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1. Purpose and Scope 
1.1 Purpose 

The purpose of the induction is to provide non-members with sufficient knowledge and skills to 
enable them to understand the society’s management, goals, operation, and each non-member’s 
responsibilities in relation to ASSCO as an accredited rollingstock operator. 

1.2 Scope 

ASSCO’s primary goal as a rolling stock operator is to provide access to operating rail networks for 
section car owners and enthusiasts. 

ASSCO’s secondary goal is to promote knowledge and preservation of section cars as part of an 
overall Australian rail preservation effort. 

This induction aims to encompass these goals and applies to all non-members. 

2. ASSCO  
2.1 Creation and Existence 

The Australian Society of Section Car Operators, Incorporated in South Australia, is a body that was 
formed in November 1999 to hold accreditation as an operator under the Rail Safety Act (1996) on 
behalf of its members. ASSCO was formed by a small group of South Australian and Victorian 
Section Car enthusiasts, who lobbied hard to legitimise their hobby. 

ASSCO is purely voluntarily run by a committee of members on behalf of its members and is the body 
which holds the accreditation as a rail operator on behalf of its members. ASSCO is a not-for-profit 
incorporated entity and a registered charity. The group represents enthusiasts from all mainland 
states that own or are interested in operating motor Section Cars (a small railway vehicle formerly 
used by railway workers to travel to and from worksites on a railway line) and is structured to 
provide safe, supervised, and legal access to railway corridors. 

2.2 Objectives 

The objectives of ASSCO are:  

• The development of Section Car operations as a legitimate and rail safe activity. 
• The promotion of the hobby 
• Event meet planning, Preparation and Execution 
• The development and implementation and management of systems in compliance with Rail 

Safety Standards of accreditation as an operator; and all other activities related to, and, 
incidental to the achievement of the said objectives. 

2.3 Event Management Roles 

Safeworking Officer: Is responsible for the Safeworking procedures and control of the train service, 
communicating between the ASSCO consist and Rail Network Control. 

Protection Officer: Provides protection of the interface between the rail corridor operations and 
adjoining trackside activities which have the potential to impact upon them. 
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Meet Coordinator: Coordinates the event and is responsible for all aspects of the event, (other than 
safeworking and protection officer duties) including the wellbeing of members and non-members 
and general planning and operation of the event. 

NOTE: For your personal safety and the safety of other people, it is important that you follow 
the directions of either one of all three roles during an event. 

3. Safety  
3.1 Rail Safety Workers (RSW) 

All participants in an ASSCO event (both ASSCO members and non-members) are classified as Rail 
Safety Workers under the Rail Safety National Law. 
  

3.2 Safety Management System (SMS) 

As a legal requirement to undertake rail operations on active rail corridors, ASSCO has in place a 
comprehensive Safety Management System. The Safety Management System aims to comply with 
rail safety national law requirements for the operation of Section Car rollingstock. It provides a 
comprehensive working document for the operation, regulatory compliance, and safe operation of  

ASSCO activities. The Safety Management System: 

• Sets the safety requirements for all rail safety workers who perform activities and rail safety 
work in relation to ASSCO as an accredited rollingstock operator. 

• Puts into place controls and procedures to manage the risks to ASSCO and a rail 
infrastructure of: 

o Injury to personnel 
o Damage to property  
o Collisions  
o Derailments 
o Operational risk concerning train and Section Car movements. 

• Provides objectives of a safe rollingstock rail operator 
• Ensures compliance with all relevant Rail Safety Legislation 
• Assist’s ASSCO to meet its obligations under the Rail Safety National Law 

3.3 Safety Policy 

The Australian Society of Section Car Operators (ASSCO) aims to provide a safe and injury-free 
environment to all rail safety workers participating in its operations. It aims to be a rail safety leader 
in not only the rail heritage sector but also as part of the broader rail industry.  

ASSCO’s five (5) safety principles include:  

1. All injuries are preventable  

2. All rail safety workers are accountable for not only their safety and wellbeing but also for 
creating and maintaining a safe operating environment  

3. The ASSCO executive is accountable for creating a safe and manageable operation  

4. All rail safety workers are accountable for preventing injuries, and  
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5. Safe conduct is a condition of membership and participation.  

Safety is a key priority to ASSCO’s growth and success. To uphold the safety principles, ASSCO will:  

• Promote rail safety internal and externally, including the communities in which ASSCO 
operates  

• Continuously develop and maintain a positive safety culture, including a just culture  

• Continuously improve the safety management system via feedback and review processes  

• Provide training to develop competency and capability  

• Actively consult with rail safety workers and relevant parties on decisions that will have an 
impact on safety  

• Ensure that all safety information is disseminated effectively to all members and relevant 
third parties where required  

• Comply with all relevant rail safety legislation and other regulatory requirements  

• Conduct investigations into safety incidents to learn from failure, review, and implement 
opportunities for improvement  

• Identify risks to operations using our risk management procedures and provide 
appropriate treatment (SFAIRP), and  

• Set clear and achievable safety targets and monitor performance.  

ASSCO safety statement: “At ASSCO, safety comes first in everything we do. Always. Without 
Exception. Work safe – travel safe – home safe.” 

3.4 Safety Culture 

ASSCO adopts several methods to promote and maintain a positive safety culture. 

During the operation of train services, rail safety workers and track protection officers must report 
all safety-related incidents directly to the Safeworking Officer. If the incident is deemed to be non-
rail operations related, the Safeworking Officer may refer the information to the Meet Coordinator 
for follow up. 

4. Your Responsibilities  
4.1 Supervision 

While participating, non-members will be under full supervision of an allocated ASSCO member. 
Non-members are required to follow all instructions as directed by an ASSCO member, Safeworking 
Officer, Protection Officer and Meet Coordinator. Non-members are prohibited from interfering with 
the controls or any associated components of a section car. Non-members are required to remain 
with the ASSCO consist at all times. Wandering around the rail corridor without permission is 
prohibited. 

Entering a rail corridor is prohibited until a Pre-Start Safety Briefing has been completed and 
direction has been given by either the Safeworking Officer or Protection Officer. 
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4.2 Attendance 

Non-members will ensure that they are punctual and reliable in attendance when participating in 
ASSCO events. This includes attendance and attention at all Pre-Start Safety Briefings and Post-Trip 
Briefings. A Pre-Start Safety Briefing takes place at a set location and time, outside the rail corridor 
prior to the commencement of a service. It overviews ASSCO’s safety policy as well as train service 
information for the day. A Post-Trip Briefing takes place at the end of the day’s train service, 
overviewing any safety concerns and general discussion. Your obligation by participating and 
agreeing to abide by ASSCO’s constitution is that you will attend and participate in all Pre-Start 
Briefings and Post-Trip Briefings related to the train service you participated in. 

ASSCO train services run to a strict timetable, set out and agreed with the host railway infrastructure 
manager. Often ASSCO train services are worked in with other rail operator’s services. It is important 
that non-members are fully aware of ASSCO’s timetable and be punctual in attendance. 

4.3 Expression of Interest (EOI) Form & Minimum Requirements. 

Non-members wishing to participate must fill out an Expression of Interest (EOI) form. 

 Non-members wishing to participate in an event must have a current Medical Assessment, whether 
that be a Category 1, 2 or 3 and preferably should have a TLIF 0020 Safely Access the Rail Corridor 
qualification. If the non-member has not obtained the qualification TLIF 0020 Safely Access the Rail 
Corridor, they can be inducted by the Protection Officer. 

All participants are required to undergo a railway medical to ride on a Section Car on ASSCO events. 
This is a requirement under Rail Safety Legislation. 
 
If you do not have a medical assessment , the relevant documentation to present to your preferred 
health provider can be requested from the Meet Coordinator. The cost of the medical assessment is 
the responsibility of the non-member. 
 

The default date for submission of an EOI is 7 days prior to an event. This is to ensure appropriate 
resources are allocated to the train service and operation planning is accurate. EOI forms submitted 
after the due date may be rejected.  

Once a non-member has completed the EOI form and submitted it, the form will be sent to the 
allocated Meet Co-Ordinator for the event for them to acknowledge participation.  

4.4 Event Fees 

Non-members wishing to participate in an event are required to pay the ASSCO Meet Fees in full 
seven days prior to commencement of an event. Meet fees cover track access costs charged by the 
railway infrastructure owner. Non-members will also be expected to contribute to fuel costs of the 
section car in which they are riding in. 

4.5 Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) Clothing 

The following personal protective equipment requirements will apply to all rail safety workers while 
inside a rail corridor:  
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4.5.1 Clothing:  

• Clothing must be of good construction, high rip resistance, fire-resistant, and provide a high 
factor of ultraviolet radiation protection 

• Trousers and shirts of cotton or poly cotton must be worn.  
• Shirts must be long sleeved and worn with sleeves rolled down and buttoned up.  
• Trousers must be full length. 

NOTE: Rail safety workers may elect to wear overalls in lieu of shirt and trousers. Such overalls 
must comply with Australian standard 4602.1:2011 High Visibility Safety Garments. 

WARNING: Red, yellow, safety green or optic lemon, items of clothing must not be worn under 
any circumstances. 

WARNING: Clothing with other company names and logos must not be visible. This includes 
logos of other rail operators. Rail safety workers can:  

• Cover the name and logo of another company  
• Wear clothing with no names or logos (blank), or  
• Wear clothing with the ASSCO name and logo. 
• This provision also includes trousers and caps/hats.  

4.5.2 Footwear:  

• Rail safety workers must wear steel or fibre capped, laced or zipped, ankle length safety 
boots, and  

• Safety boots must be compliant to Australian standard 2210.3:2019 Personal Protective 
Equipment – Part 3: Safety Footwear. 

4.5.3 Eyewear:  

• Rail safety workers must wear protective eyewear while inside the rail corridor, and 
• Eyewear must comply with Australian standard 1067.1:2016 Eye and Face Protection – 

Sunglasses and Fashion Spectacles. 

NOTE: This shall always apply whilst traveling regardless of any windshield that is fitted to the 
car. 

4.5.4 Hearing protection:  

• Rail safety workers must wear hearing protection while inside the rail corridor, and  
• Protective hearing devices must comply with Australian standard 1270:2002 Acoustics – 

Hearing Protectors. 

4.5.5 Sun protection:  

• Rail safety workers must use and have an adequate supply of sunscreen at all times, and  
• Sunscreen used must be rated SPF50+ in accordance with 2604:2012 Sunscreen Products – 

Evaluation and classification.  
 
NOTE: Sunscreen should be regularly re-applied throughout train service operations, especially 
on days of high temperatures or UV exposure.  
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4.5.6 Gloves:  

• Rail safety workers may elect to wear gloves during the train service operation. 

4.5.7 Hats:  

• Rail safety workers must wear a wide brim hat on days of high temperature or UV exposure, 
except when operating a section car or riding as a passenger on a section car. 

4.5.8 Safety hi-visibility clothing:  

• Hi-visibility clothing must be worn by all rail safety workers at all times. 
• All safety hi-visibility clothing worn must comply with 4602.1:2011 High Visibility Safety 

Garments  
• Safety orange is the only colour to be worn as the hi-visibility colour.  
• Reflective ‘X’ back strips are required on all hi-visibility clothing for New South Wales 

operations similar to that depicted in the example below. All Queensland operations must 
meet this requirement by 1st January 2025. 

• All safety hi-visibility clothing must have reflective strips no less than 50mm.  
• Overalls or vests that meet the above requirements can be worn as an alternative to a hi-

visibility shirt, however if a vest is worn a long sleeved shirt must be worn under it. 

    
Hi-visibility shirt front Hi-visibility shirt rear Hi-visibility vest front Hi-visibility vest rear 

 

4.6 Fatigue Risk Management 

At the Pre-Start Safety Briefing of every ASSCO event, all rail safety workers are required to complete 
the FM-24 Fatigue Self-Assessment prior to entering the rail corridor. Rail safety workers can 
measure their basic fatigue by analysing: 

• Hours of sleep they have had in the past 24 hours 
• Hours of sleep they have had in the past 48 hours, and 
• Level of current alertness 

Rail safety workers who are feeling fatigued must notify the Meet Coordinator. 

4.7 Drug and Alcohol Testing 

The drug and alcohol testing program is to provide a deterrence to rail safety workers to have a 
presence of drugs or alcohol in their system before participating in an event.  

ASSCO has a Zero Tolerance for Drugs and Alcohol 
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All rail safety workers can be breath tested for alcohol before they enter the rail corridor. For clarity, 
this test will be conducted during the Pre-Start Safety Briefing. 

Testing of drugs or alcohol can occur under the following circumstances: 

• Randomly 
• Suspicion, and 
• Post-incident 

Rail safety workers that have been prescribed medication by a medical practitioner that may affect a 
drug screening test must advise the Meet Co-Ordinator or Safeworking Officer of the prescribed 
medication being taken. 

NOTE: Rail safety workers can also be tested by the rail infrastructure manager and may be 
excluded from the rail corridor as per their policies and procedures. 

4.8 Safety Protocols While Travelling 

All rail safety workers must adhere to the following safety protocols while travelling in a Section Car 

• Rail safety workers must not have any body parts protruding outside the car outline at any 
time 

• Section Cars must have come to a full stop and brakes applied before disembarking 
• Rail safety workers must not disembark a car until directed or permission granted to do so 

by the allocated ASSCO supervising member they are travelling with and 
• Rail safety workers must also not disembark a section car while the RED “Train Alert System” 

light is flashing and must wait until the BLUE “Train Alert System” light is flashing before 
disembarking. 

4.9 Trackside Safety 

Rail Corridor: The Rail Corridor is the strip of land from fence line to fence line, or where there is no 
fence, it extends at least 10 metres each side of the outside rail in any direction. In multi-track areas 
the measurement is from the outer most rail. 

Danger Zone: The Danger Zone is the space within 3 metres of the outside rail, in any direction 

Position of Safety: If there is an event on the Corridor that requires immediate action, you must 
remove to a Position of Safety. Your position of safety will be determined and shown to you at the 
Corridor Safety Briefing. 

After dismounting a Section Car, its is compulsory that rail safety workers move to the field side of 
the tracks, i.e. the side of the track, opposite any passing loops. If ASSCO cross another Rail 
Operator, the Safeworking Officer, Protection Officer or Meet Coordinator will instruct rail safety 
workers if they are required to remain seated on the Section Cars or move to the field side of the 
line, and outside the Danger Zone.  

4.10 Flagging 

Flagging is the process used to warn following section car operators of braking or a section car that 
has stopped. Flags are also waved up and down to warn following section car operators of rough 
sections of track, such as a level crossing.  
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As the Section Car decelerates, the operator (or qualified delegate) must hold the flag at arm’s 
length and parallel to the ground to indicate that the Section Car is decelerating and anticipating 
stopping.  
 
Upon stopping, and securing the Section Car from movement, the operator (or qualified delegate) 
must stand to the side of the Section Car and face trailing cars, holding the red flag at arm’s length 
until such time all trailing section car operators have seen the stop indication. 

4.11 Use of Electronic Devices 

Electronic devices that can cause distraction, such as tablets and mobile phones, must not be used 
while a Section Car is being operated. 

If a rail safety worker requires to use their mobile phone, they must only do so when the consist is 
stopped and the rail safety worker is outside the danger zone. 

4.12 Smoking in the Rail Corridor 

On all ASSCO events smoking and vaping is strictly prohibited anywhere inside the railway corridor 
including public station areas and surrounds. This is a strict policy of all railway organisations that 
host ASSCO events, and any rail safety workers wishing to smoke or vape need to be outside the 
host railways property. 
 

Declaration 
 
I declare that I have read the ASSCO Non-Members Induction v2026.1 and while present on an 
ASSCO event, will abide by ASSCO’s safety policy and will adhere to ASSCO’s requirements for 
non-members. 
 
Signature 

Name:   Non-member Number:   

Signature: Date:   

 

Database Updated (Administration use only) 
Signature: 
 

Notes: 
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