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Welcome to the new look
Update

The change in format is aimed at providing a better
quality publication, with greater scope for content
enhancement and expansion.

So to kick off, we set up for eight pages, and decided to
include some photos and a summary of the NRG 2002
and the Cummins Kalamazoo events.

The group has been accessing free copying for some

time, but this is not now available. There is still a need
to provide you with a quality product as part of your
membership, and the cost of producing a well-laid out
newsletter using digital editing as opposed to
photocopying means that the quality has been improved.

The timing of other mailouts will be aimed to fit in
with the production schedule of The Update, to make
better use of the postage we pay.

Our aim is a better quality service, without blowing the
budget. My sincere appreciation to Naomi Brewer for
agreeing to design and proofread it.

Of course, more space means that there is a need for
more material. Your submissions will be most welcome.
Please email, or post your contributions, either as a Word
.doc or .rtf file.

Let’s see where we can take this production.

Nic Doncaster
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Committee

Content guidelines

This magazine is for you - to tell your stories, share
your experiences and exchange knowledge with other
members .

A process document has been developed and endorsed
by the committee as a policy to cover the scope and
content of the magazine, and the advertisements
contained herein. As was recorded in the last edition,
the committee sees the publication of ads as a service
to the members, but as a lower priority than providing
more general news and information. We need more
stories!

Some ideas for stories include:

* technical information

» experiences, runs that you have done (legal ones)
« anything about your car (history, modifications).

When preparing an article, please consider the
following:

» reference where necessary

» be fair and honest in what you write

+ be prepared for some editorial input into the item
+ letters will be accepted and may be published.

Articles can be sent as Word files, in either .doc or .rtf
format, and images as jpegs, but try to make them no
more than 1Mb in size. Of course, if you don’t have
email or a computer, handwritten text and
photographs will be accepted.

Please give me your assistance with this publication -
we want to hear from all of you - not just me!

So let’s work together to make this a newsletter we
can all be proud of!

Group contacts

Group Coordinator

Nic Doncaster 0418 807 954
nldoncas @cobweb.com.au

Don Smith 08 8651 3242
Ian Harris 08 8682 3326
harrisesq @hotmail.com
Norm George 08 8390 3770
Interstate Liaisons
Steve Overmyer 02 4758 6295
overmyer.s @uws.edu.au
Jerry Jirasek 0407 034 720
jjirasek @edirail.com.au
Boomer (USA)
Chuck Lee

cwlee@harvard
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Wandering on the West Coast

Our dedicated committee made the great journey
across the state to the Eyre Peninsula for a sausage
sizzle and a run over the weekend of 6 and 7 April.

Each year, Cummins hosts that Kalamazoo Classic up

and down the two main lines that neatly split the town
in half. One line heads north and eventually ends up at
Penong, while the other line heads east to Buckleboo.

While all the locals were busy racing the Kalamazoos,
Ian, Don, Lynda, Norm and myself settled down to
flogging sausages off to the public. In all, we sold
enough to make a couple of hundred dollars. This
money will be used to offset the costs of insurances as
they come in.

We were kindly hosted by one of Lynda’s relatives
who lives near the siding of Wanilla, about a third of
the way from Cummins to Port Lincoln.

The racing was fun, but the other reason for us all to
be there was to run the light railway between
Yeelanna and Kapinnie.

I had been working with Australia Southern Railroad

(ASR) for about six months, when Scott MacGregor

(from the tellie) approached us about doing some

filming on the coast, for an episode in an upcoming
series he was working on.

This was to cover a set on at the National Railway
Museum at Port Adelaide (NRM), a mystical journey
to Port Lincoln, a departure from Port Lincoln and
short segments filmed at places such as Wanilla,
Edilillie, Darke Peak, Rudall, Kimba and Buckleboo,
as well as between Yeelanna and Kapinnie. The idea
was that we’d be seen travelling into Cummins in time
for the Kala Races, then leaving on our epic journey.

The two home-made Kalamazoos used for the races. ND

This did not eventuate, but a lot of effort had been put
into the planning of the episode with Wayne Jaensch
and Rob Gregor from ASR and Andrew Mepham from
Ausbulk, the SA based grain handling business. We

Don does his tricks with the barbie. ND

were able to capitalise on this work, and the corridor
review developed with Ian Harris signing a letter for
access on the Thursday prior to our trip.

A phone call on the Sunday morning to Ben Lee, also
an ASR representative confirmed our authority and
finishing time for the day. Sorry for the early call,
Ben!

After the snag fest on the Saturday, Don, Norm and I
headed to Lincoln for a meal at the pub, but being
snagged out, we went straight around to Ian’s to have
a look at his car. We left at 1.30am, leaving a very
happy Ian heading off to bed.

By the time everyone was ready next morning, we set
on at Kapinnie at around 8.30. As Ian wasn’t there,
Norm and I headed out for a short run to see what was
what. We ran back, and still with no Ian, decided to
run the line.

And what a line!

This track, completed in 1924, originally extended to
Mount Hope, about 72 miles (115km) by rail from
Port Lincoln, the Kapinnie to Mount Hope section
being removed in 1969.

This left about 24km of the line down, on what is now
known as the Kapinnie Line.

Although closed at present, the track carries grain
from time to time, from a silo of around 20,000 metric
tonnes, to Port Lincoln for shipping to the world.

The track has been subject to a series of 10 and 20
km/hr speed restrictions since I first visited the place
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The silos of the Kapinnie yard dominate our two trusty steads.
My M19-Z42 M7, an ex-Port Lincoln car, and Ian’s MT-14-
742, 418, an ex-Queensland Railways unit. Left is Don Smith,
middle with a big smile is Norm George, and right, with a
bigger smile, is Ian Harris. ND

in 1985. Although I had ridden in the cab of a train
that worked the line, it was not until I set off in my
section car that the reason for the restrictions became
apparent.

Heading east from Kapinnie (the line runs more or
less east-west) the track consists of 401b rail, laid in a
series of kinking curves and loose joints. Indeed, this
was the first time I had seen rail kick under the mass
of a section car!

Needless to say, the speed restrictions were carefully
observed.

The line is laid in mainly 45 and 50 1b plant, other
than the section described above. A restriction of 10
km/hr is on the section leading into Yeelanna Yard.

The line runs through wheat and a large salt pan out of
Kapinnie. It crosses the main track into Kapinnie

The first part of the line from Kapinnie runs through a couple
of large salt pans. Here the happy little crowd pause to take
some snaps. The sky is overcast as it had just rained - not
enough to satisfy the cockies, but enough to get us a little
damp.

several times. There are a couple of very long and
steep grades, which really give the cars some work.

Originally the section had two sidings, Ninganna and
Yeltukka (in that order from Yeelanna), but both of
these were abandoned many years ago. The ramp at
Ninganna is all that remains.

Our agreement with ASR meant that we did not enter
into the Yeelanna Yard, mainly because of the high
traffic density of the Todd Highway, but also because
of the possibility of a train in Yeelanna. Each time we
stopped at the road crossing, we were surprised at the
number of cars that went through.

The Todd Highway runs from just north of Coomunga
to Wudinna, right up the centre of the peninsula.

Looking towards the silos at Yeelanna. In the foreground is
the Todd Highway, the end of our authority for the line. Hey,
it was great, who needed to go into Yeelanna? ND

After our full trip we rolled into the Kapinnie yard
just in time to assist Ian with the unloading of his
MT14. He bought this car a year or so before, and
has put a lot of work into bringing it up to speed. It
shows!

The car ran like dream on its first run, and by the time
we got to Yeelanna, the smile was well and truly
welded to Ian’s face.

The smile was even bigger when we got back to
Kapinnie. This trip gave Ian a total run of 48km on
his own car.

As Norm “lost” his water bottle, a run back to one of
the crossings was made to pick it up.

By the time we got into Kapinnie, it was time to clear
the line.

An awake Ben Lee answered the phone, and so ended
the first trip by ASSCO on the Eyre Peninsula, on
ASR track, and for Ian, on his newly restored MT14.

Lynda, her sister and Norm then made tracks for
Adelaide, Ian for Port Lincoln, and Don and I for
Ceduna.
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Wandering on the West Coast...

The purpose of our run north was to undertake a
corridor inspection over the now closed Kevin-
Penong Section of line.

This was the northern most point of the Division, and
the western most point of the old SAR. Penong itself
is around 500 rail kilometres from Port Lincoln. The
last trains ran in the late 1990s hauling grain from the
20,000 tonne silos at Penong. A derailment eventually
led to it being closed.

The first few kilometres are the original line, after
which it swerves south to join up at Kevin with the
line to Ceduna. About a million tonnes of Gypsum is
railed to Thevenard for shipping from here each year.

Don and I got to see the western-most point of the EPD and
the SAR. ND

Armed with our authorities from Transport SA, Don
and I ran the line to see if it is suitable to use for a run.
It appears that we may be granted ownership of the
line for the three days, the first part of this process
being a review of the corridor.

Being the first movement over the line for several
years, we made hard work as the car ran over
numerous bushes and plants. We got there, and it
looks like the line is ok.

It is made up of a lot of straight track, a few long
embankments, a couple of sweeping curves and a few
sandy bits. There are also a few cuttings!

The country, particularly down towards Kevin,
reminded Don and I of the BHP tramway out of Port
Lincoln.

While there, we did some leg work with the locals,
and got the okay to camp on one of the properties.

It is a long way, but is a great bit of line that will not
be there for much longer.

Early Tuesday morning, Don and I rolled back into

Peterborough, having travelled almost the entire Eyre
Peninsula, and two fantastic sections of line.

In terms of train action, Don and I saw a set of NJs
working north while we had tea at Wudinna. We
passed another train heading north on the way home,
and while down south, we saw a set of 830s head
north towards Kimba as we rolled into Cummins, and
saw the same train sitting at the top end of the
Cummins yard just as the Kalamazoo was finishing
up.

['am not in the habit of plugging businesses, but if you
pass through Wudinna, Don and I recommend the
Caltex Roadhouse. We arrived at Wudinna both days
at closing, yet the proprietor, Graham Burgess, let us
get fuel and a meal. He was most helpful. If you are
expecting to head through Wudinna, ring ahead and he
will endeavour to help.

Hope to see you at Penong!

Footnote: Thanks to Rob, Wayne and Ben from
Australia Southern Railroad and Helen von der
Borsche from Transport SA.

Lynda joined us for the drink bottle rescue. Kapinnie Silos in
the background.
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Letter to members

The following letter is addressed to all members of
ASSCO and I have written it as an ordinary member
of ASSCO and not as a member of its Executive.

It was certainly disappointing to get the phone call
that determined that there would not be an NRG run
in the year 2002. As an ASSCO member who does not
currently own a section car of any gauge, I had
engaged in successful negotiations to lease a standard
* gauge car for the NRG run and I know that a good
deal of minor work had been carried out in the weeks
prior to the run weekend by the owner, for my benefit.
Consequently my disappointment was considerable,
given that I was unable to go on the inaugural run in
2001 due to a prior engagement and that I had passed
up other railway related activities in 2002 to
participate in this second NRG run.

Let’s look at a few points here. Run costs — public
liability insurance, access fee, operator safe worker
fees to name a few. With too few cars participating,
the cost per car becomes prohibitive for the run to
proceed. What’s the simple solution? More cars and
passengers participating lowers the cost per car all
round! Everyone involved benefits.

This may be a little simplistic, and I know that cost
was not the only reason that members and car owners
could not participate this year, but the fact of the
matter is we knew that it would not be easy or cheap
to get established. Public liability insurance is a fact
of life and in the current climate it is not going to get
any cheaper. Running away from this reality by not
participating in runs because they are too expensive is
only going to make things more difficult further down
the track.

In business jargon, we need to ‘trade our way out of
difficulty’ and the best way to do that is to have as
many cars and passengers out on runs as possible. As
an accredited society with legitimate legal access to a
growing list of commercial and heritage lines, we
have come so far in such a short time it would be a
shame to see it all fall in a heap through lack of
support, simply because the establishment costs were
seen by some to be insurmountable.

Finally, should ASSCO not succeed I don’t believe
that there will be a second chance. If we, the members
of ASSCO don’t get our association off the ground
then it will be back to unlawful, unsafe running and
even there the opportunities are becoming less and
less. Regulations, not just those associated with
OHS&W, are becoming tighter all the time. If car
owners don’t support this group now I don’t believe

commercial operators in particular will bother
listening to other approaches further down the track.

I believe that it’s time to put up, prepare our cars and
participate. ASSCO needs to generate income to
cover costs and runs are really the only way to do
this, so I urge all members to seriously consider
participation in as many runs as possible.

It was wonderful to have the opportunity so soon after
the cancelled NRG run to ride on the Yeelanna to
Karpinie line on Eyre Peninsula. Equally wonderful
was the opportunity to see, ride on and drive Ian
Harris’ newly restored Fairmont MT-14. Ian has done
a great job and the day was a very enjoyable
experience for me. Can’t wait for Whyalla!

Yours sincerely

Norman George

Standing under the NRG Flinders Operating Services sign at
Port Augusta, Nic contemplates the fact that he should have
been at the wagon maintenance facility no more than 6km

away.
The opportunity to return next year is open, and Nic looks
forward to doing the line again! Pic: Lynda Doncaster
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Opening special

Lynda and I had the pleasure of being invited guests
on the first “official” train from Port Augusta to
Quorn, on Good Friday.

Pichi Richi Railway invited reps from all the societies
that make up the Council of Historic Railways and
Tramways Incorporated, of which ASSCO is a
member.

There have been numerous trains over this section,
however, work in completing the crossing protection
systems at Port Augusta meant that the project was
more or less complete, and the operation ready for full
time working.

We rode in Flinders, a former inspection coach, along
with the rest of all the CHRTSA people, sharing the
compartment with people from Steamtown. The large
windows in the end of Flinders gave us access to
some rather spectacular views.

Most impressive was the ride quality on the section
between Port Augusta and Woolshed Flat, particularly
the lower sections where the two “W’s” could stretch
their legs. I have not ridden behind a “W” at speed
since last in WA, and it was great to see and hear two
of them pacing along at about 35 miles per hour. My
old boilermaker mate, Ray Foster, would be suitably
impressed.

I thought the ride in the small narrow gauge coach to
be exceptionally smooth.

On behalf of my wife and myself, we wish the
operation well.

Nic

d Flags Comac:t Grr}up Coordmator

For Sale: Standard :_(}gszge Axles. Contact Darren Lee

Quote of the Quarter

v in all my experience, I have
never been in an accident of any
sort worth speaking about. I have
seen but one vessel in distress in all
my years at sea... I never saw a
wreck, and have never been
wrecked, nor was I ever in any
predicament that threatened to end
in disaster of any sort.”

- Capt. E J Smith, White Star
Line, speaking in 1907. He sailed

\K the Titanic into the history books.

The NARCOA Board enjoys a bottle of Robert Sherwood’s
own label wine!

Coming events

May LWE General meeting Penong
May 20 Kevin Penong

June 10 Qld Goomeri

June 22 CHRTSA Conference
August 4 Whyalla-Port Augusta
October LWE YP rail

November Operator Update (TBA)
Easter 2003 NRG Flinders

All events are subject to final confirmation and are run
under the requirements of the Group's Safety
Management Plan

eadline for articles for the next editio
f The Update is 30 June 2002
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Some concerns and queries

I have received some feedback raised through a
number of sources, and thought that it would be
appropriate to respond.

In order to free up discussion, The Update is perhaps
the best forum to do this, and now there is plenty of
space, here we go.

Training

Many have commented on the amount of training
that is required to be involved with ASSCO
operations, and indeed there are many who have
resisted becoming involved with the group because
of the training issue.

There are some minor changes that have been made
to our systems (and these are enclosed for your files,
if you have one) in order to reduce the burden on
members. While it would be nice to be able to say
“get your trolley and come for a bash”, the realities
of what ASSCO does, means that “bashing” is no
longer an option. Our Rail Safety Management Plan
(and the Rail Safety Act) requires us to provide
training, as do the Occupational Health Safety and
Welfare Acts of the various states in which we
operate or propose to operate.

I note many heritage operators do not require much,
if any, in the way of formal training of operators of
section cars, but this does not mean a thing. It
suggests to me, a complete lack of understanding of
the issues associated with the safe operation of a
section car. Perhaps this is why the (commercial)
railway operators experienced such a high rate of
injury.

Many see that a section car is easy to operate, and
that formal training and skills assessment is a bit of a
joke. One train driver said to me once “I can drive a
train, so I can drive a trolley”. When I politely
responded, “So I can drive your train?” - he got
upset. The skills to correctly operate a trolley are not
hard to obtain, but they are unique.

As operating section cars is the core business of
ASSCO, and the focus of our management plan, the
group will continue to facilitate basic and ongoing
training for its operators and members, in order to
fulfil its risk management strategies. The scope and
content of these will be reviewed, modified and
updated as required.

Age

The group is reviewing the constitution at present. It
is hoped to have a draft out shortly, with the intent to
drop the age requirement to 16. Our insurer can
amend the policy to cover to this age.

Please let me know if you would like to review the
constitution and make comment. It will be available
on the Internet for those connected.

Jerry Jiraselk, our Queensland Operations Liaison, and
his beautiful MT14 on the Mary Valley Line. An approach
for access has been made. ND

Car standards

Some people have expressed concerns that the car
standards are unreasonable and in excess of some
owners’ requirements.

Considerable effort was put into the development of
standards for cars to ensure that they are simple to
read and easy to follow. The data contained in
SD0001 came from Fairmont’s own handbooks, as
well as data sourced from the North American Rail
Car Owners Association, and the operational
experience of the group.

I have spoken with several members about the
mechanical requirements of cars, and it is proposed
to have a car along at a barbie (for those in QId) so
that a practical understanding of the requirements
can be gained.

A comment along the lines of “as long as the car
runs and is safe” has been made to me. I wrote in an
article published in the US - “How do you know if it
is safe if you cannot measure the factors that make it
safe?”

The main focus of the standard is to ensure the
integrity of the vehicle and its key operating systems.
It is also our standards, and the ability of the group to
demonstrate that it “does what it says” that gets us on
track in the first place. Indeed, it is the way in which
we manage our operations that has gained us repeat
access, and the support of some important players in
the industry.
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Some concerns and queries...

The aim of the standard is to give car owners
something to work by. You can run through the
standards at home, and work out what is right and
what is wrong. There are key factors that are
considered in the standard, but if the car is deficient in
other areas, it may be precluded from operating.

If a car arrives and is failed, the operator will be given
the opportunity to correct the problem (and probably
lots of assistance) prior to the run. We know that cars
can have problems, and the aim is to work towards
bringing the car up to standard, and your skills up to
speed.

The standard also requires a tow point, front and rear.
An appendix to the relevant car standard will be
developed to cover the key issues of a tow point.
Please note that tow points are generally for
emergency use, and a larger car will tow smaller cars.
Towing is also only for clearing a section.

Queensland Railways (QR), and the National Code of
Practice (NCoP) also require a flashing/strobe light
mounted on a point on the car, generally above the
head heights of the operator/passengers. The NCoP
(0O&S/16.4) specifies yellow as a colour, as does the
QR Code.

Red is not permissible, as this is likely to be confused
with an emergency vehicle.

Cost of operating

The NRG event was cancelled on account of the costs
of operating, as there were only three people who
proposed to operate cars. This means that the group is
under budget, and about 200 hours of work was lost.

Many members have enjoyed operating at little cost
under the banner of other owners’ insurances, often
with little control over what has been going on. My
concern is that there is a risk to be carried, but it does
not appear to be well managed. It seems that there are
fewer and fewer owners willing to carry the cost and
risk.

I would like to provide good news on costs, but the
new policy will be no cheaper.

The good news is that the more who turn up, the
cheaper it will be.

ASSCO has moved to $20 million coverage, partially
through a wish to improve risk coverage as part of its
management plan reviews, but also because several
owners are requiring that level of insurance (ie QR,
ARTC and ARHS SA).

The doubling of policy value, combined with other
factors, has caused a trebling in the cost of the policy.

The group is also required to cover costs associated
with accessing an owner’s line. Many of these will be
paid on the first run, and amortised over the
subsequent periods of access. We are working on
ways to ensure that paying all the start-up costs does
not unfairly punish those who support the first run on
any line.

Why $20m? Because that is the minimum set by the
big players.

ASSCO may be asked to move to $50 or $100m if the
scope of its operations changes.

Is it necessary? — in a worst case scenario - most
definitely.

In the scale of the industry, we have been looked after
by some very generous people. Generally, insurance
to step on rail property is $100 million.

Dress Code

The dress code for the group is based on industry
standards, and those that have been identified as
appropriate for the group.

The main issue appears to be the reflective vests and
Hi Vis shirts. The standard for these is AS 3620.

Traditionally, the vests have not required Velcro on
the shoulder, however it was agreed earlier on by the
group, that Velcro on the shoulders would be
appropriate for the group’s activities. Of any of the
rail activities ours is the most unique, and the risk of
entanglement means that a vest that will part easily is
a potential life saver.

There are recorded instances of death in the industry
when workers have been dragged by their vests.

The codes in South Australia do not permit a high
visibility shirt, however the Queensland code does.

The common points are that both the shirt and vest
must be bright orange, and fitted with bands of
reflective tape no less than 50mm wide. If you buy a
shirt or vest (with Velcro on the shoulders) and it
carries the standards reference AS1620 DN
classification, it will be acceptable.

The vest is available through the group, and hi-vis
shirts from most “safety” supply houses.

Summary

Feedback is welcomed by ASSCO and we hope the
comments in this note provide some clarification for
you.

The preferred method of communication is by phone
(0418 807 954 - Nic) and you are welcome to contact
me at almost any time.

ND, 1J, DL
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News Shorts

The World Wide Web

The Internet opens up a whole word of resources to
owners of cars. The ASSCO website has numerous
links to a range of different sites containing
information on the hobby.

One of the best ways to track down resources or
_ information quickly is to use one of the three publicly
available lists on the web.

Two are available as an email to you -so be aware that
at times there can be lots of emails, and at other times
very few.

The bigger of the lists is the American based
“Speeders” list. A whole range of information can be
sourced from here, from mechanical advice through to
cheap parts. Be wary with parts though, it pays to
shop around. Most of the content of this list is good,
although it can get bogged down on trivial issues.

The Speeders list is searchable from the NARCOA
website (www.narcoa.org).

To subscribe to the Speeders list send an email to
speeders @lists.cirr.com with “subscribe” in the title.

The other is an Australian list that is small, but aimed
at the local body. TrackmachinesAustralia (yes one
word) is moderated by Nic Doncaster, but aimed to
provide us with something to use, without necessarily
getting the whole world to post.

For the TMA list, go to the links page on the ASSCO
site and send a message with “subscribe”.

A third group is also US based, but will require you to
log into a site to get access. This is the Train.net
forum. (http://www.railroad.net/forums/speeder/) or
log into http://au.groups.yahoo.com/group/
Trackmachinesaustralia,

If you have not used lists before, be wary about
posting personal information of any sort on them,
especially residential addresses or times you will be
away. It pays to be general about what you have.

Nic

Whyalla (ARTC)

Time is ticking by, but work is progressing on getting
access to this corridor.

Nic met with reps of ARTC last year, and obtained a
letter confirming the possibility of access for this
corridor, subject to a number of conditions and
insurances.

The main requirements for access on this line include
track awareness for all participants, minimum
standards for cars, a limit of ten cars and an
appropriately qualified track force worker with a
hirail and ARTC radio. We have been able to meet all
these requirements.

We met again in February with ARTC to discuss
insurance, and a few other issues. The outcome of this
meeting is that ARTC are happy to host ASSCO on an
annual basis on the Whyalla line, using the updated
cover the group proposes.

The limitation is that only ten cars can do the run, and
all must be code compliant.

The operating costs will be kept to a minimum.,
however ASSCO will be required to cover some of the
initial costs of establishing an access agreement. I
envisage that at later runs on this line, preference will
be given to those who support the first period of
access.

To progress this event, a deposit of $100 is payable
now. This will only be refunded if the event does not
proceed, and will be repaid on a pro-rata basis. This is
to cover costs associated with the planning of the
event.

Cars will be admitted on a first come, first served
basis, and will be required to be accredited prior to
acceptance, and not due for annual inspection prior to
the event.

August 4 is the proposed date. It is proposed to run on
a Sunday, a single return run only. Track Awareness
will be available on the Saturday in Port Augusta.
Total distance is around 160km.

CHRTSA Conference

The members of the Council of Historic Tramways
and Railways of South Australia is holding its
biannual conference in July.

The day is open to any member of the subscribing
groups, and will cost you a small fee to attend.

The Group Coordinator has attended all of the
previous conferences, and has found them to be most
constructive in not only building relationships but also
in finding out what is affecting the other parties and
what can be done to resolve some of the issues.

The event is to be held at the RSL Hall Semaphore,
with lunch and dinner at the local pub.

Nic Doncaster has been invited to present a session on
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CHRTSA Conference...

the beginnings and activities of ASSCO.
We will advise details as they are finalised.

Please also let Nic know if you are going to attend.

Queensland update

Although we have been busy working to complete the
planning needed for the NRG run, and bits associated
with Boomerang, work has also been progressing in
getting things ready for a run in Queensland.

The application for Reciprocal Accreditation was
forwarded to Transport SA on 30 January, and the kit
to Network Access Group, QR, was posted on the
same day.

We are working to target an event on the June long
weekend, and have also identified a second run on QR
metals.

Jerry and I have also liaised with the Mary Valley
Heritage Railway based in Gympie and will continue
to work towards an access agreement with them.

Once details of the first event are finalised, we shall
advise all members.

Boomerang 200X

Work continues on Boomerang, with expressions of
interest being called in the US to see if the event is a
goer from over there.

So far, interest has been strong, sufficient enough to
ensure that the planning process will continue, and the
skeleton that has been developed can be fleshed up
with something a little more concrete.

A very rough schedule has been drawn up, and is
currently being formatted as a project proposal for the
various parties who have an interest in this event.

ASSCO has not called for expressions, as we are
essentially project managing the event on behalf of
Pacific Railcar Operators, another NARCOA affiliate.
It has been agreed that those from the States will have
priority should the event progress, however once
numbers have been finalised, the remaining numbers
will be made available for local members. ASSCO’s
accreditation allows for 20 cars at any event, subject
to limits imposed by the host railway organisation.

Because of the need to hire vehicles to assist with this
event, and associated scales of economy, it is
envisaged that any participant from Australia will be
required to pay the same for the Australian activities
as those who attend from the US.

We shall keep you informed. Nic

Insurances

The issue of insurances for our operations has been of
concern to the management committee and many of
the members. Indeed, since day one the issue of
insurance has been one of the major issues for
management.

The group currently carries $10 million in coverage
for its operations, but this has been under review for
some time.

One of the South Australian heritage operators has
carried $20 million for some time, and required
ASSCO to hold this as well.

Negotiations with QR and ART has indicated that
they will require $20 million of coverage for
operations to commence on parts of their network.

We have approached our insurer who is investigating
options to buy in this level of cover. It is expected to
be in the vicinity of $10,000 for the year. Periodic
payment is an option we will explore in order to
reduce the burden on members. With the six, if not 8
runs happening this year, the cost will be charged back
at a rate of $1500 per event.

This should see the group be in a position next year to
provide services at a lower cost.

Credit card and account
payments

The management committee has agreed to pursue
credit card facilities for the group. The intent is to
make the payment of accounts simpler and easier for
members.

Each invoice will include a covering authority for the
group to charge to your credit card, if this is your
preferred method of payment. We are able to accept
all of the major cards, with facilities for AMEX in the
pipeline.

The group is also happy to accept payment via
Internet banking. Our account is with the
Commonwealth and the number is (BSB) 065-114

Alc 1014-5805.

If you pay via the Internet, please include an invoice
reference and your name with the payment. Let the
Group Coordinator know the transaction number as
well.

Acknowledgement may arrive up to a week after
payment.

Please contact me if there are any queries.

Nic
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Reproduced here, is a copy of the wheel wear guides and gauging tools. The tools have been the subject of many requests, and I
have endeavored to reproduce them as close to size as is technically possible.

These were published in the Setoff, a publication of the North American Rail Car Operators Association Inc, My sincere thanks
to Jan Taylor and Tom Norman for allowing their reproduction here.
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