
The Trolley Shed 
 

 

 
 

             assco.com.au 

Members Update No 3 – June 2022 
From the Australian Society of Section Car Operators 

 

While Baden tends to 970, Dylan, Johnno and Paul stand on the Thallon goods shed loading 

platform dreaming of crossing the Moonie River bridge ahead and riding the abandoned rail, still 

down, towards Noondoo and Dirranbandi. 



  Welcome 
 
Hello again and welcome to another flange biting edition from inside the Trolley Shed. 
 
Well, what a wheel spinning month March was with the Thallon run done and dusted. Hang on to 
your brake handles as the run report is next and it’s a beauty. 
 
The ASSCO Family Fun Run at QPSR is in the final stages of planning and is booked to go ahead on 
the 16th of July. Further details down below so keep an eye out on the web page for the EOI. 
 
There are a couple of important points and the tentative run calendar for the rest of the year later 
in this issue so please take note and don’t punch a hole in the top corner and hang it in the dunny 
just yet. 
 

The Thallon Run 26/27/28th March 
 

The Thallon run was another great turnout with 10 cars and 15 participants enjoying three days 
of wheels on rail, rain, wind, sun, 2stroke fumes and to top it all off some great camaraderie. 

Unfortunately, Bryan had to pull out due to some pressing family needs along with Reef so we 
hope to see them on the next run. Our thoughts are with Bryan and Roz. 

Friday afternoon was the gathering time on the road outside Goondawindi Station, which sadly 
is now fenced off from public access and looking rather forlorn, locked away in its cage. 

Anticipation was in the air as members rocked up from Brissy, NSW, Rocky and Melbourne to 
trade parts, tick of the pre meets and undertake a couple of car tweaks to ensure all cars were 
up to operating and roadworthy standards with busting anticipation of a three-day adventure 
on track to follow. It was then off to the Railway Hotel for a pre-run diner with our hardworking 
meet Co-Ordinator Johnno and Safe Worker Paul, both hardly having any time to relax to 
ensure a smooth operation over the next three days.  

Saturday morning got our cars loaded on track and the Toolbox Talk undertaken highlighting 
several operational points from our last ONRSR audit and then it was all systems go. Even after 
many runs words alone still cannot describe that feeling when you first open the throttle and 
pull back on the belt as your car takes off in the convoy to the day’s destination.  

Our lunch stop was at Talwood, which is still the place to stop for a great hamburger according 
to Paul (and he was on the money), then a visit to ‘old mate’ and his bolt shop just down the 
road. The old store is chocka with nuts and bolts of all shapes and sizes and once again the day 
was saved with a much need bolt for Shaun’s car.  

While an overcast sky haunted us for much of the day, we managed to dodge any major rain as 
we pulled into Thallon and with a quick turn around on the triangle it was off to the pub to 
book in. While some stayed at the pub several of us were allocated to the old QR crew 
quarters. The quarters were immaculately clean with comfortable beds so a pleasant surprise.  

The pub turned on a great BBQ and after tea we were entertained by the publican ‘Wazza, an 
ex QR driver, who kept us riveted with his tales for the next couple of hours. Many members 
remarked it as being one of the best nights ASSCO has had in a while so “we’ll be back”.   



A sumptuous breakfast on Sunday morning saw us fueled for the start and a lunch stop at 
Talwood again for more of those delicious hamburgers on the way back to Goondawindi. 

As per past trips on the Thallon line the old QLink depot at Goondawindi was once again turned 
into the ‘ASSCO Section Car Motor Shop Repair Centre’ with an array of tools appearing like 
magic and many hands-on deck to help. Michaels buzz coil on M22, that kept shorting out, had 
a remount and what was initially feared a broken crankshaft in Shaun’s MT14, 925 with the 
flywheels being able to be rocked in opposite directions was fortunately only a loose flywheel 
on the crankshaft. PHEW!!! Shaun’s MT14 also had a magneto change and after repairs both 
Michaels and Shaun’s cars were once again rocket sleds on rails. The team effort shown by 
many to keep the show on the road is humbling to say the least.  

Hayden had to say goodbye on the Sunday afternoon as he had commitments so after the 
repairs it was off to the pub for another good night of social interaction with countless serves 
of cheese and bacon garlic bread being demolished by our clubs’ gastronomes. 

Monday morning saw us on back track early for the big run to Gore and back. The line beyond 
Gore into Warwick was closed for work so hopefully next time we can do the full length.  

Little did we know what was instore for the return trip back to Goondawindi. We had managed 
to dodge the rain for most of the way out, but the big black storm clouds were looming large as 
some dined at the Gore Roadhouse while Mark and Brad reminisced about an episode from 
‘Skippy-The Bush Kangaroo’ they re-played last time.  

As we ventured on the return journey the rain clouds were getting blacker and blacker so a 
quick stop to don the wet weather gear was in order. Then the heavens opened up and did it 
pour with even our wet weather gear proving useless.  We were down to 15km max driving 
speed and at a couple of spots pushing through water that had swamped the track. It was one 
of those ‘one off’ experiences hard to describe and you had to be there to fully appreciate.  

Then just as the rain bomb started it stopped. The sun came out and as it got lower in the sky 
the rails and surrounds glistened with rain drops as we headed into the sunset back home. 
What can one say but what a great trip overall with many memorable highlights and good 
company. 

Shaun’s mate, Peter and along this time with Ken, his sister Jody, still no doubt have smiles on 
their faces from enjoying their first run experience with ASSCO along with the rest of the 
regular troops not already mentioned, Scotty our hard working P.O, Neil, and regular NSW 
Stalwarts Albert and Bruce. 

Stopping at Thallon worked out a treat for this run so next time we will stay again at Thallon 
and definitely extend the run out to four days to do the line in total. 

 

Brookstead Run Cancelation 
 
At the opposite end of the scale, we had to cancel the Brookstead run due to all the heavy rain of 
late and potential washouts. The washouts proved not to be so bad but in today’s climate of risk 
mitigation unfortunately QR would not let us run. Its not very often we have to cancel or had a run 
cancelled due to the weather, if we ever have had to?  So, fingers crossed it’s still a rare event for 
the future.  



  EOI’s 

 
Our hard working Safety Officer, Mal, has requested that when you fill in your EOI with 
regard to your cars annual could you write the date of the actual last annual, even if expired 
and not the presumed date into the future. Several of us have been guilty of that.  
 
Of course, if your cars annual has expired or will before your next run, you need to get it 
signed off by one of our qualified car assessors prior and ensure it is with our Safety Officer 
or its NO GO! If it’s a new car to the fleet just leave the date blank.  
 
This all helps with keeping our audit requirements in order and makes Mal’s tasks a little 
easier. Thankyou. 

 
 

 

Blast from the Past. Back in 2008 a photo lineup near the top of the Drummond Range 

before heading down to Bogantungan for afternoon tea. 

 
 

   



Member Feedback- New Cloth Badges. 

 
Following a couple of new member requests 100 ASSCO cloth badges were ordered and 
now available for purchase. They are $6.00 each plus $2.00 postage (up to three) or you can 
arrange to collect them on the next run you attend. Contact our Secretary, Scotty at 
secretary@assco.com.au to place your order. Payment can be made on the day or if posted 
you need to submit your payment to our bank, details of which are on the web page in the 
member renewal area. Make sure you include ASSCO Badges in the payment reference box.  

 

 
 

 
 

Web Page  

Our brilliant Web Master, Corbin, has had to sidestep for the time been due to pressing 

family commitments so any issues/questions about the web page could you please direct all 
your requests through to our Secretary until further notice. We wish Corbin and his family all 
the best. 

Current Membership Totals 

 
ASSCO continues to hold a healthy membership. It’s good to see plenty of keen support for our 
club now and hopefully into the future. 
  

Current membership stands at 34 Active, 11 Non-Active and 2 life members. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:secretary@assco.com.au


Family Fun Run at QPSR 

 
Bruce and Scott have been working hard behind the scenes and have put together a Family 
Fun Run Day at QPSR on the afternoon of the 16th of July. There will be two runs in the 
afternoon starting at 1.30pm, a BBQ tea then two-night runs. Cost will be $65 for the day. 
While all our operating rules will be in place and must be strictly adhered to as we are running 
under ASSCO’s accreditation to it should be a great relaxing afternoon and evening and hoping 
for a great turn out.  
 

Tentative timetable: - 
 
 
 

Location Arrive Depart Comments 

Box Flat 13:00 14:30 
Pre-brief, A&D testing, and machine prep. On-
track. 

Racecourse 14:50 15:20 Don’t Run over Brisbane Rd 

Box Flate 15:40 15:45 C/O Staff 

Swanbank  16:05 16:10   

Box Flat 16:25 16:30 C/O Staff 

Racecourse 16:50 17:10 Don’t Run Over Brisbane Rd 

Box Flat 17:25 17:30 C/O Staff 

Swanbank 17:45 19:00 BBQ at Swanbank Station  

Box Flat 19:20 19:25 C/O Staff 

Racecourse 19:40 20:00 Don’t Run Over Brisbane Rd  

Box Flat 20:20 20:25 C/O Staff 

Swanbank 20:45 20:50   

Box Flat 21:10 21:15 C/O Staff 

Racecourse 21:35 21:55 Don’t Run Over Brisbane Rd  

Box Flat 22:15 22:30 Off Track Debriefing Try to be off track by 23:00 



In The Beginning 
 

 
 

Ex NSWGR SG M19 Fairmont W&W F23, which is one of the first of its class imported to 
Australia and dates from 1949, proudly posing on the Coffin Bay tramway at Pt Lincoln in South 
Australia way back in 1999. A bunch of Section Car blokes, including some pre ASSCO members, 
with a ‘wink and a nod’ from the tramway caretaker, had the opportunity to run this 
spectacular 39km SG industrial line back then before its demise.  
 
At the time there was no formal club but just a bunch of ‘Trolley Nuts’, as they were 
affectionately called, from Vic and SA, where running their cars was limited at the time to 
heritage groups or chance opportunities like the Coffin Bay Tramway. On one of the Coffin Bay 
runs the idea to form a club and run under self-accreditation was proposed as opportunities to 
run cars was diminishing fast. Some of ASSCO’s foundation members were at this meeting 
including Robert, Frank, Ivan, Denis, and Mark.  
 
There was much discussion in the following weeks about the proposal as to its merits and 
pitfalls but finally a group consensus decided to throw support behind the idea and thus a 
committee was formed, with the first ASSCO meeting held at Tantanoola Station Goods Shed in 
the South East of SA.  Of course, as fitting for a section car club, the new committee arrived 
there by BG Section Cars running under Limestone Coasts Railway accreditation. Sadly, 
Limestone Coast is no more. 
 
A few names for the club were bandied about but finally ASSCO was chosen. The ‘Operators’ 
was initially going to be ‘Enthusiasts’, then later ‘Owners’ which would have fitted just as well 
today before ‘Operators’ was settled on. Some of the self-imposed regulation in the early days 
like Cat 1 Medicals, which not everyone agreed to btw, unfortunately is still an onerous legacy 
we are stuck with today.  



That aside little did anyone realise that some 23 years on from that Coffin Bay Tramway run 
that ASSCO would become a reality, subsequently move operations to Queensland which is still 
the Mecca of Section Cars in Australia, have membership bursting at the seams, and still be 
going as strong as ever with some founding members still with us. A good ‘Track’ record to be 
well admired. 
 
While the Coffin Bay Tramway is now but a distant memory, F23 is alive and well and hoping 
one day to complete the circle and run with ASSCO. 
 
 

Latest Run Calendar Update  
The Rocky/Marlborough/Sarina run is still subject to getting additional insurance which is 
proving difficult to obtain this year despite our clubs Treasurer, Paul, best efforts. Fingers 
crossed it will be forthcoming. 
 

2022/early 2023. 

Jan  

Feb Fri 18-Sat 19-Sun 20 Mary Valley (Brad Boustead) 

Mar Sat 26-Sun 27-Mon 28-Tue 29 Warwick to Thallon 
(return) 

Apr  

May Sat 15 Drayton to Brookstead (return) Cancelled by QR 

Jun  

Jul Sat 16th Swanbank 13:00- 23:30  (1pm- 11:30pm) 

Aug Sat 13-Sun 14-Mon 15-Tue 16 Marlborough to Sarina 
(return) Rockhampton to Marlborough (return) (pending 
insurance) 

Sep 5-9  Emerald to Winton (return) 

Sep 17th AGM Kingsman residence 

Oct 1-2 Glenreagh Mountain Railway NSW 

Nov 12-13th Stanthorpe to Wallangarra Saturday 

Stanthorpe to Warwick Sunday 

Dec  

FEB  
2023 

Stanthorpe run mid week 

March  

2023 

Charleville run 

August  

2023 

Cairns to Forsayth return 

 



Safety First ‘The Best Safety Device is a Careful Man’ 

ASSCO continually strives for the safety of our members and operations. 
 

The safety issues for this newsletter are Pre-Meet Inspections and Flagging 
Procedures. 

 
Pre-Meet Inspections 
 
Not quite a safety issue per-say but our cars should be maintained to a very safe standard. 
 
As you are or should all be aware your car should be up to a SAFE standard and ready to pass its 
pre meet inspection either prior to the meet or on the day when the pre-meet inspections are 
timetabled to be undertaken. 
 
Unless you have made prior personal arrangements it is NOT acceptable to turn up with a box of 
parts and expect repairs, which should have been well undertaken prior to the meet, to be done 
on the day then have your car signed off. It burdens our car assessors unnecessarily, delay’s 
proceedings and is totally not fair to other participants. It also poses the risk that your car may 
not be able to be repaired after all and you are therefore not able to run. 

 
Flagging Procedures 
 
Flagging is a process used to warn following section cars of braking or a section car ahead that 
has stopped. 
All flags must be: 
• Red in colour 
• Have a white reflective strip, and 
• Have a minimum size of 200x300mm. 
As the section car decelerates in preparation of a potential stop the Operator must hold out the 
flag at arm’s length and parallel to the ground to indicate that the section car is decelerating 
and preparing to stop. 
An operator on perceiving a potential hazard, such as an obstructed flangeway, the operator 
must wave the flag in a rapid up and down motion towards the ground to indicate a hazard 
present. 
Upon stopping in a blind corner the operator must secure the car and move to a position of 
safety in the corridor where the flag (being waved continuously from left to right at arm’s 
length) can be seen clearly by the following car thus indicating a stop has occurred and remain 
in position till such time all trailing section cars have acknowledged the stop indication.ls  
 
That’s all for this update.  
Again your input on any subject matter that relates to our club is most welcome so please drop 
our secretary, Scott , a line, at ‘secretary@assco.com.au ‘ or feel free to contact any of the 
other management team, Jerry, Paul, Mal, Bruce, Johnno or Mark. 
 

Don’t forget to keep a regular eye on the Web Page for run and other updated information and 
we will catch you all ‘on track’ soon. 
The ASSCO Team  
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