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Quote of the Quarter N

“Let us be thankful for fools.
But for them the rest of us could

not succee
Front cover:
Having just crossed the Dickbram Bridge, the group
of M15s slows prior to stopping and turning.
Cars are Peter and Anna Burden’s 316, Alan
Greenwood’s 518, Greg Wagner’s 428 and Brian
Hunting’s 244. This was the greatest number of

M15s run at an ASSCO meet yet. Photo by Steve
Overmyer, Saturday September 18, 2004.

Norm George

Jerry Jirasek

Steve Overmyer

Mark Twain

From the Editor - October 2004

So, here we are in October, with two runs
already completed, and two more ready to go in
the next few months.

ASSCO has survived its darkest period. We
have managed to reduce, considerably, the cost of
operating, and we have managed to demonstrate
the resiliance and dedication to overcome the
hurdles that could have stopped us running for
good.

We have further challenges to face, including
compliance with the new National Medical
Standard, the draft fatigue codes, and, of course,
elements of the National Code currently up for
discussion.

It has been rewarding to watch members step
forward and take an active role in managing the
groups operations on a local level. Ken McHugh
managed the operations at Kingaroy with a level
of professionalism that sets a new benchmark,
whilst those participating astounded me with their
efforts to exceed the requirements of ASSCO’s
operating systems.

I look forward to facilitating a broadening of
the group’s operations over the next twelve months,
and am invigorated by the support and enthusiasm
shown at Kingaroy!

Nic Doncaster

Material for this edition of Trackside has come from Robert
Casares, Nic Doncaster, Ian Harris, Ken McHugh, Steve
Overmyer, Andy Roe, Paul Rollason, Bob Skinner, Don Smith,
and Ron Zammitt. Proof read by Ted Doncaster and edited by
Naomi Brewer. Hackwork of setting up on Naomi’s template
and general editorial work by Nic Doncaster using a Mac
PowerPC. Set in 12pt Times font. Printed, using a digital
copier, Adobe Acrobat and Pagemaker, by Rapid.doc, Currie
St., Adelaide.

Edited by Nic Doncaster on behalf of the Australian Sociery
of Section Car Operators Inc. ASSCO - Box 6683 Halifax
Street, Adelaide SA 5001 for the information and use of
members. Editorial comment and content does not necessarily
reflect the policies and opinions of the Society.

Information contained herein is provided on the understanding
that it is subject to change, and therefore members should
consult with the management committee before acting on this
information. Publication of advertisements on behalf of
members or others in no way constitutes an endorsement or
an assurance as to the quality or reliability of the service or
item advertised . © Copyrlght ASSCO 2004

Beadlme for artlcles for the next
‘edition of Trackszde is January 1, :_200_5_\ :;
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Back on Track - The Goomeri Run

Story and Photos by Steve Overmyer

With ASSCO now successfully re-insured, we
recently celebrated with our first weekend meet
back on the rails after what seemed ages.

The inaugural run was on the Dickabram to
Kingaroy branch line some three hours north of
Bris-vegas in sunny Queensland held over the
weekend of the 18-19" September 2004.

The long time between drinks had not
diminished the enthusiasm of members with 11
section cars taking part in the run and over 30
ASSCO members on board. All vehicles were ex-
Queesland Rail (QR) cars with ST2s, a gaggle of
M15s and a Tamper TMC-2 car all in attendance.

The weekend’s running was based in Goomeri,
approximately half way along the line where a
secure QR yard and sidings for the cars and vehicles
as well as sufficient accommodation for participants
at the Grand Hotel Goomeri (The most aptly named
pub 1 have ever stayed in. ED) located adjacent to
the track. From Goomeri, the distance by rail to both
Dickabram and Kingaroy is about the same at 60
kilometres, making for a round trip each day of
approximately 120 kilometres.

The Friday evening saw most members arrive
in Goomeri and after many of us spent the whole
day travelling to get there, the hotel and its promise
of beer and a bed was indeed a welcome sight.

After dinner it was down to business with

committee member Steve Pryor conducting the QR
track safety course for those of us who did not hold
a current QR yellow card that is required by all
personnel on and around QR property.

Saturday morning arrived with perfect weather
for the run and we gathered at the Goomeri yard
for a pre-meet briefing by meet co-ordinator Ken
McHugh and John Jarvis, our QR safe worker for
the weekend.

All the cars were then set on the tracks and we
headed out towards our destination of the
Dickabram bridge, approximately 10 minutes ahead
of our scheduled departure time of 10.00hrs.

The trip began with a pleasant journey through
the open farmlands around Goomeri however it
wasn’t long before Murphy’s Law came into play
and first one, then two cars experienced problems
causing somewhat of a delay in proceedings. The
decision however was soon made to tow the
offending vehicles to the next stop at the small
railway town of Kilkivan. There was a real incentive
to make Kilkivan by the scheduled time of 11.30hrs.
as the Kilkivan Community Garden & Railway
Markets Project Committee (KCG&RMPC) were
waiting to greet us with morning tea. A
misunderstanding with regard to the dates of our
planned meet had meant that Dulcie and her
wonderful crew had spent the previous Saturday
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morning waiting with morning tea prepared for a
train that never came...as it were, so we were keen
not to give her cause for concern today. Despite the
earlier delay, the line of cars made it in to Kilkivan
right on schedule (much to the relief of Dulcie no
doubt) to be warmly welcomed by the Kilkivan
locals and the KCG&RMPC who treated us all to
the most wonderful morning tea/lunch we could
ever have expected. It was wonderful to see such
country hospitality and the sandwiches, cakes, cold
drinks, coffee and tea laid out in our honour were
much appreciated by all.

During the rest stop, the two recalcitrant cars
were set off in the siding and with all now aboard
the remaining nine cars, we finally said farewell to
the good people of Kilkivan and we continued on
our way towards Dickabram.

Upon leaving Kilkivan, the line travels through
woodland and the country is more undulating. Many
tight radius curves feature on this part of the track
and call for operators to be on the lookout as
visibility around the curves is quite limited.

The line also follows along beside several
rivers and over some long wooden bridges making
for some great scenery as the journey continued on
its merry way.

We made it to the Dickabram bridge without

Above - The cars bask in the glorious sunshine as the crew
partake of a most wonderful morning tea. This is the first
ASSCO event where a Tamper car, in particular a TMC-2 has
run.

Below - The delightful Dame Adelphi Hewitt, who took the
time to arrange morning tea for our crew. This time we were
on time and on the right day.

Previous Page - top - Our group lined up and ready to roll.
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further (motor car) incident and after flagging the
road crossing, we travelled across the spectacular
wooden road/rail bridge before stopping and
turning the cars for the return journey.

The day had well and truly warmed up by
early afternoon and it was a real pleasant surprise
as we again approached Kilkivan to see Dulcie
and the gang waiting for us with coffee, tea and
more importantly, bottles of chilled rainwater.
Bless you ladies, you were fantastic.

After cooling down and setting back on the
two cars previously left behind, we headed out
refreshed on the final leg of the trip back to
Goomeri where we were scheduled to arrive by
17.30hrs During the last leg, the two cars again
experienced difficulties however they were
quickly coupled to the cars in front and the whole
group made it back into Goomeri 5 minutes ahead
of schedule. The cars were all set off and stored
safely in the Goomeri yard and train control
informed we were clear of the track as the weekly
train to the Murgon meatworks was due through
Goomeri that evening.

w”Jf,eﬁ‘ to righf: Bel dr.;haj}: Vi Ke!, Unknon, Councillor Brian o,rs ceve Dame Du cie, Spectator,
McNeven, Dawn Choat, and in the front Monika Sinclair.

Trackside October 2004 page 5



movements scheduled.

The Kingaroy branch
is rarely used these days
beyond Murgon and while
the line showed the signs of
recent sleeper replacement
in many places, our
excursion was probably the
first traffic the line had seen
in some time.

After leaving Murgon,
the line travels through
mainly open country or
beside the road to Kingaroy
with good views of the
slightly undulating country
and over a number of
wooden trestle bridges and
level crossings.

As we continued, the
countryside opened out into
the fertile farmland

Above - Looking back to Woolooga yard, the team regroup to run through a protected sun‘our_ldlng Kingaroy with
crossing, whislt (below) Andrew Simpson protects access onto the Dickabram Bridge. its distinctly red earth and I

On the Saturday evening, following dinner and
some much needed amber refreshment the ASSCO
AGM was held with an obviously good attendance
of members still charged up from a great day’s
running. A separate report of the AGM no doubt
appears elsewhere in this edition of Trackside.

Sunday morning saw us up at a sparrow’s fart
and after a meagre breakfast scratched up from
whatever the pub hadn’t quite run out of, we
attended the day’s pre-run briefing and set the cars
back on the track, ready for a 7.30am start heading
off this time towards Kingaroy, around 60
kilometres away in the opposite direction.

The line is a little more level as you head
towards Kingaroy but still travels through pleasant
wooded areas as well as open country and also
through a couple of larger towns and several
significant road crossings.. .just to make it a bit more
challenging.

Before too long we arrived at Murgon where
we passed the train in the meatworks siding waiting
to begin its return journey. The line was now ours
for the remainder of the day with no further train
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Running across the Dickabram Bridge

got my first look at what a peanut farm looks like
although peanut farming’s most infamous character
was thankfully nowhere to be seen ;).

As lunchtime approached, we entered the
Kingaroy yards and after marshalling together for
one last level crossing we shut the cars down and
wasted no time looking for a feed and something
cool to drink.

Before long it was time to get going again for
the return leg and after some necessary persuasion
to a number reluctant two strokes that they should
indeed again get going, the group made use of the
Kingaroy yard triangle loop to turn around and begin
the journey back to Goomeri some 60 kilometres
away. Along the way, there was time for a photo
opportunity at one of the impressive wooden trestle
bridges of which everyone naturally took advantage.

Not long after our photo stop, we encountered
the edge of a thunderstorm and whilst not severe,
helped keep everyone on their toes and was a good
reminder of how quickly weather conditions can

change and the potential impact that can have on
section car operations. The storm only lasted for 10
minutes or so, just long enough to get into your wet
weather gear only to then need to get it off again
just as quickly as the sun returned and the humidity
immediately increased so as to feel like a sauna
inside your wet weather gear. The rails were
however now wet and as every responsible operator
knows, stopping distances increase so the pack
slowly spread out just that little bit more and reduced
speed accordingly.

The rest of the trip back to Goomeri passed
without incident and we arrived back in the yards
around 15.30hrs after a second great day on the rails.

After the final debriefing session by Ken
McHugh, John Jarvis and Nic Doncaster, the task
of clearing the track and loading all the cars began
before we said our goodbyes and headed off on the
often long journies back home again.

The weekend was a huge success thanks to all
who participated and with special thanks to the
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Bob Skinner spent most of the Sunday following the run as we progressed out to Kingaroy. On the way back, he captured Kev
Horsten (on the right of the photo) running his ST-2742 through one of the crossings at Murgon. There was a light shower as we
left. Riding with Kev are Don Smith and Tom Callow.

following on behalf of the ASSCO members:

Ken McHugh :Who performed the task of meet
coordinator for the first time and performed the job
flawlessly. Well done Ken for a terrific weekend.

John Jarvis: our QR safeworker whose
efficient and professional yet laid back friendly style
added greatly to the safe and enjoyable weekend of
running.

Nic Doncaster and Don Smith: who assessed
and passed several more members as fully fledged
operators. Don didn’t know he was going to get
roped into this but took it in his stride like the stout
fellow that he is.

Steve Pryor: who conducted the QR Track
Awareness yellow card induction at a fraction of
it’s real cost which was a great advantage to the
ASSCO members.

Also a personal thanks to Steve for letting me

operate his ST2 from Kilkivan to Dickabram and
all the way from Kingaroy back to Goomeri. Cheers
mate, that was fun! Good luck in WA and T hope we
meet up again on another run before too long.

Special thanks also on behalf of Nic, Don and
myself to Paul Rollason for all his help above and
beyond the call of duty. Paul picked the three of us
up in Brisbane on the Friday and drove us to and
from Goomeri as well as giving us accommodation
back at his place on the Sunday evening. Much
appreciated Paul, you’re a legend and hopefully we
can return the favour one day on a future run down
south.

Finally thanks to all you Banana Benders for
making us southerners feel so welcome on a terrific
weekend. A group like ASSCO is only as strong as
its members, and we indeed have a great future
ahead of us.
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Our Group; Left 1o Right: At the back is Glen Burow, Don Smith, Norm George. Standing in the middle is Jeff Palmer Trainer
Jrom Transfield, Ivan Wood, Ian Harris, Sam Wittwer, Geoff Harris, John Jones and Peter Goodman.-Sitting is Valerie O’ Keeffe
and Siobhan George. Siobhan is our youngest member!

ARTC/ASR Track Awareness

As we gear up for a resumption of operations,
training is one important task to be completed.

Previously ASSCO had sought training in
Track Awareness in SA from Peter McGeever and
Jeff Palmer, but this was nearly three years ago,
and did not reflect recent changes to the codes and
addendum of both Australian Rail Track
Corporation and Australia Southern Railroad.

It was also identified that the life of the
previously issued certificates was limited, expiring
at the end of this year.

As we intend to access lines operated by both
these organisations, as well as other railways
working under the National Code, a refresher was
organised.

We approached Jeff, through Transfield, to
assist us and a very generous deal was reached. We
agreed to charge a fee for the service, on the proviso
that half of the revenue would be donated to the
Royal Flying Doctor Service.

We welcomed almost all of the new members
in South Australia, including Glen Burow who had

travelled down from Burra, John Jones who lives
in Metropolitan Adelaide, and Sam Wittwer, who
also lives down South.

It was also a pleasure to meet Peter Goodman,
who travelled over from Sydney for the day. It will
be great to have with him over for the Leigh Creek
line trip in the New Year.

Our newest member, Siobhan George, also
Joined in and helped her father through the
assessment process.

A special guest was Valerie O’Keeffe, who is
an independent auditor. Valerie has agreed to assist
us with a local audit at one of our runs. This will
facilitate compliance with the safety management
plan, and the regulatory requirements.

Finally, our thanks to Jeff for assisting us on a
Saturday morning, and to Transfield for making
available their training programs and training room.

Jeff has indicated his willingness to assist us
with safeworking when we complete arrangements
for access on the Whyalla Corridor. We look forward
to running this line.
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YPRail 2004

Story and photographs - Nie Doncaster

series railcars that, prior to their
retirement, served the South
Australian Railways, and later the
State Transport Authority, for
more than 30 years.

In turn, that led to a
* suspension of operations, as the
new cars were delivered, the
clubs’ Rail Safety Management
Plan was rewritten, and members
trained on the safe operation of
these new cars.

So far, the response to the
new services by the public has
been outstanding.

: - : Anyway, we are here to talk
John Boswell - Lions President, and Don have a gas just before about my poor old M19 that was
we headed over to the shop!

e b g ST

My poor old broad gauge M19 had not been
out on track for nearly two years, so had gathered a
nice lot of dust as it had been sitting under tarps and
in my sheds.

Indeed, the last time it had been out was the
day that YPRail’s insurance expired, back in August
2002.

There was an intention to run again on their
line, but ASSCO did not get around to planning and
running the line prior to YPR’s insurance falling
over. I recall the intention was to run over the
October Long Weekend.

YPRail later became the Lions Club of YPRail
(YPR), and picked up insurance under Lions
International in mid 2003, by which time ASSCO’s
insurance had fallen over. Ironically, after YPR
picked up insurance, their aging “T” class decided
it had enjoyed the break too much, and wanted to
continue its slumber. To prove the point, it popped
a traction motor, and not long after that, threw a
bearing in its compressor.

Whilst investigating these faults, other
problems were identified. To shorten the story, an
offer was put to YPR to swap the “T” for a set of
tidied-up Super-Chooks. The Super-Chooks were
themselves a tarted-up version of the “Red-Hen” doesn’t look too bad.
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R o T _

two feet deep in dust and other junk and the chance
to get a run.

The committee agreed to re-establish an
operational relationship with YPR, because of its
proximity to Adelaide.

The formalities for access were completed.
That included a review of the original risk
assessment, and a new access agreement. The old
agreement referred to the no-longer existing Yorke
Peninsula Railway Preservation Society, Inc. A trip
to Wallaroo was made to do a review of the
agreement and risk assessment, and to assist YPR
with their medical standards and some other
paperwork.

After all members were sent an email or a copy
of the email in the post, five expressions were
received.

So, I cleared all the junk off my old girl,
greased her up, checked the tension on the head,
adjusted the brakes, put in a new plug, and mixed
up a batch of 16:1 two stroke. Yes, I still use SAE30.
And cleaned out the fuel system.

My old Corolla seat was fitted, as was the old
Corolla battery. A few spins of the crank to prime
her, and away she went, first time - not bad. Of

course this created a bit of a stir, as my trolley-loving
dog, Rhani, came into the shed, all set to go for a
run.

I'headed off to Wallaroo early on the Saturday
morning (That is, the October Long Weekend) and
arrived at the Wallaroo depot at the agreed time.
Don Smith was already there and assisted me to
unload, and of course did the formalities of
inspecting my car, under the watchful eye of a
number of YPR members.

Our safeworker for the day, John Boswell, also
the Club President, pondered his decision to ride
with us, as the car has no roof. He expected that it
would have a roof, as he used to run these things for
a living.

We set off into the glorious morning, toward
Bute, with me driving and Don watching.

The car performed beautifully on the way out,
maintaining a good schedule. We were filmed rolling
through the Kadina yard on the way out, and later
did some filming of our own.

Don counted every sleeper for YPR, as did John
who was using us as his chariot to do the pre-train
track inspection.

We arrived at Bute, turned, and rolled down
into the yard. Don declared that I had passed my
reaccreditation assessment.

Part of the deal was to provide the safeworker
a free lunch. However our yapping contributed to
us missing the shop at Bute by three minutes. And

Don is a happy man - he had the thrill of running M97 back to
Wallaroo. This was his second run in about as many weeks.
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Above - M97 idles away as we stop to ring in to train control. 212km is the site of Mona siding- pulled out many years ago.
The distances are measured from Adelaide, via Port Wakefield and Kadina. Last trip I did it poured with rain.
Below - Sam Wittwer rode with me on the Sunday, here he is with M97during our short stop at Wilamulka. This trip was Sam’s

Jirst on a section car, and his second on the Wallaroo Line.

The publican dug out a pizza for us, costing
us only $5. I think it took the rest of the afternoon
for the indigestion to settle.

On the way back, the old girl seemed a little
gutless, and just would not pull away as she did
on the way out.

The following morning, after a nice sleep-
in, I was scheduled to follow the train out. I had,
the night before, completed the requirements to
run my car with YPR and agreed to ring in at
each station.

I spent a little time making some minor
adjustments to the brakes and belt. The belt had
tighened up after sitting for such a long time, and
after the trip the day before had stretched out to
another notch on the control panel. I was also
surprised at the amount of crud that had collected
in the fuel bowl.

This time, a new ASSCO member was
Jjoining me. Sam Wittwer drove up from Adelaide
arriving right on time. M97 fired up first time,
and so we were away.
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