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Quote of the Quarter

“If you can dream it, you can
do it”

Walt Disney

Front cover: jonn Charlesworth rings in to Adelaide
Train Control using a portable satelite telephone, as we wait
in the Wilkatana yard. Easter, 2002.

NRG Flinders were the first owner to sign an access agreement
with us, and John the Brave Trackworker dared the unknown
to ride with a bunch of people whom he had never met. And
we also had the pleasure of Chuck Lee, who invented the
Jastest way to find a hi-vis vest; “If they’ve a vest, then put it
on my tab” - thanks Chuck!

QOur sincerest thanks to Glen Reye and John for getting us
out on track.

From the Editor: July 2004

It is rather amazing to think back and recall
the events of the last 14 months. It seems like only
yesterday that I got off the plane from the Kingaroy
trip, and back from Quorn after a fantastic weekend
on the Pichi Richi Railway.

It will be even more interesting to recall the
next year, as ASSCO is about to head into the busiest
period since it was formed in 1999.

We have insurance, and more importantly we
have a team of competent and capable people to
make our dream a reality, and to lead us into 2005
with gusto.

There is a considerable amount of work to be
completed before and after we resume operations.
Your support, patience and honesty, would all be
greatly appreciated as we work to accommodate
many of the new members who are still working
through the accreditation processes.

I look forward to working with you all to
achieve a smooth and safe resumption of operations.

See you on track.

Nic Doncaster
Editor and Group Coordinator

Material for this edition of Trackside came from Nic
Doncaster, Ken McHugh, George McHugh, James Morrison,
Steve Pryor, Greg Wagner, Frank Tybislawski, Lynn Zelmer,
and Steve Overmyer

Proof read by Ted Doncaster and edited by Naomi Lea,
“Totally Write”. Setting up and general editorial work by
Nic Doncaster using a PowerMac G4. Set in 12pt Times font.
Printed, using a digital copier, Adobe Acrobat and Pagemaker,
by Rapid.doc, Currie St., Adelaide.

Edited by Nic Doncaster on behalf of the Australian Society
of Section Car Operators Inc. P.O. Box 6683 Halifax Street,
Adelaide SA 5001 for the information and use of members.
Editorial comment and content does not necessarily reflect the
policies and opinions of the Society.

Information contained herein is provided on the understanding
that it is subject to change, and therefore members should
consult with the management committee before acting on this
information. Publication of advertisements on behalf of
members or others in no way constitutes an endorsement or
an assurance as to the quality or reliability of the service or
item advertised . © Copyright ASSCO 2004

~ Deadline for articles for the next
‘edition of Trackside is October 1st 2004
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AMRA Model Railway Show.

Story and photos - Ken McHugh

George Mc Hugh and Bob Skinner are sitting on the centre-piece of the ASSCO stand, Johnno Loves restored ST-2

ASSCO was well represented at the AMRA
2004 model railway show over the May long
weekend.

It was held in Brisbane with over 18 000 guests
entering the hall over the 3 days, most of them
stopping by and talking to us about who we are and
what we do.

Several ASSCO members volunteered to
attend the stand, and over a dozen more dropping
in to just say hi - which was much appreciated.

This year, our stand’s centrepiece was Johnno
Love’s ST2 693. Johnno was asked if he would
display his car not only because is he our youngest
accredited member, but because he has worked
extremely hard to restore a car that was in a derelict
condition. It is now a beautifully restored and fully
accredited operating car. I congratulate Johnno and
the members who supported him along the way
because support is important to any successful

group, and ASSCO is no exception.

The volunteers this year included Brian
Hunting, (Brian himself only found about ASSCO
at last year’s AMRA show), Mick Saffiotti, Darren
Lee, George McHugh, and Frank Tybislawski who
all donated their time. We received several new
membership application forms shortly after the
show. Visits to ASSCO’s web site also increased in
the days after the show - so, well-done chaps!

I met for the first time, members Bob Skinner
and John Kathage, I met gents who worked on
section cars for years who openly shared their stories
of when they were on the job, I met a woman who
is extremely keen to own and operate her own
section car with ASSCO, I met people that have
section cars but didn’t know there was an avenue
available to operate them. I heard parents tell their
enquiring children many and varied explanations
about what this yellow thing was used for.
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But I guess the best of the lot for me was a
gent in his 50s who said, “I know it runs on diesel
mate, but how many cylinders does it have?”

And this from a 5-year-old boy “Is that the
gear stick mister?” - pointing to the actual gear
lever!

The stand included a professional display area
for presenting our colour photographs, continuous
video playing of section car action, carpet squares,
and transportation and use of the section car. Thank
you to the Australian Narrow Gauge Railway
Museum Society (our good neighbours) and a big
thank you to the Committee and members of AMRA
for supporting us again in 2004.

If you have any good ideas for next year’s
show, call me and tell me about it — we’re already

planning ahead.

Ken McHugh

Above - Frank Tybislawski and John Kathage at the stand

Below - George keeps the throngs at bay. Just to the right of
the photo is the ANGRMS two-foot gauge hand car - a really
delightful piece of equipment.
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A day at State Mine

Text and pictures; Steve Overmyer

On Anzac day, the
State Mine Heritage Park
and Railway kindly gave
some of us ASSCO boys
the chance to have a day
running section cars and
trikes.

The State Mine has |
its own branch line at
Lithgow in the central §
tablelands of NSW, just |
west of the Blue
Mountains and about 2 £
hours west of Sydney.

The line, which
branches off the main
western line, was
constructed about 80
years ago to access the
State Mine, which supplied coal to the NSW
Government Railways and the power stations of
NSW. The mine operated from 1916 until severe
flooding in the town in 1964 inundated the workings
and caused the mine’s closure and the inevitable
loss of many jobs.

The mine buildings and branch line then fell
into disrepair and remained that way until 1990
when the State Mine Heritage Park and Railway

The line up of members cars; L-R Chris Harrison’s Type B Track Inspection Car (TIC), David
Lewis’ Sheffield followed by his VW Departmental Heavy Duty Car, Steve Overmyer’s M19,
No379, and Dieter Lakos’ two man trike.

Inc, a non-profit organisation was formed to restore
and manage the site. Its aim is to create a coal mining
museum and working railway for future generations
to experience the industrial heritage of the western
coal fields, before too much of this history is lost.
For more information on the site’s history, go
to www.statemine.org.au
These days the branch line has been restored
to operating condition although regular tourist
railway services were delayed due to an arson attack
e < i1, (1999 which
- destroyed one the
diesel rail cars
about to go into
service, as well as
several end platform
cars and severely
damaged the 1892
saddletank steam
loco 2605. This
set-back is now in
the past and while -
regular services
will begin shortly,
the management
committee at State
Mine is keen to
accommodate
section car events

Steve and Ken on Steves’ M19, returning from a trip down the hill. The Main Western Line is to the left  on a regular basis.

of the photo.
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David Lewis (1), Steve Overmyer and Ken McCawley (r), pause with Steves Fairmont
M19. Behind is David’s VW-powered DHDC.

The opportunity to run section cars on Anzac
Day came about as shunting work, scheduled for
that day, was cancelled. This gave us the chance to
run section cars instead. I had previously flagged
the chance of a run with some of the NSW boys.
However, even though the opportunity to run was
only confirmed shortly before the planned event it
did not prevent a good showing on the day by the
comparatively small
number of ASSCO’s
NSW members.

Members who
participated in the day
were David Lewis (who
brought his Volkswagen
Departmental Heavy
Duty Car plus his
Sheffield 4 man pump
car), Ken McCawley
and Chris Harrison
(with his recently
completed Type “B”
TIC), as well as me and
my Fairmont MI19
linesman’s car Way &
Works - Fleet No 379.
We also welcomed
Queensland member
Dieter Lacko who
happened to be

Steve has a go on Davids VW car, with several of the Museum’s members enjoying the trip.
This photo is at the bottom of the hill,almost at the end of the line.

holidaying in NSW and had
just picked up his restored two
man trike from Ken
McCawley. Dieter couldn’t
have timed it any better...

Whilst the State Mine
branch line, with its recent
extension to the goods shed at
Eskbank Station (old Lithgow
Station) in the town, measures
only approximately 4
kilometers in length, the line is
particularly scenic and varied
in operating conditions,
making it particularly suitable
to section car running with
operators faced with many
different experiences over the
relatively short distance.

Starting at the shunt head
at the end of the line past the
coal mine, we begin in a
heavily wooded cutting on an unrestored section of
the line, before progressing down through the mine’s
yard on a 1:80 grade passing numerous railway cars,
S trucks and cement wagons and the recently re-
built huge carriage shed.

From there the line passes out through the front
gates and over the triple line level crossing entrance
to the mine site. Continuing past the new passenger

: . i
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Chris Harrisons’ B Type TIC, on its maiden run.

platform for the planned service, the line makes it’s
way down along side State Mine Gully Road for
several hundred metres to the level crossing. From
here, the road snakes its way across the railway track
and down past where many of the mine’s former
employees once lived.

Once past the level crossing, the line’s grade
increases to 1:50 and passes through another cutting
on the side of a steep hilll. From there it turns into
a left hand curve on an embankment with a
panoramic view to the right over the town of
Lithgow and the remains of the first blast furnace,
dating back to the 1880s.

The line continues down over another private
level crossing and where the line levels out over
Farmers Creek via a wooden trestle bridge, about
10 metres high, through a grove of willow trees
and over a steel road bridge. From here, it passes
by the Lake Pillans platform and water tank for the
steam train before it takes a right hand curve and
short climb up past the blast furnace. It then descends
a grade of about 1:35, past the excavated site of the
original Lithgow Loco Depot (which we plan to
rebuild one day) and then onto a level grade of
recently laid track. The line then runs along side
the main western line for a kilometre or so, past the
mainline connection before it terminates just
beyond the restored goods shed.

The return journey climbs back up the grades,

giving the cars a good work-out to end the journey
back at the shunt head, having completed a return
Journey of around 8 kilometers. Not a huge distance
but a very enjoyable run and a great cardio-vascular
workout for David Lewis and some of the boys from
the museum who took the Sheffield on a separate
run down the line and back again.

Over the day we ran many return trips and a
number of museum members also took the
opportunity to come for a ride and all enjoyed the
day immensely.

We plan to run more of these operating days
at State Mine in the near future and any other
ASSCO members who would like to participate,
with or without a car are welcome to come and join
us. For any members who do not yet own a car, it is
a great introduction to running section cars and a
sure way to be bitten by the bug.

Thanks again to the management committee
of State Mine Heritage Park and Railway Inc. for
allowing us to run this event and we look forward
to the next operating day in the near future.

For enquiries about future operating days at
State Mine, or about the Mine precinct, email me
at s.overmyer@uws.edu.au.

The Mines’ website is located at
www.statemine.org.au.
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Rockhampton Railway Reunion

Frank Tybislawski - photos as credited

" The display set up on the platform of the Archer Park Station. The ST2 was made avilable b
ASSCO member Andrew Simpson. Photo by Frank Tybislawski

On the weekend of the 5th and 6th of June
2004 the inaugural Rockhampton Railway Reunion
was held in and around Rockhampton. ASSCO was
invited to attend and man a display at the Archer
Park Station & Steam Tram Museum on the Sunday.
George McHugh and I volunteered to attend and
we were assisted by Andrew Simpson, who is a
member of both organisations.

Activities for the reunion
weekend included tours to Mount
Morgan to visit the railway and
local museum, and tours to the
Emu Park museum. We could also
visit the Queensland Rail (QR)
Driver Training Centre, the QR
Network Control Centre as well
as the historic Rockhampton
Roundhouse which is home to QR
Heritage. Apart from this, there
were social functions on both
Friday and Saturday evenings for
former QR employees to catch up
with long lost friends. About 100
former QR employees, their
partners and friends gathered to
enjoy the festivities. The retired

some interesting tales
to tell of their
working life with
QR.
Both George
and I travelled to
Rockhampton by Tilt
Train on Friday with
an uneventful trip
except for a power
loss at Parana near
Gladstone. On
Saturday we went our
separate ways to
participate in events
which interested us. I
visited the
Rockhampton Roundhouse where a number of
pieces of rollingstock is displayed as well as some
section cars. There were an M19, M15 and two
MT14s which I examined thoroughly. Following
that, I visited the QR Driver Training Centre which
is split into two sections. The first section has a
model railway and realistic QR signalling to give

QR employees came from a George McHigh (second from right) and Frank (on the ST2) chat with two gentlemen

variety of backgrounds and all had

interested in the operation of ASSCO. Photograph courtesy Lynn Zelmer,
QldRailHeritage.com.
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George McHugh enjoys a quick cup of tea whilst Frank attends to the
public. Photograph courtesy Lynn Zelmer, QldRailHeritage.com.

trainee drivers a good overview of what they can
expect out on the track. The second section has the
driving simulator cabs where various situations can
be simulated. Both the electric locomotive and
diesel locomotive cabs were operational and were
"tested" by the invited guests. Lastly I visited the
Network Control Centre which controls all train
movements in the areas south and west of
Rockhampton.

Early on Sunday morning I arrived at the
Archer Park Museum and found our display mostly
set up. Andrew had arranged to have his restored
ST2 section car (QR No.970) placed on the platform
in a prominent position and George had placed the
photographs for display a board I had requested.
All that was needed was to place the banner above
the area and we were ready to go.

This day coincided with a "market day" which
is a regular feature of the Archer Park Museum.
Many stalls and displays greeted the Railway
Reunion guests and the public with around 400
people passing through the gates during the day.
There were steam tram rides offered from the station
down along Denison Street, as well as section car
rides offered in an M15 conversion. The M15
operated within the confines of the station and was
skillfully driven by a delightful lady driver!

There was a fair amount of interest in ASSCO
from both the general public and retired employees.
There were numerous tales about incidents
involving section cars. Former QR drivers spoke

- of incidents when section car drivers were in
the wrong place at the wrong time. The section
car drivers however said that the trains were
in the wrong place at the wrong time.
Interesting how it was always the other
person’s fault, never their own. I wondered
how many of these "near misses" ever got
reported? I also spoke to a fellow who worked
in the Rockhampton workshops employed on
maintaining section cars.

We gave out some membership forms
. and there were also the usual questions of
"where do I get one from?" and "how much
| does it cost?" People were surprised to learn

that QR still has some section cars in use and

disposes of them through auctions when they

are no longer required. They were also
surprised to learn that it is an affordable hobby.

Our location on the platform, immediately
adjacent to where passengers waited to board, was
the steam tram so it was often quite crowded and
we were able to chat to people as they waited.

By mid-afternoon the crowd had mostly
dispersed so it was time to pack everything away.
Andrew’s ST2 had to go to the other end of the
station and the easiest way to get it there was along
the Denison Street track. Track access was available
until 4pm so we had ample time to place the car on-
track and start it up. The motor ran faultlessly as
we maneuvered down, then up, then down Denison
Street to the southern end of the station. The
trackage we (and the steam tram) operated on are
not connected to QR but run parallel with them
which is why track occupancy is coordinated with
Rockhampton Train Control.

Monday was time to head home again with
both George and I booked on the Tilt Train again. I
had some extra "luggage" to carry on the Tilt Train
as I did a delivery run for ASSCO members
swapping parts between Brisbane and
Rockhampton.

The weekend was most enjoyable and
successful and our thanks must be extended to the
Archer Park Station & Steam Tram Museum for
the invitation. Special thanks to Dennis Sheehan
(Operations Coordinator) and all the volunteers who
assisted us throughout the weekend and made us
very welcome.
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National Heritage and Tourist Body

Nic Doncaster

Délegates for the meeting included (L-R) Marry Homann (SA) Greg Robinson (SA) Susan Watson (WA), John Glastonbury
(NSW), Bryan Homann (SA), lan Willis (WA) lan Seymour (SA and AETM host), Tony Coen (Tas), Terry Olsson (QLD) on step),
Lyndsay Watson (WA), Malcom Davidson (in cab), Paul Rollason (Qld), Matthew Roberts ( ACT), and Peter Silva.

The St. Kilda Tramway Museum, SA, recently
hosted the second meeting of heritage and tourist
railway representatives, leading to the agreement
to form and incorporate a national body to be known
at the Association of Tourist and Heritage Rail,
Australia (ATHRA)

The formation of such a group, an umbrella
organisation to represent the heritage and tourist rail
and tram state bodies (such as CHRTSA in SA and
ATR-Q in Queensland), is seen as an essential step
in assisting the sector to achieve several goals
necessary for its ongoing growth. these include;

- Representation to the regulators

- Addressing insurance affordability through
a pooled scheme

- Improving risk management, rail and
occupational health and safety.

- Representation on committees developing
and or reviewing codes and standards directly
relevant to the sector.

Paul Rollason, who is chair of Association of

Tourist Railways - Queensland, and an active
member of the Australian Society of Section Car

Operators, Inc, has led the formation of ATHRA,
as well as of ATR-Q, and has accepted the position
of inaugural chair.

He is supported by Malcom Davidson (Vice-
Chair), Bryan Homann (Secretary), and Matthew
Roberts as Treasurer.

As well as the business of developing the
constitution, the delegates shared information from
a variety of presenters.

Sherree Goldsworthy (SA Rail Regulator)
spoke of the role of the regulators, and emerging
issues on a national level whilst Plantzos
representatives spoke about the insurance issue.

John Shalders presented information on the
role of the Australasian Railway Association, and
in particular the Code Management Company and
the work being done to progress the Code.

Linque International’s Chris Marshal spoke of
recent work with heritage groups in SA and Victoria,
highlighting the need for considered management
by such organisations.

The delegates enjoyed tram rides, and a tour
through the facilities of the Museum.
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Restoring 428

Greg Wagner

I have received many requests to write an
article for Trackside regarding the restoration of my
M15 series B QR fleet number 428. I have put it off
for some time now. There is so much detail, where
do I start?

I purchased 428 from QR in the mid 90s for
$20, placing it under a tarp at the side of the house
with my other cars, flat tops etc. I am sure it felt at
home. From what I can gather the car was used by
the per-way branch in the suburban network for
track inspection. It was mainly operated at night
and thus had an automotive muffler fitted to reduce
noise.

For the next 6 years I would periodically look
in on 428 and clear the possums out. At this time I
was more into handcars and it looked all too
daunting even to attempt to start a restoration.
However, ASSCO was on the move and it was time
to get into the world of motor operated section cars.

I started my sharp learning curve in Fairmont
by first stripping the car down to individual
components. If you have the time and patience I
would highly recommend this approach. It most
certainly put any fears to rest, as I discovered the
Fairmont engineering, whilst sound, was very
simple.

After the initial inspection, it was evident that
a full overhaul was required. Many of the aluminium

A side view of 428 prior to its restoration.

frame chassis components were badly bowed and
cracked. The water hopper was leaking profusely
and the head studs were consequently corroded. The
motor seemed to have a little play (refer to my
previous article re piston slap). The magneto did
not spark and obviously needed reconditioning. The
right hand rear axle bearing was loose or worn and
the brake gear was in poor condition. The belt was
shot. As for the aluminium and ply exterior, it was
clear that all the timber and most of the aluminium
panels were in need of replacement.

Not too bad.

So with a sketchy picture of what was required
I decided to start from the ground/rail up. Hubs,
axles and bearings and casings were disassembled
cleaned and polished. The front axle differential was
also disassembled and inspected for wear. No
noticeable wear or fatigue was detected on the front
axle and differential and all components were fully
cleaned and polished ready for reassembly. All the
suspension springs were also cleaned, checked and
polished.

The rear axle pulley was cleaned and inspected
for cracks - none were present. A tight fit on the
keyway was also evident. I then polished and coated
it in Lanox.

Then it was time to look at that the rear axle
and the loose/worn bearing. I found some movement
in the centre bearing and the right rear
bearing. Shims were removed from
under the bearing caps of both
bearings and tightened up to remove
any lateral movement. Again all
components were thoroughly cleaned
in petrol, polished and coated in
Lanox. (I have a thing for polished
metal).

The front bearings were good
and I removed .001” shim from the
left side to take out some slight
movement. I packed the differential
and bearings with new axle grease and
a speedo device was also added to the
centre bearing of the rear axle (see
article in April 2003 TRACKSIDE ).

What I also found on removing
the rear axle was one brand new belt
tied around the axle as a spare.
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with same.

The remaining chassis components,
including the engine mounting frame and angle
bracing. were sand blasted and reused. I also used
new high tensile 3/8 bolts and nylon lock nuts
and ran a string line across the frame at the axle
bearing centre points to square the frame true to
the string line. Front and rear cross frame
members were then checked for squareness and
both were found to be square. In keeping with
authenticity (and given it would be too hard to
polish) the frame was sprayed with Killrust Epoxy
Enamel Sungold.

The set-off guards and lower bearing sills
were also sandblasted, etch primed and sprayed.

Brakes and idler pulley

I gave the braking system a total
reconditioning installing sleeves in all brake rod
mounts, new extended brake shoes and blocks,
and new pins throughout.

The idler pulley was dismantled and
inspected for cracks and bearing wear and with
none being found, a shim was removed to tighten
up the bearing. The idler pulley was fully cleaned,
POLISHED, reassembled, and a new adjusting
rod on the tensioning arm was fitted.

Body
. Even though it was in sound condition, the
The engine prior to being pulled out for mechanical work. Greg  body was totally rebuilt. I managed to salvage the
already has the condensor off side panels. The front panels and frames were
Anyone who owns and operates a M15 will know replaced with new aluminium and mild steel angle.
that it is not an easy feat to replace a broken belt, All timber cross braces were replaced and new seats
especially in the field. Hence some fitters
started to tie spares next to the pulley. Thus,
my new belt was installed and a spare belt
clamped to rear axle.

Hubs and wheels were inspected and
found to be OK. The greatest wear on the
wheels was 1/32. The wheels were
sandblasted, painted and refitted.

I tackled the frame at the same time
as this involved a total rebuild.

The front and rear cross frame
members were replaced with 2.5mm mild
steel 50mmx65mm angle. 2.5mm gives
strength but still has flexibility to allow the
frame to negotiate holes in the track.

The right-hand main frame member
was replaced in a past overhaul with 3mm 5588 i - i :
C section mild steel. I replaced the left side The motor after being stripped and cleaned: the rebuild commences.
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