberga. The
ANR had kept this
cottage open just for

Some were closed after the Hand Ghan team passed through. October 3, 1980. Royce Jowertt. us, and 1t was
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On the home streich, some time was taken to repose at Ewaninga, 30 or so kilometres south of the Alice. Until recently, this was

the last section of the Old Ghan Line to see trains. It is owned by the Ghan Preservation Society, and operated by Charlie Poole.

Jeremy Browne

closed the following Monday afternoon.We  took
the opportunity to take a “skinny dip” in the Alberga
pool — a large hole dug in the parched earth which
was filled with bore water and was home for millions
of mosquitoes that that must have been crossed with
emus.
Jeremy’s Log
Day Five Saturday 4 October 1980 Alberga to
Ilbunga. ]
Day clear and hot. 36° at midday =
with northerly wind building up. Very -
hard in Pedirka Sandhills so we lay over
at Pedirka for four hours. good time for
showers in Camp. Arrive Ilbunga
5.50pm. Camp abandoned and partly
wrecked but a roof over our heads;
heavy shower of rain later. We ring train
control for Grand Final results - Port
wins.

Day Five brought slightly side-on
winds and unbearable heat. At one stage
we were forced to off track when we
stalled. We stopped for about 3 hours
waiting for the heat to abate; It didn't
and to make matters worse when we
decided to press on we had slippage
problems due to ants on the track and

further on, the trolley again came to a stand in the
Pedirka sand hills when the wind swung around to
head-on and we were sand blasted with red Simpson
desert sand.

We finally made it into Ilbunga, an abandoned
house, where we spent the night and after imbibing on
our usual ration of cans and port we sat around the
barbeque singing old Australian folk songs and

et

Pumping along - Royce Jowett
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